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To all whom it may concern a 0 
Beit known that I, JoHN P. Wres, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Nyack, 
in the county of Rockland and State of New 
York, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Seam, Structures for Gar 
ments, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in garments, more particularly however, to 
the seams thereof, it having primarily to do 
with the shoulder seams of knitted wear, the object of the invention being to provide an 
improved garment seam, which will mate 
rially prevent the sagging of the garment at 
the shoulder and which will also 
permit in certain cases the use of a very 
light fabric for uniting the heavier fabric 

the garment, an object of the present in 
vention being the provision of an improved 
garment in which the spaced edges of the 
garment seam are united by strips, one over 
lying and the other underlapping such 
spaced edges and so connected therewith 
that the raw edges of the flat strips are cov 
ered whereby a more desirable lapped seam 
is obtained than heretofore. 
In the drawings accompanying and form ing part of this specification, 
igure 1 illustrates this improved seam 

applied to the shoulders of a knitted gar 
ment; Fig.2 is an enlarged detail view illus 
trating this improved seam; Fig. 3 is a cross 
sectional view taken online 8-3 Fig. 2. 

Similar characters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in the several figures 
of the drawings. ". This improved seam-structure comprises 
in the present instance an overlapping strip. 
2 and an underlapping strip 3 secured by 
suitable stitches to the spaced edges 4 of the 
garment, which in the present instance is 
shown as a knitted undershirt 5, the strips 
being stitched to the garment in such man 
ner that the raw edges of the strips are cov 
ered. The wales of the strips extend length 
wise of the strips and therefore transversely 
or at right angles to the wales of the gar 
ment. 
In view of the fact that knit goods has 

elasticity in both directions but very little 
in the direction of its length or in the di 
rection of the wale thereof, it is desirable 
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and in fact at times necessary to connect the 
adjoining edges of the garment, especially 
at the shoulder seams, with the wales of the 
f at right angles to the wales or stitches 
O ebody of the garment, thereby to pre 
vent, the sagging of the garment at such 
seams, and I have discovered that by means 
of the present improvement this disadvan 
tage just referred to is avoided and a very 
much improved garment obtained, while at 
the same time a greater freedom or elasticity 
to the body length of the garment is pro 
yided. In addition to the foregoing, by 
forming a seam with an overlapping and 
underlapping strip, the strips can be made 
of a different weight material from that 
forming the garment as, for instance, the 
strips may be made of a lighter weight or 
of a thinner material than that of which 
the garment is formed, while at the same 
time materially reinforcing the garment at 
the seam where the strips are applied, and 
therefore the improvement may be used with 
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advantage at other places in a garment, as, 
for instance, down the legs of certain styles 
and materials of underwear. 
I claim as my invention: 
1. As a new article of manufacture, a gar 

ment having spaced edges at its seam, an 
overlapping strip and an underlapping strip 
secured along their edges to the spaced edges 
of the garment seam, both the garment and 
the strips having greater elasticity in one 
direction than in another, the strips having 
their greater elasticity transverse to the 
greater elasticity of the garment. 

2. As a new article of manufacture, a gar 
ment having Wales and spaced edges at its 
Sean, and an overlapping strip and an underlapping strip also having wales and 
secured along their edges to the spaced edges 
of the garment seam and unstitched to 
gether between their stitched edges, the wales 
of the strips extending transversely of the 
wales of the garment. 

3. As a new article of manufacture, a 
garment having spaced edges at its seam, 
and an overlapping strip and an underlap 
ping strip secured along their edges to the 
spaced edges of the garment, the strips being 
of a different grade of material than thema. 
terial of the garment, both the garment and 
the strips having greater elasticity in one 

80 

85 

90 

00 

105 



0 

5 

20 

25 

SO 

direction than in another, the strips having 
their greater elasticity transverse to the 
greater elasticity of the garment. 

4. As a new article of manufacture, a . 
knitted garment having wales and spaced 
edges at its seam, and an overlapping knit 
ted strip and an underlapping knitted strip 
also having wales and secured along their 
edges to the spaced edges of the garment 
seam, the wales of the strips extending trans 
versely of the wales of the garment, the 
strips being of a different grade of material 
than the material of the garment. 

5. As a new article of manufacture, a 
knitted garment having Wales and spaced 
edges at its seam, and an overlapping knit 
ted strip and an underlapping knitted strip 
stitched along their edges to the spaced 
edges of the garment seam, the Wales of the 
strips extending transyersely of the Wales 
of the garment, the strips being of a differ: 
ent grade of material than the material of 
the garment, and the stitches connecting the 
strips with the garment covering the raw 
edges of both strips. 

