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This invention relates to electrical decora 
tive illuminating devices. - - - 
. It is directed to the provision of a highly 
ornamental unitary illuminating unit of the 

s character described simulating a row of can 
dles. . . . . .' 

One of the objects of the invention is to 
provide a decorative illuminating unit of the 
character described with simple means where 

10 by a similar unit may be connected thereto 

5 

and supplied by the same electrical source. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a unit of the character described with 

covering the wiring. 

sive to manufacture, and which shall yet be 
20 highly ornamental and practical and efficient 

to a high degree in use. Öthe objects of this invention willin part 
be obvious and in part hereinafter pointed 
Out. . . . 25 The invention accordingly consists in the 
features of construction, combinations of ele ments, and arrangement of parts which will 
be exemplified in the construction hereinafter 
described, and of which the scope of appli 

30 cation will be indicated in the following 
claims. .. : In the accompanying drawing, in which is 
shown one of the various possible illustra 
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tive embodiments of this invention, 
Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a unit 

embodying the invention. 
said unit. 

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken online 
3-I-3 of Fig. 2. . . . . . . ." . . . " Referring in detail to the drawings, the nu 
meral 10, designates a unit embodying the in 
vention which is here seen to comprise a row 
of candle simulating members 11 mounted 
on a base 12 supported by legs 13. 
The base 12, comprises an elongated board 

14, made of wood or any other suitable ma-. 
terial formed with a plurality of centrally 
aligned cylindrical openings 15, in the top 
surface thereof. Each of said openings 15 

neat inexpensive means for protecting and 

ELECTRICAL DECORATIVE ILLUMINATING DEVICE 
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extends only partially into said base and 
provides a bottom wall 16. Said members 
11 comprise tubular members 17, made of 
papier-mâché or any other suitable material 
for simulating candles. The lower end por 
tions 18 of said members 17 are inserted in 
said openings 15 and abut said bottom Walls 
16. Said base 12 is further formed with re 
duced openings 15a, substantially concentric 
with said openings 15, and extending to the 
bottom surface 12a of said base. 

Electric lamp sockets 19 are fixed within 
the upper end portions 20 of said tubular 
members. Each of said sockets 19 comprises 

. . . . an insulating body 21 receiving a screw shell 
A further object of this invention is to 

provide a compact and rugged device of the 
character described which shall be inexpen 

22 and a central contact 23 insulated from 
said shell. Electric lamps 24, which may be 
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of any ornamental shape to simulate candle 
flames are attached to said sockets 19. 
Means is provided for electrically inter 

connecting said sockets 19, as for example in 
series circuit, to a source of electrical energy. 
To this end, conductors 25 interconnect said 
sockets 19 in series, as by soldering the ends 
26, 27, of each of said conductors to a cell 
tral contact of one socket and to the shell 
of an adjacent socket respectively. Said con 
ductors 25 extend down through the tubular 
members 1 and openings 15a, and lie against 
the under surface 12a of said base. 
The circuit is completed by conductors 28, 

28a, connected to the end sockets 19 extending 
down through the respective tubes 17 and 
openings 15a. Said conductors 28, 28a, like 
wise lie against the under surface: 12a of the 
base and are joined into a duplex cable 29 ad 

Fig. 2 is a partial cross-sectional view of jacent one end 30 of said base. Said cable 29 
may be connected to an electric plug attach 
ment 33 adapted to be connected to any suit 
able electric power supply. Said plug 83 
may comprise a blade plug. 88a, and a screw 
plug fitting 33b adapted for attachment to 
said blade plug. . . . . 
Means are provided for connecting the se 

ries circuit, through said sockets 19 in parallel 
to other circuits embodied in units similar to 
said unit 10... To this end conductors 35, 36 
are connected as by soldered joints 35a,36a 
respectively to said conductors 28, 28a. Said 
conductors 35, 36 also lie against the under 

70 

75 

- 80 

85 

90 

95 

100 

  



O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

surface 12a of said base 12 and are joined 
into a duplex cable 37 adjacent the end 88 of 
said base. Said cable 37 may be connected at 
its outer end to a blade receiving socket fit 
ting 41, it will now be apparent that upon 
connecting a unit similar to unit 10 to said 
socket 41 as by attaching a plug 33a, thereto, 
said unit will be connected in parallel across 
conductors 28, 28a. Thus said units will re 
ceive equal voltages from any power source 
to which the plug 33 may be attached. 
The unit 10 is shown as being provided 

with eight “candles' 11 of varying height. 
Obviously any suitable number of “candles' 
of any desired heights may be mounted on the 
base, depending on the ornamental effect it 
is desired to obtain. 

