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1... MR magneto<wensitive portion

This invention discloses a vertical magnetoresistive magnetic head wherein a magnetoresistive element is
disposed in a vertical direction with respect to a sliding surface facing a magnetic recording medium, and a tip
electrode laminated on a distal end is exposed at the sliding surface. The magnetoresistive element has a laminate
film structure formed by laminating a pair of ferromagnetic thin films through a non-magnetic metal layer. The non-
magnetic metal layer is made of Cu, having a thickness less than 10 nm. The ferromagnetic thin film is a thin film of
a Ni-Fe alloy, Ni-Fe-Co alloy, and so forth, and preferably it has a thickness less than 10 nm. The magnetoresistive
element is sandwiched between a pair of shield magnetic substances.
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