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260
(57) Abstract

An improved method and instrumentation for o
performing spinal surgery, including dissection, inter-body :
fusion, and rigid internal fixation of the spine from the lateral 258 N
aspect of the spine, is disclosed. The surgical procedure can be HE
performed through a very small incision. The instrumentation 1 262
of the present invention, all of which is inserted from a lateral
position into the spine in the preferred embodiment, includes !—" 5 "_l
a guide pin (30), a distractor (100), an extended outer sleeve 261 !

(140), an inner sleeve (242), an adjustable drill (250), and an 15 \ 15
implant driver. The distractor (100) of the present invention is i

driven into the disc for spacing apart and realigning the 11248
adjacent vertebrae. It further functions as an alignment rod for

inserting the extended outer sleeve which is a hollow tubular 242”;}':
member capable of maintaining said spacing and alignment of | 140
two adjacent vertebrae, and defines a protected space through '
which subsequent instruments may be included.
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This international report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.: .
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafed in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Group 1, claim(s)1-89 and 91
606/61.

Group 11, claim 90, drawn to a depth limiting device, Class 606/102.

-94, drawn to a method of inserting an intraspinal implant and a distrator instrument, Class

1. D As all required additional search fees were timel

y paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort

justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid. specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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