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This invention relates to a suspension member 
for flasks, and particularly for flasks used in dis 
pensing measured quantities of intravenous solu 
tions. 
Intravenous solutions are usually dispensed 

from a flask provided along its side with a cali 
brated Scale so that a predetermined volume of 
the Solution may be administered. To obtain a 
correct reading on the Scale, the flask must of 
course be suspended in a vertical position. 
The object of this invention is the provision of 

a simply constructed Suspension member which 
can be quickly attached to the base of a flask and 
which normally lies entirely in the plane of the 
base of the flask. 
The invention possesses other advantageous 

features some of which with the foregoing will 
be set forth at length in the following descrip 
tion. Where that form of the invention which has 
been selected for illustration in the drawing ac 
companying and forming a part of the present 
specification is outlined in full. In said drawing, 
One form of the invention is shown, but it is to 
be understood that it is not limited to such form, 
since the invention as set forth in the claims may 
be embodied in a plurality of forms. 

Referring to the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a suspension 

member embodying the objects of my invention, 
shown with its hook bent up in its operative po 
sition. 

Figure 2 is a bottom plan view of a flask, to the 
base of which is detachably secured the suspen 
Sion member shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a partial vertical section taken on 
the line 3-3 of Figure 2. 

Figure 4 is an upright side elevation of the 
flask shown in Figures 2 and 3. 

Figure 5 is a view similar to that shown in 
Figure 3, but with the hook of the suspension 
member bent up to its operative position. 
As shown in these various figures, the objects 

of my invention are embodied in a suspension 
member comprising a generally circular metal 
plate , from one-side of which has been stamped 
out a hook 2. The foot 3 of the hook should be 
located at the center of the plate so that any flask 
Suspended by the hook will hang in a true vertical 
position. Since the hook 2 normally lies in the 
plane of the plate f l as shown in Figures 2, 3, 
and 4, and must be bent through 90° to its oper 
ative vertical position as shown in Figures 1 and 
5, the plate should be made of a ductile metal. 
Formed on the periphery of the plate it is a 

5 

10 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

formed at its outer end into an inwardly facing 
flask-engaging channel 6. 

For the purpose of stiffening the plate and 
the hook 2, these members may be stamped with 
reinforcing ribs a and 2. 
As shown in Figures 2, 3, 4, and 5, the suspen 

Sion member above described may be detachably 
Secured over the base of a flask such as put 
out by Cutter Laboratories, by springing the chan 
nels 6 over diametrically opposed beads f8 pro 
vided on the base 9 of the flask. Preferably, the 
base 9 of the flask is formed with a circular re 
cess 2 for the accommodation of the plate 
and With lateral channels 22 and 23 for receiv 
ing respectively the ears 4 and 5. Although to 
facilitate shipment, the bases of flasks are made 
'Square as shown in the drawing, this feature is 
not essential to the present invention, for it is 
only necessary that the base of the flask be 
formed with Opposed beads or undercut shoulders 
over which the channels 16 of the plate can be 
Sprung. 
In conformity with usual practice, the flask f 

is provided with a longitudinally extending cali 
brated scale 24, so that the volume of solution 
dispensed or remaining in the flask may be readily 
determined at any time. 

Normally, the hook 2 is coplanar with its plate 
i? and with the base 9 of the flask, and therefore 
the flask may be made to rest on its base in stable 
equilibrium. When it is desired to dispense the 
contents of the flask, the hook 2 is bent out 
Wardly through 90° and suspended from any con 
venient Support. 
Although usually flasks for use in making in 

travenous injections are shipped to hospitals com 
plete with permanently attached suspension 
means, it is possible with a quickly detachable 
suspension means as above described to apply this 
device at the hospital and thereby avoid the ne 
cessity of Supplying each flask with individual 
suspension means. Not only will this device re 
Sult in conserving metal, but due to its extreme 
simplicity it can be made by a relatively simple 
die Stamping and cutting operation. 
We Cain: 
1. A Suspension member for fiasks comprising: 

a base plate of ductile material; a hook formed 
from, as a continuation of, and normally co 
planar with said plate but adapted to be bent at 
an angle thereto when it is desired to suspend a 
flask thereby; and means for securing said plate 
to the base of a flask. 

2. A Suspension member for flasks comprising: 
pair of diametrically opposed ears 4 and 5, each 55 a base plate of ductile material; a hook formed 

  



2 
from, as a continuation of, and normally co 
planar with said plate but adapted to be bent at 
an angle thereto when it is desired to suspend a 
flask thereby; and means for securing Said plate 
to the base of a flask, the foot of said hook being 
located at the center of said plate. 

3. A suspension member for flasks comprising: 
a base plate of ductile material and provided with 
opposed lateral channels adapted to be sprung 
Over a shoulder formed on the base of a flask;. 
and a hook formed from, as a continuation of, and 
normally coplanar with said plate but adapted to 
be bent at an angle thereto when it is desired to 
suspend said flask vertically thereby. 

4. In combination: a flask formed on its base 
with a central recess and with opposed lateral 
undercut shoulders; a suspension plate of ductile 
material accommodated within said recess and 
provided with opposed lateral channels sprung 
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over said shoulders; and a hook formed from, as 
a continuation of, and normally coplanar with 
said plate, said hook being adapted to be bent at 
an angle to the plate when it is desired to suspend 
the flask by the hook. 

5. In Combination: a flask formed on its base 
With a central receSS and With Opposed lateral 
undercut shoulders; a Suspension plate of ductile 
material accommodated within said recess and 
provided with opposed lateral channels sprung 
over said shoulders; and a hook formed from, as 
a continuation of, and normally coplanar With 
said plate, the foot of Said hook being located at 
the center of Said plate and said hook being 
adapted to be bent at an angle to Said plate when 
it is desired to suspend the flask from the hook. 

EDWARD M. ARMSTRONG, Jr. 
ROBERT K. CUTTER, 

  


