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The ordinary mail-box has a closed bottom, 
which makes it difficult to remove the mail 
and in Some instances is the cause of one or more 
pieces of mail being unintentionally left in the 
box. The principal object of this invention is 
to provide a mail-box which shall have a pivoted 
bottom-forming member normally confined 
against displacement or opening movement 
under the Weight of the mail but capable of being 
readily freed so that such movement may be 
effected. Other objects of the invention will 
appear hereinafter. 

In the drawing, 
Fig. 1 is a front elevation of the improved mail 

box; 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof, partly broken 

aWay; 
Fig. 3 is a rear elevation thereof; and 
Fig. 4 is a section on line 4-4, Fig. 3. 
A chute-forming structure comprises the fol 

lowing walls-an upright front wall , two side 
Walls 2, upper and lower spaced back Walls 3 
and 4, and an upright wall 5 between the planes 
of the walls and 3-4 and which is inclined 
downwardly and forwardly, being spaced from : 
wall at its lower margin. Walls f, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
are in this example all rigidly related. 

. A bottom-forming member 6 is pivoted in said 
structure (as will appear, so that it may assume 
opposing relation to the chute 7 formed by 
walls , 2, 2 and 5) on a horizontal axis. In 
this example said member is so pivoted that 
Only that portion, 6a, of said member may assume 
obstructing relation to the chute. In order to 
Support the mail deposited in said chute or rest 
ing on said member said structure should pro 
vide an abutment opposing rotation of said mem 
ber in the direction in which its portion 6a at 
the forward side of its pivoting axis moves down 
wardly. Hence the back wall 4 provides at 4a an 
abutment overhanging here the rear edge of 
Said member. But, in order for said member to 
rotate in said direction for discharge of the mail, 
it must clear Said abutment. Said member, 
therefore, is so pivotally supported that it is 
shiftable transversely of the chute. In this ex 
ample said member itself provides the pivots, 
as at 8, and these are engaged in slots 9 in the 
side walls of said structure, such slots being 
preferably inclined downwardly and rearwardly 
So that normally said member is urged to the 
position in which its discharge rotary movement 
is opposed by the abutment 4a. 
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weighted, as at 6c, that it is normally held in the 
closed position shown-to Wit, With the front 
margin of its portion 6a engaged with an Over 
hanging abutment fa of the front wall of said 
structure. Said member is of Sufficiently less 
front-to-rear dimension than the spacing of the 
Walls f and 4 so as to clear abutment 40 when 
it is shifted forwardly for that purpose. 
The normal position of said member being as 

indicated and as shown, mail deposited in the 
chute will be supported by said member. To 
effect discharge of the mail said member is 
shifted forwardly and (since the SlotS 9 are in 
clined) upwardly until it clears abutment 4a and 
then tilted toward the dotted position. The dis 
charge being effected, as SOOn as Said member is 
freed it will fall to the solid line position shown 
in which its tilting under the weight of mail again 
imposed thereon will be opposed by abutment 
4a. 
The side Walls are cut away, as at 2c, at the 

back, here forward to the Wall 5 and from the 
upper edge of back wall 4 upwardly more or less, 
as to wall 3. Hence a nail-box exists comprising 
means to form a receptacle open at the top and 
having side walls projecting rearwardly at at 
least their lower portions, as at 2a. Thereby 
when the mail-box is secured to an upright wall 
of a building in upright position with the side 
Wall portions reaching to the building wall a 
Space is formed for reception of newspapers and 
other bulky mail, which will be supported by said 
portions 2a of the side walls. 

Preferably the back wall 3 exists as a part 
separable from the unit formed by the rest of the 
structure and is first to be affixed to a building 
Wall, whereupon said unit is attached to it. For 
this purpose it is positioned between the upper 
projecting portions 2a of the side walls and at 
each Side has upright tongue-and-groove con 
nections therewith, such connections here exist 
ing as tongues O formed on said back wall and 
grooves ff formed in the side walls and terminat 
ing, as at 2, short of the upper margins of the 
latter So that said unit will be supported on the 
tongues. Of course, the dimension of each ver 
tical margin of back wall 3 is not greater than 
the corresponding recess at 2c thus to permit 
assembling of said unit with the back wall. 

At 3 is a plate which is to be secured to said 
building wall above wall 3 and to which is hinged 
at 4 the cover 5 for the chute. The top mar 
gins of the said structure being inclined down 
Wardly and forwardly the cover normally rests 

In the preferred form said member is so 55 thereon, downwardly and forwardly inclined. 

  



Having thus fully described my invention, What 
I claim is: 

1. In combination, with a chute-forming struc 
ture, a member arranged in obstructing relation 
to the lower end of the chute and pivoted in Said 
structure on a horizontal axis and pivotally nOW 
able out of said relation, said structure having 
abutments respectively normally opposing rota 
tion of said member around said axis in both di 
rections and said member being shiftable in said 
structure, laterally and clear of one abutment. . 

2. In combination, with a chute-forming struc 
ture, a member pivoted in said structure to rol. 3.S.; 
tate in either direction around a horizontal axis 
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portion. On such rotation will move downwardly, 
and Said member being shiftable in Said structure 
laterally and clear of Said abutment. 

3. In combination, with a chute-forming struc 
ture, a member pivoted in said structure on a 
horizontal axis and having Substantially only 
that portion which is at One side of said axis in 
obstructing relation to the chute and having the 
portion thereof at the cither side of said axis the 
heavier, said structure having abutments nor 
mally opposing rotation of said member around 
said axis in both directions and said member 
being shiftable in said structure laterally and 
clear of that abutment which opposes the rotation 

and having substantially only that portion which 15 of said member in the direction in which the 
is at one side of said axis in obstructing relations' first-named portion on such rotation will move 
to the chute, said structure having an abutment downwardly. 
normally opposing rotation of said member . . . . . . . . . ; 
around said axis in the direction in which said: ; 

ABRAHAMI ONOS. 

  


