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(57) Abstract: During a first time interval, an authentication system produces (412) a fingerprint of a first application, encrypts it
& (414) and stores (414) the encrypted fingerprint in a memory. In second time interval the authentication system produces (506) a
& fingerprint of a second application, and retrieves the encrypted fingerprint of the first application from the memory. The encrypted
fingerprint of the first application is decrypted to recover the fingerprint of the first application. The second application is authenti-
cated if (510) the fingerprint of the first application is equal to the fingerprint of the second application. The fingerprint may include
a hash value of the program of computer instructions of the application. The fingerprint of the first application may be encrypted

(414) using an embedded secret key of the authentication system.
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