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justing motion from longitudinally adjustable 
castings 2 at opposite sides of the machine. The 
raising and lowering of the slides to effect ad 
justment of the feed-off mechanism to the prop 
er elevation is controlled by mechanism 5 in 
cluding a feeler i 6 arranged to ride on top of 
the bank, rearwardy of the pile. 
The feeler 6 is mounted on the lower end of 

an arm 22 having its upper end fixed to a rock 
shaft 23 carried by the slides 2 and connecting 
transversely thereacroSS. Also fixed on the rock 
shaft 23 at one extremity thereof is a lever arm. 
24 having a depending rod 25 secured thereto 
so that raising or lowering of the feeler 6 de 
pending upon the height of the bank rearwardly 
of the pile of sheets is translated into Oscillatory 
motion of the lever 25 to carry the rod 25 in an 
arcuate path toward and from engagement with 
trigger mechanism 26 mounted alongside one of 
the castings 2. 
As described in the aforesaid patent, arcuate 

motion of the rod 25 to the right as viewed in 
Figure 3 in consequence to lowering of the height 
of the bank of sheets upon which the feeler 6 
rides acts on the trigger mechanism 26 to effect 

2.896,240 
the shaft from a stud 45 carried by a lever $6 
pivotally supported by the table adjacent to the 
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driving of a ratchet wheel 2 by one or the other . 
of a pair of oscillating pawls 28. To effect this 
purpose, the trigger mechanism 26 carries one of 
a pair of latch bars 29 fixed thereon (only one 
latch bar is shown) into atching engagement 
with one or the other of a pair of triangularly 
shaped studs 3 carried by arms 3 normally 
Oscillatable about the axis of the shaft; 32 upon 
which the ratchet wheel is mounted so as to dis 
continue such oscillatory motion of the an 
Carrying the Studi thus engagedi. 
These arms normally hold the pawls 33 from 

engagement with the teeth of the ratche; wheel 
27 and permit engagement of the pawls with 
the ratchet wheel only upon interruption of 
Oscillatory notion of the arrins 38 as described 
in greater detail in the aforementioned patent 
to Frank R. 8eluche. 
A can 33 fixed on the ratchet, shaft, 32 eas 

gages with a follower 34 carried by a lever 35 piv 
oted on the casting 2 and connects with the side 
through a link 36 to effect raising and overing 
of the slide depending upon the director of ro 
tation of the ratchet wheel and can by the 
pavy engaged there Vyf. 
The bank feed controlling mechanism B G as 

shown includes a feeler i Which feelis for thae 
height of the pile so that whenever the top of 
the pile drops below a predetermined level the 
bank is advanced to ring sheets forward and 
restore the top sheet to its proper elevation. 
The manner in which the bank is advanced 

whenever the top of the pile drops below a pre 
determined level and the mechanism for effec 
ing this result is essentially the same as that de 
scribed in the aforementioned patent to Sran. 
R. Eelluche, No. 2,237,784. This mechanism 
includes a depending rod $3 fixed to move with 
the feeler with its lower end engageable with 
a medially pivoted ever 3 to swing the lower 
end of the lever upwardly when the height of 
the pile is less than diesired. Such motion of 
the lever is translated into rotation of a lon 
gitudinally extending shaft 48 through s, finger 

J'. engaged vith the end 42 of the lever ?t to 
effect disengagement of a latch bar 43 carried by 
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jogger and feed rolls 3. 
Disengagement of the latch 44 from the studi 

allows the lever 46 to follow a continuously driven 
can 47 and the resulting oscillatory motion of 
the lever is translated through a link $8 to a 
lever 49 freely pivotally mounted on the shaft 
50 carrying the gear . This shaft also has a 
ratchet wheel 5 fixed thereon, and a past 52 
on the end of the lever 9 opposite the linx (38 
cooperates with the ratchet wheel during oscil 
lation of the lever 49 by the lever 46 to impair; 
rotation to the shaft SC. Since the shaft 59 is 
geared to the shaft for the pulley 8, it folloys 
that the tapes are thus driven to carry the sheets 
forwardly toward the feed-off positio. 
While the operation of the feeder naaya age 

parent from the drawings and the foregoing dee 
scription, for convenience it is summed up Es 
follows: 
The bank advancing tapes 8 advance the bank 

of sheets Stoward the feed-off position. A; the 
same time the jogger 2 jogs the foremost sheets 
into a pile. The functioning of the drive for the 
bank advancing tapes is controlled by the mech 
anism i , the feeler of which feels for the 
height of the pile. Thus, not only is the height 
of the sheet to be fed of maintained in propar 
relation to the feed-off mechanism, but in addi 
tion the rear edge of the sheet, being controlled 
by the jogger 2, is in a predetermined position 
at all tirnes, regardless of irregularities in oise; 
between adjacent sheets of the oank. 

the manner in which the feed-off anechanism 
functions to gic of the topmost sheat ir: iraei 
relation with the jogger notion 2 is, of couse, 
readily apparent and needs no further explain:- 
tion. 

Sirona the foregoing description, takera irà cora 
nection with the accompanying drawings it, still 
be readily apparent to those skilled in the art, tasi, 
this inveration providies a substantia improvergaen: 
in sheet feeders of the continuous type ra thº i 
utilizes the adventages of a pile and at the sate 
time retains the continuity of feed which char 
acterizes the continuous or bank type feeder, and 
that iš ?hereby rendiers such feaediers Viviholly sz?is 
factory for use with a types of stocle and feat 
ticularly card-o3rdi. 
What it clair as any invention is: 
in a shee, feeder of the continuous tyse where 

in sheets are fed in a bank to a predeteraine: 
feed-off gosition, the combination of: means for 
advancing a bank of sheets toward the feasi-oc? 
position; a jogger in the path of the sheets for 
intermittently engaging the front edges of the 

3. 

f 

fore most sheets of the bank and jogging thern 
into a pile at the feed-off position; meehanism 
for controlling the operation of the bank advanc 
ing means including a feeler adapted to feel for 
the height of the pile; feed-off mechanism oger 
able upon the zear portion of the topmost sheet, 
of the pie for effecting movement of the sheet, 
forwardly off the plie across the jogger; and con 
trol means for maintaining said feed-off mech 
anism at a proper operating elevation with resert 
to the pile including a feeler engaging with the 
top of the bank near the rear of the pile. 
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