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57 ABSTRACT 
A case for displaying art objects such as plates or the 
like is constructed in such a manner as to permit the 
art object to be readily removed for cleaning or han 
dling. The case has a frame in which is mounted a 
transparent front panel and a removable rear panel 
spaced therefrom to define a display chamber. A re 
movable one-piece wire form engages in a groove in 
the frame and has a series of fingers which engage the 
rear panel at selected locations. The art object is cen 
tered in the display chamber by means of a retainer 
which surrounds the periphery of the object. 

9 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 

  



Patented Feb. 5, 1974 3,789,528 

2. Sheets-Sheet. 

FG. I. F. G.2 
/O 

F.G. 6. 

ls 27 

0. 2z 
C Zzz 2ZZ 2. 42 ZZZZZZ7 6égéW6 AS3SNSSNsagessessee 2& 

CFSZS2FSS E2 

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  



Patented Feb. 5, 1974 

FIG.4 
2 Sheets-Sheet 2 

F. G. 3, 

3,789,528 

2 

al 

easy 

NXYYYY. Mess22s, Srs Ses 

2-SR 

R S. 3NN ZNY 
WNS 

  



3,789,528 

DISPLAY CASE 

The present invention relates to cases for displaying 
substantially planar articles such as plates. 

In recent years, the demand for commemorative 
plates has steadily increased. Some of these plates are 
displayed on metal hangers fastened on a wall; how 
ever, such hangers are undesirable not only because of 
their generally utilitarian appearance but also because 
the plates are completely exposed, thereby tending to 
collect dust. Moreover, plates displayed in this manner 
tend to be disposed at an angle with respect to the wall 
and this tends to detract from the aesthetic effect in 
tended to be achieved by mounting the plate on the 
wall. 
Because commemorative plates are often coined 

from metals which tend to tarnish or to become dull in 
time when exposed to air, it is desirable for the plates 
to be protected as much as possible from these undesir 
able effects of exposure to ambient air while on display. 
Even though encased plates may tend to resist tarnish 
ing and soiling better than exposed plates it is desirable 
for the plates to be readily removable from their display 
cases in order to permit the plates to be cleaned and in 
spected or admired periodically. 
With the foregoing in mind, it is a primary object of 

the present invention to provide a novel case for dis 
playing planar art objects such as plates and for pro 
tecting such objects from the undesirable effects of ex 
posure to ambient air. 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a unique display case which is capable of readily 
being opened to afford access to an encased article, 
whereby periodic cleaning and handling of the article 
is facilitated. 
As a further object, the present invention provides a 

handsome display case which is capable of being 
mounted flush against a wall to enhance the decorative 
appearance of the article contained in the case. 
More specifically, the present invention provides a 

decorative display case having a frame surrounding the 
periphery of a transparent front panel and a removable 
rear panel which cooperate to define an article display 
chamber therebetween. The rear panel is releasably se 
cured in the frame by means of a wire-form keeper 
which has base portions engaging in a peripheral 
groove in the rear of the frame and fingers engaging the 
back panel at spaced locations. Grips are provided on 
the wire form to permit it to be readily disengaged from 
the frame to afford ready removal of the rear panel and 
the article. A hanger is formed integrally with one of 
the fingers, and the hanger is inset from the rear of the 
frame to cause the rear of the frame to engage flush 
against a wall when hung. The article is centered in the 
display chamber by means of a retainer having an aper 
ture shaped to receive a major portion of the article 
and having a resilient flange engaging behind the article 
along its peripheral margin to urge the article against 
the front panel when the rear panel is in position. 
These and other objects, features and advantages of 

the present invention should become apparent from the 
following description when taken in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a display case em 

bodying the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the case illustrated 

in FIG. ; 
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FIG. 3 is a rear elevational view of the case illustrated 

in FIG. 1, the view illustrating a removable wire-form 
keeper securing a back panel in the case; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken along line 

