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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A wall partition unit having a tubular post member
with a recess running parallel to the longitudinal axis cf
the tubular post member and with a channel set back
within the recess also running parallel to the longitudinal
axis post and adapted to receive and engage an insertable
member. in addition, the wall partition unit has a panel
with a recess running parallel to the longitudinal axis of
the panel strip and a channel set back within the recess
also running paraliel to the longitudinal axis of the panel
strip and adapted to receive and engage an insertable
member. Further the wall partition unit has a pane] with
a first edge disposed in the chanel of the tubular post
member and a second edge engaging the panel strip.

The present invention relates to wall partition units
which may be easily assembled and disassembled.

In the past few years, movable wall partitions have
become extremely popular in the construction of offices.
In such construction, the wall partition panels are joined
to rigidly fixed posis by inserting studs, carried on the
panel edges, into apertures in the faces of the posts. The
panels may be fixed to the pests on one, two, three or
four of the faces of the posts dependent on whether the
post acts as an edge of an entrance, or joins two panels
together, or acts as a corner for two or more office com-
partments.

Rather than have separate posts with apertures on one,
two, three or four faces, it has long been desired to pro-
vide a so-called universal post which can accommodate
the joinder of two, three or four panels and can also ac-
commodate different types of panels, such as a complete
wall or a partial wall having a glass section. Heretofore,
this has been accomplished by providing a post with
apertures on all four sides of the post and then plugging
up those apertures which were not actually used to re-
ceive studs. The plugs clearly detract from the appearance
of such wall partitions.

In one type of wall partition construction, the panel
or more accurately a partial panel extends, for example,
to only half the height of the post. A glass section which
fits into the post and the top edge of the partial panel
constitutes the remainder of the enclosure surface. At
times, it is desired to use a partial panel without the glass
section. When used this way, the exposed edge of the
partial panel detracts from the appearance of the wall
partition.

The present invention contemplates a new type of un-
versal post construction for wall partitions along with a
new type of panel strip for a wall partition panel. It will
be seen that this new post and this new panel strip may
be provided with decorative facing strips which result in
an attractive wall partition. In addition, because of the
particular construction of this mew post and this new
panel strip, there is an improvement in the grasping of
glass sections which are held by the post and the panel
strip.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
new and improved wall partition unit.

1t is another object of the present invention to provide
a wall partition unit which may be provided with deccra-
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tive effects, thereby rendering the wall partition unit an
attractive structure.

It is a further object of the present inveation to provide
a wall partition unit which also provides improved grasp-
ing of glass sections.

A wall partition unit constructed in accordance with
the present invention includes a tubular post member
having at least one recess running parailel to the longi-
tudinal axis of the tubular post member and a channel
set back within the recess also running parallel to the
longitudinal axis of the tubular post member and adapted
to receive and engage an insertable member. The wall
partition unit of the invention furiher includes a panel
strip having a recess running parallel to the longitudinal
axis of the panel strip and a channel set back within the
recess also runming parallel to the longitudinal axis of
the panel strip and adapted to receive and engage an
insertable member. The wall partition unit of the inven-
tion additionally includes a panel having a first edge
adapted for insertion into the channel in the tubular post
member and a second edge adapted to receive and engage
the panel strip.

For a better understanding of the present invention,
together with other and further objects thereof, reference
is had to the following description, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings, and its scope will be
pointed out in the appended claims.

Referring to the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a wall partition unit
constructed in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an exploded view, in perspective, of a post
for a wall partition unit constructed in accordance with
the present invention along with a post cap and post foot-
ing;

FIG. 3 is an exploded view in cross-section taken along
line 3—3 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a partial cross-section view of a portion of
a wall panel;

FIG. 5 is a cross-section view of one form of panel
strip constructed in accordance with the present inven-
tion; and

FIG. 6 is a partial cross-section view of a portion of
a wall panel with a flat cap strip in position.

Referring to FIG. 1, a wall partiiion unit constructed
in accordance with the present invention comprises a post
19 (three posts are shown in ¥IG. 1), a panel 20 and a
panel strip 30. Although shown as a partial panel, the
panel 20 may be a complete panel such as the one desig-
nated by reference numeral 49. A second partial panel 50
and a glass section $0 are also shown in FIG. 1.

