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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SreprEN E. WiNsHIP,

a citizen of the United States, and a resident.

of the city of Malden, in the county of Mid-
dlesex, State of Massachusetts, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Dis-
play Sample-Trunks, of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact description.

The object of my invention isthe construc-
tion of a sample-trunk for boots and shoes

wherein the latter can be kept constantly.

firmly packed against movement and yet be
capable of being every one displayed to viéw
by the simple operation of opening the trunk.

My invention for this purpose comprises
the arrangement of parts and the construc-

‘tion of improvements in fastening devices

hereinafter set forth.
Referring to the drawings forming part of
this speclﬁcatlon Figure 1 is a perspective

‘view of a sample—trunk made in accordance

with my invention. Fig. 2 isa detail view of
a portion of the locking-bar by which the
shoes are confined in position. Fig. 8 is a
Fig. 4 is a vertical
section of a part of the trunk, showing a shoe
confined therein. Fig. 5 is a detail view show-
ing a part of one of the supporting-rods and

- the means for securing a strip of felt thereto,
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and Fig. 6 is a plan view showing a part of
the two supporting-rods of each row and the
device for separating the shoes in each row.

From the base 1 of this sample-trunk rises
the rear section 2, rigid therewith, while to
the upper front edge of the latter is hinged
the front section 3. When the. front section
is opened up, as shown in Fig. 1, the con-
tents of each section are put into plain view,
while when the front section is turned down

against the rear section and the base the

trunk is closed and its_contents Wholly pro-
tected.

To enable the shoes to be suitably displayed
when the trunk is open and at the same time
prevented from displacement and contact with
each other when the trunk is closed and being
transported, I have devised the following ar-
rangement: From side to side of each section
2 and 3 are extended several rows of hori-
zontal rods or tubes 10 and 11, the rods of

‘each pair not being on the same level and the

rows being far enough apart to make room
for the shoes in the variousrows. Said rods

‘in each row are arranged at different levels,

as shown at 10 and 11 in Fig. 4, in order to
give the proper inclination to  the shoes indis-
plavm@ them. To fasten the shoes in place
upon said rods, the locking-bar 20 is used, it
being pressed snucrly down upon the insteps
of the shoes in its row by means of suitable
straps and buckles 25, passing about the rod
11 and said bar. Thl ee such straps are pref-
erably employed for each bar. A further
device for securing the shoes in place consists
of the strips 6, flxed to the back of each sec-
tion and so pos1t10ned as to come immedi-
ately above the rounded heel part of the
shoes ‘of each row, as in Fig. 4, said strips
and the backs themselves bemO“ covered with

felt or other fabric 7 to keep the shoes from

abrasion.

To separate the various shoes of each row,
the separators 15 are strung upon the rods 10
11, each separator being preferably formed
from spring sheet metal, with a strip of felt 17
on its external surface, the latter being re-
tained in place by the rods penetrating the
same. The rear 16 of each separator is made

~wide enough to make up for the difference in

width between the heels and the soles of the
shoes, while the resilience of the side sections
or arms 15 causes them to press apart and
snugly fit the spaces between the shoesin each
row.

The rods 1011 are prevented from rubbmOr

the under surface of the shoe-soles by means.

of the strlp of felt or other soft material 12,
which is held in place on said rods by the pas-
sage of the latter through suitable openings
in'the felt, so arranged that said felt strip
passes beneath the separators 15 and thence
up and along the parts of the said rods located
between said separators,.as shown in Fig. 5.
This brings the felt between the top surface
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of the parts of the rods supporting the shoes, 93

while the part of the felt passing beneath the
separators thereby keeps the strip from twist-
ing over to the side or beneath the rods, and
so out of the place for accomplishing the pro-
tective function desired.
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To enable the locking-bars 20 to sufficiently
press upon every one of the shoes in the row
for which each bar is set, the latter are formed
with notches 21, located to come over the in-
steps of the shoes, each such notch being pro-
vided with springs 22 for giving the desired
yielding pressure to the shoe beneath. These
springs are held in place by rivets or other
suitable fastening devices, as shown in Fig.
2, but have their free ends at substantially the
center of the notches. Then to keep the bar
and springs from abrading the leather shoe-
surtfaces, the strip of felt 23 is folded up about
the bar and attached thereto by rivets 24 near
the upper edges of such strip. In this man-
ner, while all the shoes are snugly and firmly
secured in place, there is no metal or other
hard surface contacting with them, and conse-
quently no wear or abrasion thereof. At the
same time the shoes are all displayed fully to
the examination of the prospective buyer,
there being no part thereof covered except
that beneath the bar 20.