4-4 of FIG. ; 
FIG. 5 is a greatly enlarged fragmentary sectional 

view taken along line 5-5 of FIG. 3; and 
F.G. 6 is a fragmentary sectional view of a modified 

embodiment of the present invention. 
Referring now to the drawings, there is illustrated in 

FIG. a display case C embodying the present inven 
tion. As seen therein, the case C has a cove-type frame 
10 which in the present instance has a square configu 
ration; however, the frame 10 may have other configu 
rations such as rectangular, oval, etc. The frame 10 has 
a transparent front panel 11 preferably of glass, behind 
which is mounted a substantially planar article to be 
displayed, such as a plate 12. As seen in FIG. 3, the 
frame 10 also has a rear panel 13 of wood or fiber 
board, and the front and rear panels cooperate to de 
fine a substantially planar display chamber 15 therebe 
tWeen. 

According to the present invention, the case C is con 
structed to permit the plate 12 to be readily removed 
for cleaning or inspection purposes, and to permit the 
glass front panel to be removed for cleaning. To this 
end, the frame 10 has an inturned peripheral front lip 
10a (FIG. 4) which engages along the peripheral mar 
gin of the front panel 11, and the frame 10 has a shoul 
der 10b spaced rearwardly from the lip 10a which en 
gages along the peripheral margin of the rear panel 13. 
The spacing between the lip 10a and the shoulder 10b 
determines the width of the chamber 15. 
The rear panel 13 is maintained in engagement with 

the shoulder 10b by means of a keeper, which in the 
present instance, includes a one-piece, substantially 
planar, wire-form 16 of spring material which cooper 
ates with a continuous, inwardly open groove 17 lying 
in a common plane in the rear of the frame 10. As best 
seen in FIG. 3, the wire-form 16 has a substantially 
closed peripheral configuration and has base portions 
16a, 16a which engage in the groove 17 and which ex 
tend around each corner of the frame 10. The wire 
form 16 has integral finger portions 16b, 6b which ex 
tends inwardly from the frame 10 and which engage 
against the rear panel 13 at spaced peripheral locations 
forwardly of the plane of the groove 17, in the illus 
trated embodiment at the top and sides of the rear 
panel 13. Each finger terminates in a rounded apex 
16c, and each finger is turned or twisted frontward out 
of the plane of the wire-form and relative to the base 
portions 6a, 6a to provide a torsional spring action 
which causes the apex 16c to bear against and apply 
pressure to the rear panel 13 (See FIG. 5). Thus, when 
the wire-form 16 is installed as illustrated, the rear 
panel 13 is securely mounted in the frame 10. 

In order to permit the wire-form 16 to be removed 
readily, the ends of the wire-form terminate in closely 
adjacent, outwardly-curled finger grips 16d, 16d which 
are disposed below the top finger. The grips 16d, 16d, 

65 

like the fingers 16c, 16c, may also be turned toward the 
rear panel 3 to apply pressure against the panel 13 at 
still another location; however, it has been found that 
the pressure-action of the other three fingers 16c, 16c 
is adequate to securely mount the rear panel 13 in the 
frame 10. 



3,789,528 
3 

As noted heretofore, the frame 10 mounts flush 
against a wall. For this purpose, there is provided on 
the wire-form keeper 16 a means to hang the frame 10 
on a wall in a manner which ensures flush engagement. 
In the illustrated embodiment, as seen in FIGS. 3 and 
4, the apex 16c of the top finger 16b is turned upwardly 
about a horizontal axis to provide a downturned shape 
for engaging over a support on a wall, such as the hook 
18 (FIG. 4). It is noted that in the present invention, 
the hanger is set forwardly of the rear edge of the frame 
10 a sufficient distance to cause the frame 10 to engage 
flush against the wall when the frame is hung on the 
hook 18. 
The plate 12 is supported in a preselected position in 

