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Our invention relates to women’s compacts, 
or vanity cases, and is particularly directed to 
the provision of an improved compact of the 
kind ñtted with an electric light and having a 
case with a cover, a partition ñtted in the case, 
and formed to accommodate makeup materials. 
dry cell batteries being arranged below said par 
tition. 
Compacts are small containers fitted with a 

small mirror and a powder compartment, and 
designed to be carried in a purse or handbag so 
that the owner may, whenever judged necessary 
or expedient, touch up her makeup. Often a wom 
an will want to use her compact where light is 
poor, as for instance in a theater lobby, and it 
would be a great convenience to have a light in 
corporated in the compact. It would also be 
very convenient to have a compact arranged to 
carry the usual lipstick in its container, since 
when carried separately in a purse as is usuaLit 
is necessary for the user to hold both the com 
pact and the purse while searching for the lip 
stick. 

It is the general object of the invention to 
provide a compact providing space for a lipstick 
and provided with an electric light, more specific 
reference to objects of the invention being made 
hereinafter. 
An object of the invention is to provide a 

woman’s compact provided with a small electric 
light, the light and its batteries being arranged 
on a carrier member separable as a complete 
unit from the compact to facilitate assembly 
and replacement of parts. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

switch control means for a~ compact provided 
with an electric light capable of being manually 
operated or to be automatically operated by the 
opening and closing of the compact. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a recess to receive a lipstick container 
and liitted with means to facilitate removal of 
the lipstick for use. ' 

Another object of the invention is to provide 
a compact or vanity case ñtte'd with’an electric 
light and switching means therefor so arranged 
that should the user close the compact cover 
without ñrst switching off the light, the cover 
will nevertheless operate the switch to interrupt .1 
the circuit of the electric light so thatthe bat 
tery cannot be accidentally exhausted. 
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29e-a base’ separableï'fró?i the compact. 
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Yet another object of the invention is to pro- . 
vide a compact fitted with an electric light. the 
case >of the compact being shapedtov provide: 

Z c 

space for-dry` cellsvproviding electric current lul 
the light, vthe shape of the container being also 
such .as to be unusually comfortable and easy for 
the user to hold securely. 

In the drawings:l » 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the compact of 
our invention in open position. 

Fig. 2 is a central vertical section through the 
compact shown in Fig. 1. ' ' 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary detail drawn to a larger 
scale with parts'shown in> section showing of the 
arrangement of a switch controlling­ an elec 
tric light ñtted in the compact. 
Fig-4 is a vsection onthe line 1_4 of Fig. 2 

Llooking in the direction of the arrows and there 
fore showing the underside of a partition ar-V 
ranged in the' compact. ' 

Fig. 5y is av >perspective view showing the elec 
trical components’of the compact mounted on 

Fig. 6`is anexploded view showing the ar 
rangement'of vtheparts of a separable sub-base 
for the electrical'V units. the view showing the 
units asnseen fromA below being shown in Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is 'a fragmentary detail in section on the 
line 'l--J of Flggfi and drawn to a much larger 
scale( „' Y 

Fig. 8 `is au fragx'neentaryA detail drawn to a. 
larger scale andlin section on the line 8-8 of 
Fig. 4. . v . 

Fig. 9 is afragmentary ̀ detail drawn to a 
larger scale and­ showing in section the method 
of ,securing together metal and> insulating sheets 
withÁmetal rivet'sg‘whilïe securing the desired in 
sulation. ’ ' ‘ ` ' 

In the drawings, the _numeral I0 indicates an 
outer case of any suitable material provided with 
a cover i 2 hingedfat >Illto the outer case. A 
detent lISy holding the cover closed may be re­­ 
leased by stud vlßexiaending through an opening 
in_caseglß. A mirrorZll is mounted in any suit 

. . ablemanneron the inside of the cover. 
A partition 22 _is fitted. into the case I0 and 

hinged on the same pin as the cover I0. The par 
titionisheld in position by a .pin 24 Figure 7 
mounted on a .leaf spring 26 secured to the par 
tition and extending into'a dimpled hole 28 in 
theouter case. When the pin 24 is depressed by 
the Afinger tip, the partition' may be readily ro 
tatedî upwardly about its'fhingedfconnection to 
the outer‘caselû". í `­ ' A ~ " ' 