It will be noted that the exposed portions 
of conductors 35, 36,25,28, and 28a, which lie 
against the undersurface 12a of the base 12 
are all in alignment with the central open 
ings 15a. 

Suitabie protecting cover means is pro 
vided for said exposed portions. Said means 
preferably comprises a plate 45 formed with 
a longitudinal central channel 46 of substan 
tially semi-circular cross sections enclosing 
said portions of the conductors lying against 
said undersurface 12a. The portions 47, 48 
of the plate 45 on either side of said channel 
46 lie flush against said undersurface 12a and 
are secured to said base 12 as by screws 49 
which also secure the supporting legs 13 to 
said base. Said screws 49 extend through 
openings 50 in each corner of said plate 45. 
The supporting legs 13 are made of rubber 
or any other suitable material, and each is 
formed with a narrow slot 49a, communicat 
ing with an opening 51 for receiving the head 
52 of said screw 49, and with a passage 53 for 
receiving the shank of said screw. 
edge of a screw driver may be inserted 
through said slots 49a to engage the kerfs 54 
in said screws for attaching both the legs 13 
and plate 45 to said base 12. 
The base 12 is formed with semi-cylindri 

cal cut-out portions 31, 31a, in the undersur 
face 12a thereof, at the end portions 38, 30 of 
said board, registering with said channel end 
portions 46a, 46b respectively. Thus the end 
portions 46a and cut-out portion 31 form a 
cylindrical passage at one end 30 of the unit 
10 through which the duplex cable 37 extends, 
and registering portions 46b and 31a, form a 
cylindrical passage at opposite end 30 for 
said cable 29. Each of said cylindrical pas 
Sages is preferably plugged with an insulat 
ing bushing 32 through which said cables are 
threaded. 

It will be seen that the unit as above de 
scribed is exceedingly simple, neat and com 
pact in construction, provides for simple 
connection thereto of another similar unit, 
and for neatly and suitably covering all wir 

Thus the 
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ing and comprises as a whole a highly orna 
mental illuminating unit. 

It will thus be seen that there is provided 
a device in which the several objects of this 
invention are achieved, and which is well 
adapted to meet the conditions of practical 
lSe. 

As various possible embodiments might 
be made of the above invention, and as vari 
ous changes might be made in the embodi 
ment set forth, it is to be understood that all 
matter herein set forth or shown in the ac 
companying drawing is to be interpreted as 
illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent: - 

1. In an illuminating device, in combina 
tion, a base having a flat undersurface, a 
plurality of tubular members mounted there 
on, lamp sockets attached to the free upper 
ends of said members, wiring connecting 
said sockets in electric circuit, said wiring 
having portions lying against the under 
surface of said base, and means for covering said portions, said means comprising a plate 
secured to the underside of said base and 
having an elongated semi-cylindrical portion receiving and covering said wiring portions 
and flat wing portions extending from said 
semi-cylindrical portion contacting said un 
dersurface of said base. 

2. A candle simulating unit of the charac 
ter described comprising a base, a plurality 
of spaced tubular members mounted on said 
base, lamp sockets secured to the free ends 
of said members, electric wiring connecting 
said sockets in series circuit, said wiring ex 
tending through said tubular members and 
along the undersurface of said base and ter 
minating in a pair of leads for attaching to 
a source of electric power supply, means in 
cluding wiring lying against the undersur 
face of said base for connecting similar units 
in parallel across said leads and means for 
covering said portions of the wiring lying 
against the undersurface of said base, said 
last mentioned means comprising a plate se 
cured to the undersurface of said base and 
provided with a longitudinal channel receiv 
ing and covering said wiring portions, and 
aligned plate portions extending outwardly 
from said channel contacting said undersur 
face of said base. 

3. In an illuminating device, in combina 
tion, a base having a flat undersurface, a 
plurality of tubular members mounted there 
on, lamp sockets attached to the free upper 
ends of said members, wiring connecting 
said sockets in electric circuit, said wiring 
having portions lying against the undersur 
face of said base, and means for covering 
said portions, said means comprising a plate 
secured to the underside of said base and 
having an elongated channel portion receiv 
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ing and covering said wiring portions, flat 
wing portions extending from said channel 
portion contacting said undersurface of said 
base, and legs on the underside of said base 
for resting the device on a support. 
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In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
JOSEPH BLOCK. 