the display frame 10. In the illustrated embodiment, 
there is provided means to retain the plate 12 in a cen 
tral location in the frame 10 by means of a retainer 
which engages behind the plate 12 and along its pe 
ripheral margin. As best seen in FIGS. 4 and 5, the re 
tainer includes an insert 20 which is mounted in the 
chamber 15 between the front panel 11 and the rear 
panel 13. The insert 20 has a central aperture 20a with 
a shape corresponding to the shape of the plate 12, and 
the aperture is dimensioned to permit a major portion 
of the plate 12 to be received in the aperture 20a. The 
insert 20 has a frontward-facing portion 20b 
surrounding the aperture 20a, and the insert has a rear 
wardly-extending peripheral flange element 20c which 
engages the inner-periphery of the frame 10. A flexible 
flange 21, preferably of felt or like resilient material, 
surrounds the aperture 20a and extends inwardly to en 
gage behind and along the peripheral margin of the 
plate 12. Thus, the insert 20 operates as a means to lo 
cate the plate 12 centrally in the frame 10. It is noted 
that the rear edge of the flange element 20c engages the 
rear panel 13, and that the front-portion 20b engages 
the front panel 11 and extends outwardly into proxim 
ity with the frame 10 from aperture 20a. With this 
structure the insert is urged into positive engagement 
with the rear of the plate 12. If additional locating pres 
sure is desired, a pad 23 of compressible material such 
as rubber may be interposed between the rear panel 13 
and the back of plate 12. 

In certain instances, where a plate such as the plate 
112 (FIG. 6) has a circular rib 2a on its rear or under 
side, the rear panel 113 may be modified by providing 
a mating recess 113a or rib to center the plate 112 in 
the frame 10. In such event, the rear panel 13 pro 
vides the retaining and locating function. Also, if de 
sired, the insert 20 may be provided with recesses, ap 
ertures or the like which are capable of cooperating 
with ribs or the like on the underside of a plate for se 
curing the same centrally in the display chamber. Of 
course, the particular form of retainer can be varied to 
suit various sizes, shaped and structural features of var 
ious plates. 

In use, the plate 12 is placed in the display chamber 
15 with its front edge engaging against the inside of the 
front panel 11. The retainer 20 is then engaged against 
the rear of the plate 12, and the rear panel 13 is in 
stalled. The base portions 16a, 16a of the wire-form 16 
are inserted in the groove 7, preferably serially and in 
either a clockwise or counter-clockwise direction from 
either finger grip 16d. The display case C, thus assem 
bled with the plate 12 in the display chamber 15, can 
then be hung on a support on a wall in the customary 
manner. In order to remove the plate 12 or front panel 

4. 
1 for cleaning or handling purposes, the foregoing 
procedure is essentially reversed. 

10 

In view of the foregoing, it should be apparent that 
there has now been provided a novel display case for 
planar articles such as plates and the like which case is 
capable of being readily opened to permit the article to 
be periodically cleaned or handled. Moreover, the dis 
play case of the present invention enhances the appear 
ance of the article being displayed by being capable of 
flush mounting against a wall. 
While preferred embodiments of the present inven 

tion have been described in detail, various modifica 
tions, alterations or changes may be made without de 
parting from the spirit and scope of the present inven 
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tion as defined in the appended claims. 
Although the preferred embodiments have been de 

scribed with reference to plates, it should be apparent 
that the shallow chamber of the display case of the 
present invention adapts it to be used to contain other 
types of shallow articles such as medallions or the like. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A display case, comprising a frame having a front 

