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(54) Title: LABEL APPLICATOR SYSTEM

(57) Abstract: A label applicator system provides for high speed, accurate label transfer from a web to items moving on an item
&= transport along a path relative to the system. The items (P), such as bottles, have a contoured surface. The applicator includes a
& supply reel (14) for supplying labels (L) on a web (w) and a take-up (16) for taking up the web after transfer of the label. The system
includes a web positioning assembly (26) and a movable label applicator head (18). A contour sensor (46) senses the bottle contour
and develops a profile for the head to follow to apply the labels to the bottles. The web positioning assembly (26) is configured to
advance and retract the web to accommodate a pitch difference between the bottles in the bottle transport and the labels on the web
and to accommodate movement of the decorating head toward and away from the bottles in the bottle transport.
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A label applicator head movable toward and away from an item
in response to a profile sensed by a contour sensor.

2. claims: 20-30,41-46,57

A web positioning assembly for advancing and retracting the
web in response to a difference in product pitch and label
pitch.
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