Referring to FIG. 2, wherein the post 16 of FIG. 1 is
shown in detail, the post includes a tubular member 11
which is fitted onto a post footing 12, and receives a post
cap 13 which serves as a closure for the post. Both the
post footing 12 and the post cap 13 have four angular
members which fit into the corners of the tubular post
member 11. The angular members on the peost footing
12 are all identified by the reference numeral 14, while
the angular members on the post cap 13 are all identified
by the reference numeral 15. The angular members 14
are provided with ridges 16, while the angular members
15 are also provided with similar ridges 17. When the
tubular post member 11 is inserted through the post fooi-
ing 12, it engages the customary adjustable glide (not
shown) which contacts the floor and supports the unit.
When the tubular post member 11 receives the post cap
13, the contact between the two pieces is effected between
the ridges 17 and the inside surfaces of the tubular post
member.

Referring to both FIGS. 2 and 3, each of the sides of
the tubular post member 11 is seen to have a recess 18
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running parallel to the longitudinal axis of the tubular
post member. The side walls of the recesses, all identified
by the reference numeral 18a, form acute angles with
the back walls of the recesses all ideatified by the refer-
ence numeral 185.

Within each recess 18 is a channel 19 which also runs
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the tubular post mem-
ber 11.  The channels 1% have such cross-section as to
adapt them to receive and engage insertabie members. The
back walls of the channels 19 are provided with apertures
19a for receiving and locking spring loaded studs carried
by the partition panels.

The panel 26, shown in cross-section in FIG. 3, has a
first edge adapted for insertion into the channel 19 of the
tubular post member 11. In particular, this edge is pro-
vided with a tongue 21 of suitable dimensions which fits
into the channel 19. The remainder of the panel, although
shown as a hollow member having two wall portions 22
and 23 and supporting ribs 24, may take various other
forms and configurations.

A facing strip 27 which may be inserted into the chan-
nels 19 of a tubular post member 11 is also shown in
cross-section in FIG. 3. The facing strip is composed of a
‘face portion 25, having desired decorative features, and
two. legs or extensions 26 which fit into the channels 19.
The face portion 25 is so dimensioned as to extend from
one side wall 18a of recess 18 all the way across to the
other side wall. However, a facing strip having a face
portion with a width only as great as the width of channel
19 may also be accommodated. The choice of a particular
facing strip is merely one of preference for a desired dec-
orative effect. The legs 26 may be an integral part of
the facing strip and be rigidly fixed to the face portion 25
in which case the facing strip is inserted into the channel

19 and the recess 18 by sliding it in from the top or :

bottom of the post. Alternatively, the legs 26 may them-
selves be resilient or be resiliently attached to the face por-
tion 25 thereby permitting snap-fit insertions of the facing
strips into the chanmels 19. A facing strip may be pro-
vided without the legs 26 and may be inserted by simply
sliding it into the recesses 18 whereupon it will be held
in the acute angle formed between the side wall i8a
and the back wall 185.

The glass section 66 of FIG. 1 and its associated rubber
support strips 61 are also shown in cross-section in FIG. 3.
When the glass section 60 and the rubber support strips
61 are inserted into the channels 19, the end portions 61a,
61a of the rubber strip are fitted into the acute angles
formed by the side walls 184 and the back walls 185 of
the recesses 18. This creates an improvement in the grasp-
ing of the glass section 60, since the two parts of the rub-
ber support strip 61 are forced inward towards each
other.

FIG. 4 is another cross-section view of a partition
panel taken along a second edge of the panel. This edge,
corresponding to the top edge of the partial panel 20
shown in FIG. 1, is adapted to receive and engage panel
strip 30 of FIG. 1. FIG. 5 is a cross-section view of panel
strip 30. Upon an examination of FIG. 5, it becomes ap-
parent that the cross-section of the panel strip 39 is sim-
ilar to the cross-section of one of the sides of tubular post
member 11. In particular, the panel strip 30 is provided
with a recess 31 running parallel to the longitudinal axis
of the panel strip. The side walls 31a, 3ia of the recess
form acute angles with the back walls 315, 315 of the
tecess. Within each recess is a channel 32 which also runs
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the panel strip. The
channel 32 has such a cross-section as to adapt it to re-
ceive and engage insertable members such as the facing
strip, and the glass section and associated rubber support
strips all shown in FIG. 3. When used to support a glass
section, the panel strip 30 receives the glass section and
the associated rubber support strips in the same way as
does the tubular post member 11. When no glass section
is to be used, a facing strip may be inserted into the chan-
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nel 32 and the recess 31 so as to provide a desired decora-
tive effect or a flat cap strip 254 may be used as illustrated
in FIG. 6.

