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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ROBERT M. APPLETON,
a subject of the Queen of Great Britain and
Ireland, residing at Boston, Suffolk county,
Massachusetts, have invented certain Im-
provements in Stockings, of whichthe follow-
ing is a speecification.

The object of my invention is to producea
cheap stocking having a foot of less diameter
than the leg of the stocking, thisfoot being
without seams in the body portion and hav-
ing a heel of amore acceptable character than
the heels of ordinary cut stockings, and this
object I attain in the manner hereinafter set
forth, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

Figures 1, 2, 3, and 4 represent the succes-
sive stagesin the manufacture of a stockingor
stoekmmblank in accordance with myinven-
tion.

A perfectly »ﬁttmg stocking should have the
foot portion of less diameter than the tube
forming the leg, but heretofore this resulthas
only been attained in the higher grades of
stockings by resorting to elaborate and ex-
pensive operations for the formatioh of the
foot. By my invention, however, I make a
cheap stocking having a foot of less diameter
than the leg, and otherwise more acceptable
than the usual cheap cut stockings, and in

carrying out my invention I proceed as fol-
lows:

A tube A of the proper diameter fortheleg
of the stocking is first knitted upon a ma-
chine of any desired chamcter that portion
of this tube from « to o bem«r preferably
Lknitted with a double thle‘ld or a thread
heavier than that employed in knitting the
rest of the tube. In this p01t10n of the tube
I then form an incision b, Fig. 2, by cutting

the tube on the line d d’,hnd I then apply‘

this cut portion of the tube to the needles of
a knitting-machine of smaller diameter than
that used in malking the tube for the leg, the
stitches around the portion d of the tube be-
ing run onto the needles of the smaller head
stitch for stitch, as said stitehes form part of
a continuous course, so that a seamless union
is formed between the footand ankle overthe
instep. The portions d’, however, cousist of

the ends of successive courses of stitehes, and
these portions are therefore simply pressed or
jabbed upon the remaining needles of the
head, the character of the incision b being

plefex ably such that the portions d d’ of the
tube will just fill the needles of the smaller
head. After the application of the fabric to
the needles of the smaller head has thusbeen
effected a knitted tube B is formed upon the
latter, as shown in Fig. 3, this tube being of
the proper diameter for the foot of the stock-
ing to be produced.

On completing the formation of the tube
and removing the same from the smaller
head the stocking will present the appear-
ance shown in Fig. 4, all that remains to be
done being to sew up or otherwise close the
toe portion of the tube and trim off the sur-
plus material, as indicated by dotted lines in
Fig. 4, and to loop together on an ordinary
seammO-maehme the (,does f f at the bottom
of the heel the joinings of the front edges of
the heel and the rear edges of the body por-
tion of the foot being of an unobjectionable
character, as they are simply formed by knit-
ting the first course of the foot-tube to the
edges'd’ d'. '

Mthouc’h as stated, it is preferable to form
the heel p01t10n of the stocking with a dou-
ble thread or a thread heavier than that used
for forming the foot and leg, this is not abso-
lutely essential to the proper carrying out. of
my invention.

I do not claim, broadly, a stocking having a
seamless foot-tube less in diameter than the
leg-tube, as this has heretofore been pro-
posed; but

I claim as my invention and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent—

A stocking having a leg consisting of a tube
having at the lower end a heel- pocket inte-
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gral therewith, said heel-pocket being seamed -

at the bottom, but having raw or cut front
edges, and the body of the foot consisting of
a seamless tube less in diameter than the
leg, the upper portion of this tube forming a
seamless union with the front portion of the
leg-tube, and the lower portion of said foot-
tube being connected to the raw or cut edges
at the front of the heel-pocket, substantially
as specified.

Intestimony whereof Lhavesigned my name
tothis specificationin the presence of two sub-
seribing withesses.

ROBERT M.

Witnesses:

JOHN A. STRALEY,
GREENLEAF CLARKE.

APPLETON,
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