Theupper 1*surfacehf‘ partition '22 is stamped 

Fig. is a cross»sectiorifonl the line lû-lß ofv 
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to provide a recess 30 to contain powder and the 
usual fabric applicator (not shown) . The recess 
30 is provided with a cover hinged at 34 to the 
partition and held closed by a readily releasable 
catch 36a carried by leaf spring 30 secured to 
case |0, or of any suitable construction. 
A recess 38 is also provided to receive any usual 

form of lipstick container 40. A length of bowed 
spring material 42 is secured in the'bottom of 
recess 30 to hold the lipstick container in posi 
tion to be readily removed for use, the container 
being however pushed into the recess 38 when 
the cover I2 is closed by the mirror pressing down 
upon the raised lipstick container. 
A third recess 44 is formed to receive a flash 

light bulb 46 projecting through a hole 48 cut in 
the wall of the recess. A stud 50> operating a 
switch, later described, controlling the electric 
light bulb is arranged to project through a slot 
52 in the partition 22. 
The electric light bulb 46 together with dry 

cells 54, 56 and a switch, generally indicated at 
58, are mounted as a unit on a separate sub base 
6i) formed as a flat sheet lying flat against the 
underside of the partition with one­ downwardly 
curvedv side flange 62 engaging against an in 
wardly curved flange 63 projecting from one side 
of the partition and a second similar flange 64 
abutting against the side vof the stamped out re 
cess 33 for the lipstick. The ñange B4 is provided 
with a struck out projection 66 which is arranged 
to nt into a slot 68, Fig. 4, cut in the side wall of 
the pressed out lipstick‘recess 38 engaged by the 
flange. The resilience of the flanges 62, 64 is suf 
ficient to retain the sub base securely in position 
but it may be assembled or dis-assembled merely 
by ñexing flange 64 away from the wall of the 
lipstick recess and pulling it away from the un 
derside of partition I6, as for instance by insert 
ing the point of a nail file or other Vtool into a 
hole 'le provided for that purpose in flange 64. 
To assemble the sub base with a lamp and dry 
batteries mounted thereon it is necessary only 
to press Ythe sub base inwardly, with the flash 
light bulb 46 positioned to pass through hole 48 
until projection 66 engages in slot 68. It should 
be noted that all electrical parts are contained 
in the one self contained unit with no extrane 
ous wiring or switching arrangements. 
An end lug 12 is bent up from plate 60 and 

is used to mount a small bus bar orcormecting 
strip 14 clipped on lug 12 by a clip 16, a piece 
of insulation 18Y being arranged betweenV clip 16 
and bar 14. Another lug 80 is struck up from 
plate 6i) and is spaced from lug `12 the proper 
distance to enable a dry cell battery to be in 
serted between one end of bar 14 and lug 80. 
An L-shaped strip of insulation 82 is laid upon 

sheet 6e and an L-shaped metal strip 84 upon 
insulating strip 82. The forward end of strip 84 
is bent upwardly'to form the'ce'nter contact 85 
for iiashlight bulb 46'which is screwed into a hole 
in an upwardly bent portion 86 of plate 60. An 
other insulating stripf88 is laid upon strip 64. 
Strip 88 is cut out at 89 to receive an operating 
head of a switch 90, later described, and'is pro 
vided with a hole 92 to enable a spring contact 
member 94 to project therethrough.> Member 94 
is formed as an extension of an L-shaped strip ` 
96 having an upturned lug 98 forming a contact 
for a second dry cell battery inserted between lug 
98 and the other end of bar 14. The assembly of 
metal plates and insulating strips is riveted be 
tween a metal strip |00 separated by a strip of 
insulation |02 from metal strip 96. The several 
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metal plates or strips with the strips of insu 
lating material between them are assembled into 
a rigid unit by riveting them together, two of the 
rivets |04 being shown in Fig. 5. The metal 
plates or strips requiring to be insulated from 
one another are so insulated notwithstanding that 
the metal rivets secure them together by provid 
ing oversize rivet holes in metal strips 84 and 
96 so that when the rivets are upset by pressure 
the insulating material 82, 88 is forced into the 
rivet holes, as shown in Fig. 9, and hold the rivet 
stems spaced from the edges of the metal strips 
referred to. To secure the accuracy of align 
ment required and facilitate rapid assembly the 
plates and strips included in the electrical unit 
are provided with locating holes |06 fitting close 
ly on accurately ground pins in the assembly 
jig. 

