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To all whom if may concern.:

Be it known that I, Aroxzo . Burraman,

a citizen of the United States, residing at
Grand View, in the county of Louisa and
State of Iowa, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Artificial-
Tooth Plates; and I do declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains
i make and use the same.

This invention relates to improvements in
plates for artificial teeth and particularly to
lower jaw plates.

One object of the invention is to provide
a plate of this character having an im-
proved means for holding the same firmly
in place in the mouth without discomfort.

With this and.other objects in view, the
invention consists of certain novel features
of construction, combination and arrange-
ment of parts as will be more fully de-
scribed =znd particularly pointed out in the
appended claims. :

In the accompanying drawings: Figare 1
is a perspective view of a lower jaw plate
embodying my invention; Fig. 2 is a plan
view thereof; Fig. 8'is a rear view of the
same; Fig. 4 is a central vertical longi-
tudinal sectional view. ’

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 denotes my improved lower jaw
plate, said plate comprising the gum-engag-
ing channel 2 having in its upper edge the
artificial teeth 8. These parts may be
formed of the usual or any suitable material,
and constructed in any suitable manner. The
inner side of the gum-engaging channel ex-
tends down into the lower portion of the
mouth and to the lower edge of said inner
side is secured a soft flexible plate 4 formed
of rubber or similar composition and having
therein a central V-shaped notch 5.

The soft rubber plate 4 may be secured to
the tooth plate 1 in any suitable manner
but is preferably secured by forming a
groove or recess 6 in the lower edge of the

inner side of the plate 1 into which is
closely fitted and cemented the outer edge
of the soft rubber plate as clearly shown in
Figs. 8 and 4 of the drawing. -

When in proper position the plate 4 will
engage the bottom of the mouth and lie be-
neath the tongue, the latter thus serving to
firmly hold the plate in position on the
lower gums, but permitting the plate to be
removed when desired.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and operation of the inven-
tion will be readily understood without re-
quiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion
and the minor details of construction may
be resorted to without departing from the
principle or sacrificing any of the advan-
tages of this invention, as defined in the ap-
pended claims.

Having thus described my invention what
I clpim is:—

1. A dental plate for the lower jaw com-

- prising a channel-shaped, curved portion to
“cover the gum, and a soft fexible rubber
plate secured to the inner edge thereof and -

forming the whole interior portion or main
body of the plate: ‘

2. A plate for artificial lower jaw teeth,
comprising a channe! shaped gum-engaging
portion adapted to be engaged with the
lower gums, said gum-engaging portion hav-
ing formed in the edge of its inner side a
groove, a soft, flexible, plate having its inner
edge fitted and secured in said groove, said
soft plate decreasing in thickness toward its
outer edge and having formed therein a cen-
trally disposed substantially V-shaped notch.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two . subscribing
witnesses.

ALONZO C. BUTTMAN.

Witnesses:
Franxuin P. GaBLE,
Franxk FowLer.
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