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This invention relates to improvements in col-
lapsible baskets, and has for its primary object
to render commercially practical, baskets of the
type disclosed in U. S. Letters Patent No.
2,030,204, in the name of Dale B. Gray, dated
February 11, 1936.

It is an important object hereof to provide a
collapsible basket having framework cooperable
with a sheet metal bottom wall and with canvas
side walls, as well as g canvas cover to present
a container that is easily and inexpensively man-
ufactured and one which will undergo tre-
mendous abuse when used for various and sun-
dry purposes over a relatively long period of time.

An important object hereof is to provide a col-
lapsible basket wherein the sheet metal bottom
wall thereof is provided with a continuous bead
or overlapping flange structure at the periphery
thereof for rigidly securing the canvas sides of
the basket thereto, such mounting means co-
operating with the collapsible frame in holding
the latter in a normally locked position for main-
taining the flexible sides of the basket in a taut
condition.

Other objects hereof include the way in which
the bottom wall of the basket is ribbed through-
out for various purposes including the presenta-
tion of supporting feet; the draining of moisture
from within the basket and the locking of the
frame against the continuous flange of the bot-
tom wall; the way in which handles are pro-
vided to adapt the basket for use with a canvas
cover; and other more minor objects, all of which
will be made clear or become apparent as the fol-
lowing specification progresses.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of g collapsible
basket made according to the present invention,
parts being broken away for clearness.

Fig. 2 is a vertical, cross-sectional view taken
on line II—II of Fig. 1.

Pig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 showing the
basket collapsed.

Fig. 4 is an enlarged, fragmentary, detailed,
cross-sectional view taken on line IV—IV of Fig.
1; and

Fig. 5 is an enlarged, fragmentary, detailed,
cross-sectional view taken on line V—V of Fig. 1.

The basket hereof includes a collapsible frame-
work broadly designated by the numeral 10, a
rigid panel 12 preferably of sheet metal and pre-
senting a bottom for the basket, a covering 14 of
flexible material presenting the side walls for the
basket, and a cover or lid {6 also of flexible ma~
terial, the side walls {4 and (6 being preferably
made from a good grade of canvas.
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2

A pair of flexible handles 18 extend across the
top of the basket and a pocket on at least one
end of the basket is presented through the me-
dium of a canvas strip 20 secured directly thereto.

The collapsible framework (0 comprises a con-
tinuous, polygonal wire rim 22 and a pair of U~
shaped side members 24 and 26, swingably se-
cured to the rim 22, Each U-shaped side mem-:
ber 24—26 has an elongated base portion 28 ex-
tending along the bottom of panel 12 in engage~
ment therewith, a pair of upstanding legs 30 at
the corners of the basket, and an H-shaped tie
member 32 each having a pair of legs as shown:
secured to the base member 28 and a pair of legs:
having a coil 34 therein pivotally surrounding:
the rimx 22, The uppermost ends of the legs of
tie member 32, terminate in eyelets 36 that re-
leasably receive snap fasteners 38 on the handles:
§8. Legs 30 of the side members 24 and 26 ter-
minate in eyelets 40 that surround the rim 22
for pivotal movement thereon.

The bottom panel 12 is turned upwardly at its
periphery in a continuous outermost flange 42
and thence downwardly and inwardly in an in-
nermost flange 44 for attaching the bottom (2 to
the fabric side covering (4. As shown most clear~
ly in Fig. 4 of the drawing, the iowermost mar-
ginal edge of the covering (4, extends down-
wardly along the innermost face of flange 44 and
thence upwardly between the flanges 42 and 44
where the same is gripped tightly therebetween.
The panel {2 is reinforced throughout by a plu-
rality of ribs.

A pair of crossed ribs 46 present supporting
feet for the basket and channels within the up-
permost surface of the panel 12 that serve to
drain moisture and condensate from the basket
into an opening 48 at the point of crossing of
ribs 46. There is provided additionally, s num-
ber of upturned ribs 50 that are substantially
perpendicular to the flanges 42 and 44, and spaced
therefrom as shown in Figs. 2 and 4 of the draw-
ing. Each of the ribs 50 therefore, cooperate with
the base portion 28 of the side members 24 in
holding such base members 28 tightly against
the flexible covering 14 to in turn press the same
against the innermost face of flange 44. By vir-
tue of the fact that the uppermost ends of the
legs of tie member 32 having eyelets 36 thereon
extend outwardly from the rim 22, lifting of the
basket through use of the flexible handles 18,
tends to force the base members 28 against the
canvas covering (4 and thereby, there is g co-
operation with the ribs 50 in maintaining the
entire basket in a normally open condition.

