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(57) Abstract: A technique for reducing the polarization dependency of an optical
attenuator which adjusts light quantity by movement of a shutter inserted in a slit in
an optical waveguide. A shutter is moved (forward) so that the region of output light
beam which passes without being subjected to the shielding of a shutter may enlarge
in a direction from the side far from a base plate in a core region and toward the base
plate. Further, reverse movement (backward movement) of the shutter reduces the
output light beam region in a direction from the side near to the base plate in the core
region and away therefrom. This makes it possible to reduce the polarization depen-
dency of an optical attenuator. The same effect may also be obtained by forming a
notch in a shoulder on one side far form the base plate of the shutter and moving the
shutter in parallel with the base plate.
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