The panel strip of FIG. 5 is provided with two legs
or extensions 33 which fit against the side and bottom
edges of flanged portions 35 and 36 of the side walls 22
and 23 of the panel shown in FIG. 4.. As was the case in
connection with the legs 26 shown in FIG. 3, the legs 33
may be so constructed as to adapt the panel strip for either
sliding or snap-fit insertion into the partition panel.

Where there has been described what is at present con-
sidered to be the preferred embodiment of this invention,
it will be obvious to those skilled in the art that various
changes and modifications may be made therein without
departing from the invention and it is, therefore, aimed to
cover-all such changes and modifications as fall within
the true spirit and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A wall partition unit <:ompr1smb

a tubular post member having at least one recess hav-
ing a back wall running parallel to the longitudinal
axis of said tubular post member and a channel in
said back wall set back within said recess also run-
ning parallel to the longitudinal axis of said tubular
post member and -adapted to receive and engage an
insertable member;

a panel strip having a recess running parallel to the
longitudinal axis of said panel strip, said recess hav-
ing a back wall and a channel in said back wall set
back within said recess also running parallel to the .
longitudinal axis of said panel strip and adapted to
receive and engage an insertable member;

and a panel having a first edge disposed in said channel
in said tubular post member and a second edge en-
gaging said panel strip.

2. A wall partition unit according to claim 1 wherein
the side walls of the recess in the panel strip form acute
angles with the back walls cf this recess.

3. A wall partition unit accordmg to claim 1 wheren
the side walls of the recess in the tubular post member
form acute angles with the back wall of this recess.

4. A wall partition unit comprising:

a tubular post member having four sides with a recess
with a back wall in each side running parallel to the
longitudinal axis of said tubular post member and a
channel in said back wall set back within each re-
cess also running parallel to the longitudinal axis of
said tubular post member and adapted to receive
and engage an insertable member;

a panel strip having a recess running parallei to the
longitudinal axis of said panel strip, said recess hav-
ing a back wall and a channel in said back wall set
back within said recess also runsing parallel to the
longitudinal axis of said panel strip and adapted to
receive and engage an insertable member;

and a panel having a first edge disposed in one of said
channels in said tubular post member and a second
edge engaging said panel strip.

5. A wall partition unit according to claim 4 wherein
the side walls of each recess in the tubular post member
form acute angles with the back walls of these recesses
and the side walls of the recess in the panel strip form
acute angles with the back walls of this recess.

6. The wall partition unit of claim 1 wherein said sec-
ond edge of said panel has a pair of flange portions for
engaging said panel strip, and wherein said panel strip has
a pair of leg extensions engaged with said pair of flange
portions of said panel for retainicg said panel strip on
said panel.

7. The wall partition unit of claim 1 wherein a sup-
port strip and a glass section is disposed in said support
strip.

8. The wall partition unit of claim 7 wherein smd panel
has said first edge disposed in a lower portion of said
channel of said tubular post and wherein a support strip
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and a glass section are disposed in the upper portion of
said channel of said tubular post.

9. The wall partition unit of claim 1 wherein said panel
strip has a flat cap strip with portions disposed in said
recess to hold said cap strip on said panel strip.

10. The wall partition unit of claim 4 wherein said
second edge of said panel has a pair of flange portions for
engaging said panel strip, and wherein said panel strip
has a pair of leg extensions engaged with said pair of
flange portions of szid panel for retaining said panel strip
on said panel.

11. The wall partition of claim 4 wherein a support
strip and a glass section is disposed in said support strip.

12. The wall partition unit of claim 11 wherein said
panel kas first edge disposed in a lower portion of said
channel of said tubular post and wherein a support strip
and a glass section are disposed in the upper portion of
said channel of said tubular post.

13. The wall partition unit of claim 4 wherein said

panel strip has a flat cap strip with portions disposed in g

said recess to hold said cap strip on said panel strip.
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14. The wall partition of claim 4 wherein one of said
recesses of said tubular post has a facing strip with &
pair of legs disposed in the channel of said one of said
recesses for retaining said facing strip on said tubular
post.
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