Strips 84, 82, and plate 60 are provided with 
' aligned slots for the passage of stem 90a of the 
switch 90, the slot being long enough to enable 
the switch head to be slid back and forth, move 
ment of the switch in one direction separating 
contact 94 from metal strip 84 while movement 
in the opposite direction enables contact 94 to 
engage strip 84. In the closed position of the 
lid of the compact, mirror 29 presses downwardly 
on the stem 6ta of the switch separating contact 
94 from plate 84 as shown in Fig. 3. Switch head 
90b is preferably wedge shaped and engages 
against a bent portion 94a of the metal strip 9B 
forming contactl 94 when moved in one direction 
but moves clear of 94a when moved in the oppo 
site direction to enable contact 94 to engage plate 
84. The resiliency of strip 96 is effective to hold 
the stem of the switch extending upwardly from 
the partition when the cover is in open position 
and to retain the head of the switch in adjusted 
position. 

40 To secure the batteries against sideward move 
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ment, one side 85a of bulb mount 8B is inwardly 
curved and the batteries ñt snugly against each 
other between the bulb mount and the inwardly 
curved side 62 of plate 50. 

It will be seen that the batteries 5o are ar 
ranged in series and the path for electric current 
runs from dry cell battery 54, lug 8:3 on plate Bil, 
bulb mount 86, the ñlament of the lamp and 
center contact thereof, lug S5 on plate 64, switch 
contact 94 on plate 96 and through lug 93 struck 
up from that plate to the other dry cell battery 
56 through bus bar 14. 

It will be noted that the compact of our inven 
tion is so arranged as to be of great convenience 
and utility, providing an adequate receptacle for 
face powder and accommodation for a full size 
lipstick and ñtted with an electric light which 
may be either automatically or manually switched 
on and off but the circuit of which is automatic 
ally broken by the closing of the cover of the 
compact. ’ 

The shape of the compact, the depth or thick 
ness of which is increased toward the hinge I6 
to accommodate the batteries, also provides a 
compact which is unusually easy to hold in the 
hand while in use. 
While we have specifically described and illus 

trated a preferred embodiment of the compact 
of our invention, it is to be understood that 
various changes and modifications may be~ made 
by those skilled in the art without departing from 
the scope of the invention as intended to be de 
fined by the appended claims. 
We claim: 
1. A compact or vanity case having a case with 
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a cover having a mirror mounted therein fitted 
with an electric light, comprising: a horizontal 
partition extending across the whole area of the 
case and formed to hold powder and lipstick and 
shaped to provide a light outlet; and an electrical 
assembly having a mount for a flash light bulb. 
dry cell electric current generating means to sup 
ply the electric light bulb, and switch means, ar 
ranged as a self contained unit detachably 
mounted below the horizontal partition including: 
a base plate on which the electrical assembly is 
mounted; a pair of upstanding ñanges on opposite 
sides of said base plate, one of which ñanges is 
adapted to abut the inner face of a flange project 
ing from the partition and interñtting parts on 
the other or" said flanges and on the wall of a 
pressed out portion of the horizontal partition 
constituting a recess for makeup material and 
elïective to retain the electrical assembly in ad 
justed position against the lower face of the par 
tition, the assembly being detachable by springing 
the iiange interñtting with said pressed out por 
tion of the partition out of engagement therewith. 

2. A compact or vanity case having a case with 
a cover having a mirror mounted therein fitted 
with an electric light, a horizontal partition ex 
tending across the whole area of the case and 
formed to hold powder and lipstick and shaped 
to provide a light outlet, comprising: an elec 
trical assembly having a mount for a iiash light 
bulb, dry cell electric current generating means to 
supply the electric light bulb, and switch means 
arranged as a self contained unit detachably 
mounted below the horizontal partition; and a 
downwardly extending depression about the light » 
opening in the horizontal partition effective to 
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project the light upwardly, said electrical assem 
bly comprising a base plate having an upstanding 
portion providing a mount for a flash light bulb, 
said upstanding portion being concavely con 
toured on one side, an upstanding liange extend 
ing from said base plate opposite to and spaced 
from said concavely contoured side of the bulb 
mount, the dry cell means being positioned be 
tween and in part held by said light bulb mount 
and upstanding ñange. 

HARRY W. HAHN. 
HOWARD A. WEISMAN. 
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