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1 Claim,

This invention relates to an information panel
and more particularly to a panel of the type used
on telephones and the like.

It is recognized that a large number of in-
dicia holders have been designed for use on tele-
phones and the like and that some of these have
included removable or changeable indicia mem-
bers. In view of the large volume of holders
sold from year to year and in view of the need
for these holders to convey important instrucs
tions and information to the telephone users so
as to eliminate needless delays and misunder-
standings, it is obvious that minor changes and
improvements are of great importance. It is an
object of this invention to provide a.low  cost
indicia holder in which the . information to be
conveyed is presented in an effective manner
and in which it is possible to make changes in
the information given with a minimum of effort
and cost.

More specifically, it is an obJect of this inven-
tion to provide an indicia holder wherein the
front piece of the holder is made of a protective
transparent panel and in which that portion of

the information which requires no -changing 2

from time to time is distinetly printed on .the
back face of the transparent panel and in which
that portion of the information which may re-
quire echanging is printed on separate pieces in-
sertable into and removable from a pocket pro-
vided directly behind one portion of the trans-
parent panel.

A further object of this invention is to pro-
vide a holder for the telephone number and the
name of the telephone exchange wherein each
of the digits of the telephone number is prinied
on g separate piece of cardboard or the like and
is held in place in the holder along with other
digits by means of a key member on which the
name of the telephone exchange is placed.

A further object of this invention is to provide
an improved arrangement for concealing the
lines of separation between the fixed portions of
the indicia, holder and the rnmovable portions of
the indicia holder.

A further object of this invention is to pro-
vide an improved arrangement for facilitating
the removal of the removable indicia members.

A still further object of this invention is. to
eliminate unnecessary lisht reflection or glare
from the rear face of the transparent panel.

Further objects and advantages of the present
invention reside in the construction and combi-
nation of parts and in the mode of operation as
will be apparent from the following description,
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reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings wherein a preferred form of the present 1n-
vention is clearly shown. :

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an 1nd1c1a
holder of the type used on pay telephones; and

Figure 2 is a rear perspective view of the holder
with parts broken away.

Referring now to the drawings, wherein I have
shown a preferred form of my invention, refer-
ence nhumeral 10 designates a front panel mem-
ber formed of transparent material which pre-
vents defacing. of the panel :and which has
printed on its back face standard information
which never needs to be changed and which has
been designated by the reference numeral {2.
For purposes of illustration, the information ma-~
terial designated by the reference.numeral. (2
gives instructions on how to dial 5¢ calls. This
information and any other similar information is
preferably printed in black letters and the rest
of the panel, except for the two window por-
tions designated by the reference numerals {4
and 18, is coated with a brilliant contrasting
color such as orange or the like. ., The colors used
and the exact information given can be varied to
suit conditions. The transparent panel member
is.glued or otherwise secured to an intermediate
member 1§ which is provided with cut away por-
tions 20 and 22 adapted to receive respectively,
a key piece of cardboard or the like 380 on which
the name of the telephone exchange appears and
a plurality of cardboard members 28 bearing the
proper digits for the telephone number. A back
piece 24 is pasted or otherwise secured to the
rear face of the intermediate member 18 so as
to cooperate with the members 10 and {8 in form-
ing a pocket for the members 28 and 30. The cut
away portions 20 and 22 together form a sub-
stantially T~-shaped pocket in which the pieces
28 and 30 are placed in tiers in such a manner
that the piece 30 in the upper tier serves as a
key for holding the pieces 28 in the lower tier in
place. The members 18 and 24 may be made. of
any suitable material such as cardboard or the
like. The advantage of using cardboard is that
they may readily be glued together and may be
manufactured at g low cost.

The rear cardboard member 24 is provided
with a plurality of elongated slots 26 which cor-
respond in number to the number of cardboard
elements 28 used for the digits. The slots 26
serve as a means-for gaining access to the rear
portions of the inserts 28 and 38 so as to facilitate
removal of the inserts when it is necessary to
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change the numbers or name of the exchange.

In order to conceal the fact that the element 39
is not a part of the member 18, a heavy line 32,
preferably black, has been printed on the rear
tace of the transparent member 10 so as to cover
up and conceal the gap between the ocuter edges
of the member 30 and the slot 20.

The construction and arrangement of parts
makes it possible to make the telephone number
large enough for anyone to see and to arrange
the rest of the information or printing directly
on the back of the front panel so that dirt or
dust cannot lodge between the panel and the
printing and so that there is no glare from the
rear surface of the transparent panel. Brilliant
and distinct colors may be used and these may
identify various types of service and one type
card with various inserts can be used for the en-
tire telephone system. )

By virtue of the above described arrangement, 2

the initial cost of the panels as well as the main-
tenance cost has been reduced at the same time
that the effectiveness of the panel has been in-
creased.

While the form of embodiment of the invention
as herein disclosed, constitutes a preferred form,
it is to be understood that other forms might
be adopted, all coming within the scope of the
claim which follows:

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

In an information panel for use in displaying
the name of a telephone exchange and the tele~
phone number, the combination including a front
panel member of transparent material, an in-
termediate panel member adhesively secured to
the front panel member, said intermediate panel
member being provided with a pair of cutaway
portions one above the other, the lower cutaway
portion being substantially rectangular, the up-
per cutaway portion being also substantially rec-
tangular but longer than the lower cutaway por-
tion so as to provide a pair of shoulders one ad-
jacent each end of the lower cutaway portion, a
backing member coextensive with the front
panel member adhesively secured to the inter-
mediate panel member so that the front panel
member, the margins of the cutaway portions of
the intermediate panel member and the backing
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member cooperate to form a substantially T-
shaped pocket, a plurality of rectangular mem-
bers being located side by side in the lower cut-
away portion, the height of the rectangular
members being equal to the height of the lower
cutaway portion, the rectangular members he-
ing so arranged as to form the telephone num-
ber, and a rectangular key member filling the
upper cutaway portion, said key member bearing
the name of the telephone exchange and having
a length substantially equal to the length of the
upper cutaway portion and seated therein so as
to hold the first mentioned rectangular members
in position, the width of the key members being
substantially equal to the height of the upper
cutaway portion, the ends of the key member
resting upon the shoulders adjacent the ends of
the lower cutaway portion, the thickness of all
of the rectangular members being substantially
equal to the thickness of the intermediate panel
member, the rearsurface of the transparent
panel member being provided with opaque areas
overlying the margins of both of the cutaway
portions and the adjacent margins of the rec-
tangular members so as to conceal the seam be-
tween the rectangular members and the inter-
mediate panel member so as to display the name
of the telephone exchange and the telephone
number within the frame formed by the opaque
areas.
EDWARD B. WESTLAKE, Jr.
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