When it is desired to collapse the basket in the
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manner shown in Fig. 3 of the drawing, the base
members 28 will readily slip from place between
the ribs 50 and the flange members 42 and 44.
The covering or 1id 16 may be attached in any
suitable manner and to this end there is pro-
vided a plurality of snap fasteners that include
buttons 52 and cooperating elements 54 on the
covering 4 and lid 16 respectively. Slofs 66 in
the lid 6" clear thie upWardly projeeting portlons
of the tie member 32° when' the cover (6" is
stretched across the open top of the basket. The
handles 8 may be disposed within the basket
when the cover is in place or by virtue of-the-re--
leasable snaps 38 the same can be removed at
any time,

wall of sheet metal or the like, deteriordbion: By '
moisture collection will hive little deleterious ef-
fect thereupon.- The user need-not be-concerned
in: stering -or - stacking- a-. plurahty of baskets-of
this- type either-from-the. standpomt -of crushing
or:damage: when: placed on.moist surfaces.

Details of censtruction may, of course; vary, but
its is- desired- to-bes ~limited only-by- the spirit- of
the invention-as-defined: by the scope-of the ap~
pended-claims..

I—Ia.vmg thus described- the- invention-what- is:
claimed-as-new-and-desiréd: to-be-seeured by Let-
ters-Patent. is2

1. In-a- collapsxble basket of-the:kind descrlbed
a+-collapsible-framework;. a; -covering of ﬂexxble-
material for the-framework;-a-rigid:panel:form=-
ing:the-bottomof:said basket: and having a com--
tinuous, upstanding:flange portion secured to the:
covering; and:a’pair-of-flexible-handles extend:-
ingraeross-thetop of -said-basket; the-framework’
comprising :alpolygonal-rim;.a-pait-of ‘U=shaped"
side membérshaving théehids of-their-legs swingz

ably secured to the said:rim'at~opposite ‘corners’ 4

theéreof-and:their: base:portiohsextending along

the bottom :of said panel in-engagement there="

with, anH-shaped-tie member-on-each side niem:"
.ber respectivelyhavi airof ‘legstsecured te
the: basa of: thetsidemember and g pdir of leggd
colled@ abouit the: said rimy extendmguthereabove“t
and terntinating ina p&iriof: eyelets saxd“handles7
joining opposed pairglo yerets’-’ ¢

- base: portlons-A o-hold ths: s1dé members ‘agdinst
the: flexible-‘covering’

.45

2. In g collapsible basket of the kind described,
a collapsible framework; a. covering of flexible
material for the framework; a rigid panel form-
ing the bottom of said basket; and a pair of flexi-
5 ble handles extending across the top of said bas-
ket, the framework comprising a polygonal rim,
a pair of U-shaped side members having the ends
of their legs swingably secured to the said rim at
0PpoSite corners thereof and thelr base portlons
10 eXtending alorg the bottom of sdid panél in en-
. gagement therewith, an H-shaped tie member on
édch side member respectively having a pair of
legssecured to the base of the side member and
& pair of legs coiled about the said rim, extend-
15‘ iRg"ther&above, and terminating in a pair of eye-
lets, said-handles joining opposed pairs of eye-~
Iets sa1d panel having a continuous, upstanding
ﬂange portion and a number of upstanding ribs,
the base portions being wedged between the r1bs
90 and-the flanyge portion:

3. In a-collapsible bdsket of the kind déeseribed;,
o collapsible framéwork; a’ covering of flexible’
madterial-fof the framework; a rigid parel fofm=
ingithe bottom of said basket; and'a pair of flexi-"
o5 ble handles extending across thetop of'said bas™
ket; the framéwork comprising” a polygotial’ r1m
a'pairof U-shaped side membeérs having the ends

of- their ‘legs swingably secured’ to th

the™ sdid rini’
at opposité corners thereof and“theit base por-"
. gp tions-extending -along the bottom of said’ panel
in- engagement therewith;an H= shaped tie"mem="
ber-on- each side member respectively having a"'
pair of legs ‘secured to thié ‘base of the side” meénm-"
ber: and-a“pair of legs coiled about the said rim,
extending-thereabove,*and” termmatmcr“m b} pair’
ofeyelets;:sald  handles” Jommv oppose ‘pairs of
eyeletsisaid pariel havmg‘ a contmuous upstandi"
ing flange’ “portion® coiled abom; the’ margmal edge

of-*the” ﬂex1ble covermg, and a” number of up-

to held the fiexible covermg gripped’ ‘betwaeit the”
flange-pottion-and the-base portiors;
WARREN TERRY."
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