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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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* Application filed April 4, 1888, Seriallo, 269;524. (No model) 

Z0 ?¢¢é |¢¢f07??/ ?ô 7}¢¢¢/ ¢07¢¢é7°72; 
Be it known that l, ROBERT MI. APPLETON, 

a Stubject of the Queen of Great Britain and 
Ireland, residing at Boston, Suffolk county', 
Massachusetts, have in werated certain Im 
provements in Stockings, of which the folloW 
ing is a, Specification. 

'The object of my invention is to produce a, 
cheap stocking hawing a foot of leSS diameter 
than the leg of the stocking, this foot being 
without seams in the body portion and haw 
ing a heel of a more acceptable character than 
the heels of ordinary_Cut stockings, and this 
object, I attain in the manner hereinafter Set 
forth, 1reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, in which 

Figures 1, 2, 8, and 4 represent the SucceS 
si we stages in the manufacture of a StOcking or 
stocking-blank in accordance with my imwen 
tion, ? 

A perfectly-fitting stocking should have the 
foot, portion of less diamete1' than the tube 
forming the leg, but heretofo}'e this result has 
only been attained in the higher grades of 
Stockings by reSOrting to elaborate and ex 
pensiv'e Operations for' the formation of the 
foot. By my in wention, howewer, I make a, 
cheap Stocking havinag a foot of leSS diameter 
than the leg, and Otherwise more acceptable 
than the uStaal cheap Cut StOckings, and in 
carrying out 1my ita Vention I proceed as fol 
l0ws: ? 

A tube ·A of the proper diameter for the leg 
of the stocking is first kmitted upon a, ma 
Chine of any desired character, that portion 
of this tube from {t to (a’ being preferably 
krmitted with a double thread or a " thread 
|hea.wier than that employed in knitting the 
1’est of the tube. In this portion of the tube 
I then forma an imcision Ö, Fig. 2, by Gutting 
the tube om the lime (i d', and I then apply ? 
this cut portion of the tube to' the needles of 
a, kraitting-imachine of Smalle]]'' diameter than 
that used in making the tube for the leg, the 
stitches around the portion d of the tube be 
ing run Onto the needles of the Smaller head 
stitch for $titch, aS Said Stitches form part of 
a, continuOtLS course, S0 th?t a SeamleSS union 
is forrmed between the foot and ankle Ower the 
instep. The portions d', howewer, consist of 
the ends of Successive courses of Stitches, and 
these portions are therefore simply pressed or " 
jabbed upon the remaining needles of the 
|head, the character of the incisiora b being 

preferably such that the portionS (f (t' of the 
jube will just fill the meedles of the Smallel' 
|head. After the application of the fabric tO 
the needles of the smaller head luaS thaus been 
effected a kmitted tube B is formed upon the 
1atter, as shown in Fig. 8, this tube being of 
the proper diameter for the foot of the Stock 
ing to be produced. ^ 
On completing the formation of the tube 

and remowing the Same from the Smaller 
|head, the stocking Will preSehat the appear 
arace shown in Fig. 4, all that remainS to be 
done being to Sew up or otherWiSe close the 
toe portion of the tube and trim off the Sur 
plus material, as indicated by dotted lines in 
Fig. 4, and to loop together on am Ordinary 
Seaming-imachine the edgeS.f.f at the bottom 
of the heel, the joiningS Of the front edgeS Of 
the heel and the rear edgeS Of the body por 
tion of the foot being of an unObjectiOraable 
character, as they are simply form.ed by knit 
ting the first course of the foot-tube to the 
edges d' d/. ~ 

| Although, as stated, it is preferable t0 form 
the heel portion of the stocking with a dOut 
ble thread or a, thread hea,Vie}’ than that used 
for forming the foot and leg, ílais is not abS0-- 
lutely essential to the proper carrying Out of 
my in weration. ? 

I do not claim, broadly, a, St0ckitag haWiug a, 
Seamless foot-tribe less in diametel? than the 
leg-tube, as this has here.tofore been pro 
posed; but • 

I claim as my in wentio}a and desire to Se 
cure by letters Patent-- •? 
A stocking hawing a leg consisting Of a tube 

having at the lower end a heel-pOCket inate 
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gral therewith, said heel-p0cket being Seamed • 
at the bottom, but hawing raW' Or Cut front 
edges, and the body of the foot, COnSisting of 
a, Seamless tube less in diameter' tha,ta, the 
leg, the upper portion of this tt be forming a 
SeamleSS union with the front poi'tio}] Of the 
leg-tube, and the lower portion of Said foot 
tube being commeCted to the raw or Cºut edges 
at the front of the heel-pocket, Substal tially' 
as Specified. 
In testimony whereof have signed tmy name 

to this specification in the presence of tW0 Sub 
Scribing WitheSSes. 

B(}}3ER'1 M. APPLE'['O)}N', 
WitmeSSes: 

JOHN A. STRA],EY', 
GREENTEAR' CJARXJg. 
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