6. As a new article of manufacture, a 
garment having spaced edges at its seam, 
and an overlapping strip and an under 
lapping strip secured along their edges to 
the spaced edges of the garment seam, the 
strips being of a lighter weight of material 
than that of the garment, both the garment 
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and the strips having greater elasticity in 
one direction than in another, the strips 
having their greater elasticity transverse to 
the greater elasticity of the garment. 

7. As a new article of manufacture, a gar 
ment having spaced edges at its shoulder 
seam, and an overlapping strip and an un 
derlapping strip secured along their edges 
to the spaced edges of the seam, both the 
garment and the strips having greater elas 
ticity in one direction than in another, the 
strips having their greater elasticity trans 
verse to the greater elasticity of the gar 
ment. 

8. As a new article of manufacture, a 
garment having spaced edges at its shoul 
der seam, and an overlapping strip and an 
underlapping strip secured along their 
edges to the spaced edges of the garment 
seam, each of said strips being of a differ 
ent grade of material than that of the gar 
ment, both the garment and the strips hav 
ing greater elasticity in one direction than 
in another, the strips having their greater 
elasticity transverse to the greater elasticity 
of the garment. 
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9. As a new article of manufacture, a 
garment having spaced edges at its shoul 
der seam, and an overlapping strip and an 
underlapping strip secured along their 
edges to the spaced edges of the garment 
seam, each of said strips being of a lighter 
weight of material than that of the gar 
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ment, both the garment and the strips hav 
ing greater elasticity in one direction than 
in another, the strips having their greater 
elasticity transverse to the greater elasticity 
of the garment. 

10. As a new article of manufacture, a garment having wales and spaced edges at 
its shoulder seam, and an overlapping strip 
and an underlapping strip also having 
Wales and secured along their edges to the 
spaced edges of the garment seam and un 
stitched together between their stitched 
edges, the Wales of the strips running trans 
versely to the wales of the garment. 

11. As a new article of manufacture, a 
garment having Wales and spaced edges at 
its shoulder seam, and an overlapping strip 
and an underlapping strip secured along 
their edges to the spaced edges of the gar 
ment seam and also having wales, the wales 
of the strips running transversely to the 
wales of the garment and each of the strips 
being of a different grade of material than 
that of the garment. 

12. As a new article of manufacture, a 
garment having wales and spaced edges at 
its shoulder seam, and an overlapping strip 
and an underlapping strip secured along 
their edges to the spaced edges of the gar 
ment Seam and also having Wales, the wales 
of the strips running lengthwise to the 
Wales of the garment and each of the strips 
being of a lighter weight of material than 
that of the garment. 

18. As a new article of manufacture, a knit 
ted garment having Wales and spaced edges 
at its shoulder seam, and an overlapping 
knitted strip and an underlapping knitted 
strip stitched along their edges to the spaced 
edges of the knitted garment seam and also 
having Wales, the wales of the strips run 
ring transversely to the Wales of the gar 
ment, each of the strips being of a different 
grade of material than that of the garment, 
and the edges of the strips being covered 
by the stitches uniting the strips with the 
garment. 

14. As a new article of manufacture, a 
garment having spaced edges at its shoulder 
seam, and a strip extending lengthwise of 
such seam with its edges entirely beyond the 
spaced edges of the garment seam and 
stitched flat thereupon with the raw edges 
of the strip covered by such stitches, both 
the garment and the strip having greater 
elasticity in one direction than in the other, 
the strip having its greater elasticity trans 
verse to the greater elasticity of the gar 
ment. 

15. As a new article of manufacture, a 
garment having spaced edges at its seam, a 
pair of strips extending lengthwise of the 
garment seam, one inside and the other out 
side of such spaced edges with their edges 
extending beyond the spaced edges of the 
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garment seam and stitched flat thereupon 
with the raw edges of the strips covered by 
the stitches, both the garment and the strips 
having greater elasticity in one direction 

5 than in another, the strips having their 
greater elasticity transverse to the greater 
elasticity of the garment. . . . . . . . . 

16. As a new article of manufacture, a 
garment having spaced edges at its seam, a 

l0 pair of strips extending lengthwise of the 
garment seam, one inside and the other out 
side of such spaced edges with their edges. 
extending beyond the spaced edges of the 

strips having their greater 
verse to the greater elasticity of the gar 

garment seam and stitched flat thereupon 
with the raw edges of the strips covered by 
the stitches, said strips being unstitched to 
gether between their stitched edges, both the 
garment and the strips having greater elas 
ticity in one direction than in another, the 

trans r elasticity 

ment. . . . . . 

State of New ork, this 26th day of Janu 
ary, 1917. . . . J. P. WEIs. 

Signed at in Rockland county, 
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