and a rear, a translucent front panel mounted in said 
frame, a rear panel spaced from said front panel to de 
fine therebetween a chamber for receiving an article 
to be displayed, retainer means for engaging the article 
and spacing the article in the chamber, said retainer 
means including a removable insert disposed between 
said panels, said insert having a frontward-facing por 
tion with an aperture for receiving the article, the mar 
ginal part of said portion around said aperture engaging 
behind the article when mounted in the chamber, said 
insert also having a rearwardly extending peripheral 
flange engaging the inner periphery of the frame and 
said rear panel, keeper means located behind said rear 
panel and engaging said rear panel at spaced locations, 
said keeper means including a groove in said frame, a 
wire-form having base portions engaging in said groove 
and finger portions extending inwardly from said base 
portions to engage said rear panel at said locations, said 
fingers being turned toward said rear panel so that pres 
sure is applied to the rear panel for securing the rear 
panel in the frame and for urging the insert forwardly 
against the rear of the article to locate the article in the 
chamber. 

2. A display case according to claim 1 wherein said 
marginal part includes a flexible flange mounted on 
said insert and extending inwardly around said aperture 
to engage the article when mounted in said chamber 
with said frontward-facing portion of said insert engag 
ing said front panel when said flexible flange engages 
behind said article. 

3. A display case according to claim 1 wherein said 
groove lies in a common plane spaced rearwardly of 
said rear panel, and said fingers engage said rear panel 
in a plane forwardly of the plane of the groove. 

4. A display case according to claim 9 wherein said 
frame has portions engaging one another to form cor 
ners, and said wire-form extends around said corners. 

5. A display case, comprising a frame having a front 
and a rear, a translucent front panel mounted in said 
frame, a rear panel spaced from said front panel to de 
fine therebetween a chamber for receiving an article to 
be displayed, retainer means for engaging the article 
and spacing the article in the chamber, keeper means 
located behind said rear panel and engaging said rear 
panel at spaced locations, said keeper means including 



3,789,528 
S 

a groove in said frame, a wire-form having base por 
tions engaging in said groove and finger portions ex 
tending inwardly from said base portions to engage said 
rear panel at said locations, said fingers being turned 
toward said rear panel so that pressure is applied to the 
rear panel for securing the rear panel in the frame and 
the article in the chamber, said frame having a top, a 
bottom and sides with at least one of said fingers de 
pending from said top and including means providing 
a downwardly concave hanger integral with said de 
pending top finger for engaging a support on a wall to 
mount said case to the wall. 

6. A display case according to claim 5 including a pad 
of compressible material carried by said rear panel for 
engaging the rear of said article and urging the same 
forwardly to locate said article in said chamber. 

7. A display case according to claim 5 wherein said 
depending finger has an apex turned upwardly about a 
horizontal axis to provide said downwardly concave 
hanger means and said upturned apex is inset from the 
rear of the frame to cause the rear of the frame to en 
gage flush against the wall when the frame is supported 
by the hanger means. 

8. A display case according to claim 7 wherein said 
wire-form terminates in closely adjacent finger grips 
located below said hanger means. 

9. A display case, comprising a frame having a front 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

SO 

55 

60 

65 

6 
and a rear, a translucent front panel mounted in said 
frame, a rear panel spaced from said front panel to de 
fine therebetween a chamber for receiving an article to 
be displayed, retainer means for engaging the article 
and spacing the article in the chamber, keeper means 
located behind said rear panel and engaging said rear 
panel at spaced locations, said keeper means including 
a groove in said frame, a wire-form having base por 
tions engaging in said groove and finger portions ex 
tending inwardly from said base portions to engage said 
rear panel at said locations, said fingers being turned 
toward said rear panel so that pressure is applied to the 
rear panel for securing the rear panel in the frame and 
the article in the chamber, said wire-form having ends 
located adjacent one another with said ends terminat 
ing in finger grips to facilitate mounting and dismount 
ing of said wire-form, and said wire-form having an in 
tegral hanger, said frame having an inturned front 
flange engaging a peripheral margin of the front panel 
and having a shoulder spaced from said front flange for 
engaging a peripheral margin of the rear panel with the 
rear panel being larger than the front panel, whereby 
both panels are capable of being removed from the rear 
of the frame after said wire-form is disengaged from its 
mounting groove. 
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