The rods or tubes 10 11 are preferably
screwed into sockets 13, riveted to the section
sides, so as to be incapabhle of removal; but
the bars 20 must be made capable of with-
drawal for the introduction and exchange of
the shoes. To render said bars removable,
the ends thereof are inserted into ways 26,
constructed to permit movement toward and
from the shoe-insteps, but not otherwise.
Said ways are preferably composed of a sheet-
metal plate having two opposite edges bent
up to constitute a channel for the ends of the
bars.

Although not clearly shown, it is preferred
to so locate the various rows of shoe-supports
that when the trunk-section 8 is folded down
in closing the trunk the projecting toes of
the shoes in said section will fit in between the
toes of the shoes in the back section. This
permits of the shoes in both sections project-
ing considerably forward of the open sides of
the trunk-sections, and so enables the trunk
to accommodate shoes whose length is con-
siderably more than one-half the horizontal
depth of the trunk.

A sample-trunk thus made gives the shoes
a perfect and immediate display by the mere

act of opening it.. The shoes are firmly held

againstdislodgment and rubbing. The means
for securing the shoes in place are simple,
conveniently operated, durable, and compara-
tively inexpensive. This feature of having

the shoes perfectly displayed the instant the
trunk is opened is a most valuable one to
shoe drummers, to whom time is money and
by whom their samples can thus be displayed,
orders taken, the trunk clapped together
again, and shipped off to .the station in a
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marked quickness of time to enable trains to
be taken which might otherwise have been
lost and hours or even a day spent in waiting
for the next opportunity for departure.

‘What I claim as my invention, and for
which I desire Letters Patent, is as follows, to
wit:

1. A sample-display trunk composed of a
plurality of sections hinged to form a verti-
cally-disposed series of compartments when
open; each section having several pairs of
horizontal fixed rods, each of which pairs is
provided with a bar adjustably located paral-
lel therewith; and said rods and bars being
supplied with protecting material for pre-
venting abrasion of the shoes carried be-
tween said rods and bars.

2. A sample-display trunk composed of a
plurality of sections hinged together, each sce-
tion having several pairs of horizontal fixed
rods, the rear rod in each pair being located
at a substantially higher level than the frong
rod of such pair; and each pair being pro-
vided with a locking-bar adapted to be ad-
justably pressed downward toward the same.

3. Inashoe-display device, the combination
with two horizontal rods, of separators lo-
cated on said rods at suitable distances apart,
and a bar located parallel with said rods and
adjustably pressed toward them.

4. Tnashoe-display device, the combination
with two horizontal rods, of yielding separa-
tors located on said rods at suitable distances
apart, and a bar parallel with said rods and
pressed toward them.

5. The combination with the shoe-support-
ing rods, of the separators penetrated by said
rods, and the strips of soft material pierced
by said rods at suitable intervals and passing
alternately beneath said separators and along
the upper surface of said rods.

6. The combination with a shoe-support
consisting of two parallel rods, of a series of
separators pierced by said rods, each thereot
being composed of spring metal bent to form
two arms and a connecting-base, and a strip
of soft material located exterior to each said
separator and pierced by said rods.

7. The combination with a shoe-support, of
a locking-bar substantially parallel with said
support, means for pressing said bar toward
said support, a leaf-spring fixed to said bar
upon the side toward said support, and a non-
abrading covering for said spring.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing in-
venfion I have hereunto set my hand this 2d
day of September, 1904.

STEPHEN E. WINSHIP.

Witnesses:

Arperr W. Winsure,
Erep A. Rosy.
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