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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs W. HoL 

BROOK, of Windsor Locks, in the county of 
Hartford and State of Connecticut, have in 
vented an Improved Clamp for Pressing 
Leaves, &c.; and I do hereby declare that the 
following is a full, clear, and exact description 
of the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawing, which forms part of this 
Specification. 
My invention relates to a portable device 

for collecting and pressing ferns, leaves, &c., 
and for similar purposes. 
The invention consists in a novel construc 

tion, arrangement, and combination of a pair 
of boards, two bars or braces, a cord or cords, 
a windlass, and a bridge-piece and head, 
whereby the boards may be securely held in 
place with any desired number of leaves or 
thickness of material clamped between them, 
and as readily released and separated when 
desired. 
In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is 

a perspective view of my improved clamping 
press. Fig. 2 is a section taken in the line aca 
of Fig. 1. 
The boards B B may be made of wood or 

any other suitable material. The board B is 
represented as provided with battens b, hav. 
ing holes in their lower ends, through which 
the ends of the cord Care passed and secured 
by knotting them; but if the board is made 
Sufficiently strong the battens may be dis 
pensed with, and the lower edge of the board 
may be provided with lugs for securing the 
ends of the cord. The upper edge of the board 
B is provided with a rib or head, E, formed 
On or attached to it on the inner side. In the 
top of this head are two eyes,ff, for the pas 
Sage of the cord C, as shown. The board B°cor 
responds with the shape of the board B, but 
is not provided with battens or lugs. The 
bars D D are longer than the width of the 
board B, and have holes d at both ends for 
the passage of the cord, which holes may be 
provided with metal eyelets. On the outer 
sides of the bars D are groovese for the re 
ception of the cord, so thatit may be prevented 

from extending beyond the surface of the bars. 
On the top of the head E is a bridge-piece, G, 
in which works a windlass, J, provided with 
a handle, H. The windlass and bridge-piece 
may be provided with a pawl and ratchet of 
any suitable construction, for securing the 
windlass in place, or they may be constructed 
as shown in the drawing, in which case the 
bridge-piece is provided with notched recesses 
g, and the Wildlass with correspondingly 
shaped lugs i, for engagement with said 
notches. The lower end of the windlass works 
in a step-bearing in the head with sufficient 
freedom to allow it to rise and fall to engage 
the lugs i with the notched recesses, g, or dis 
engage them therefrom. - 
The cord C is passed through a hole in the 

windlass J until Said windlass is midway of 
the length of the cord. The ends of the cord 
are then passed through the eyes f, the holes 
d in the bars D, and the lugs or perforated 
lower ends of the battens b, and are secured 
by knotting or tying them. The handle is 
then turned so as to rotate the windlass and 
wind the cord thereon. When the cord is 
Wound sufficiently tight, the handle is slightly 
pulled outward so as to cause the lugs i to en 
gage with the recesses g, and thus the parts 
are securely held in position. When the han 
dle is pushed inward, the lugs and recesses 
are disengaged, and the cord may be readily 
unwound, and the boards separated. 

If desired, the eyes f may be replaced by 
eyelet-mounted holes in the upper ends of the 
battens b, or by lugs formed on or attached to 
the upper edge of the board B, and two cords 
may be used instead of a single one, if pre 
ferred. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
The clamp or press composed of the boards 

BB', bars DD, cord or cords C, windlass J, 
bridge-piece G, and head E, substantially as 
and for the purpose herein described. 

CHAS. W. HOLBROOK. 
Witnesses: 

CHARLEs E. PRICE, 
J. W. JOHNSON. 


