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To call chon it may concern: 
Be it known that we, PETERMINNICH and 

CONRAD LOHNES, of Springfield, in the county 
of Clarke and State of Ohio, have invented a 
new and useful Improvement in Belt-Clamps; 
and we do hereby declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the same, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of our inven 
tion. Fig. 2 is an end elevation of the same. 
IFig. 3 is a cross-section of the same, showing 
the construction of the ratchet for Working the 
tightening-screws. 
The object of this invention is to clamp and 

draw together the ends of a belt, and hold the 
same while being laced or otherwise joined; 
and it consists, first, in the method of operat 
ing simultaneously the clamping-screws; sec 
ond, in the manner of mounting the clamping 
eccentics, so as to admit of ready attachment 
and detachment of the belt; third, in the rela 
tive arrangement of the parts, whereby the 
tightening-screws are caused to operate in the 
plane of the belt. 
That others may fully understand our in 

vention, We will particularly describe it. 
A A are the end bars, connected by the 

right-and-left-hand screw-rods B B, so that 
the revolution of said screws will cause said 
bars A A to approach or recede, as the case 
may be. Beneath each of the bars Athere is 
a clamping device to seize and hold the end of 
the belt, and for this purpose we think it most 
convenient to employ eccentric rollers C C. A 
ratchet, D, is placed upon each of the screws 
B at or about its center, and also a lever, E, 
located over said ratchet, and provided with a 

reversing-pawl, F, so that said lever may be 
caused to actuate said ratchet in either direc 
tion desired. A connecting-rod, G, is pivoted 
at either end to the extremities of the leVers 
E, so that they are caused to move simulta 
neously in the same direction, and actuate 
equally the two ends of each of the bars A. A 
handle, H, may be placed upon the connect 
ing-bar G to facilitate its movement. The 
clamping-roller C has its end bearings in tWO 
boxes, IJ, the former of which is pivoted to 
the bar A at one end, and the latter of which 
is arranged to slide and engage with a hooked 
end, a, of the bar A, so that it may be readily 
detached therefrom for the removal of the ap 
paratus from the belt after the same has beell 
laced. 
The clamping-roller C may be rotated by 

means of a crank, c, or other convenient means. 
By employing the bars A and clamping 

rollers C, arranged relatively as described, we 
are enabled to place the screws B B at the 
ends of the bars A, and in the plane of the 
belt, so that when in operation the draft Will 
be straight, and without tendency either to 
spring the screws or bend the ends of the belt. 
Having described our invention, what We 

claim as new is 
In combination with the clamp-bars A. A 

and their attached clamping devices, the 
tightening-screws B B, ratchets ID, pawls F, 
and levers E, connected by rod G, substan 
tially as shown, and for the purpose set forth. 

P. MINNICE, 
CONRAD LOHNES. 

Witnesses: 
GEO. SPENCE, 
GEO. ARTHUR, 


