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This invention generally relates to diving boards, and 
is more particularly directed towards a nowel supporting 
Sturcture whereby the board may be properly positioned 
adjacent a Swimming pool or the like. 

HeretOfore, it has been general practice in diving board 
construction and installation to provide a relatively long 
board cantilevered outwardly from a torsion type of sup 
port. These boards are usually made of relatively ex 
pensive wood So constructed and arranged that the board 
itself poSSesses a relatively large amount of resiliency to 
provide the necessary spring action , required in proper 
diving technique. . While this type of construction has 
prowed Satisfactory " from a utilitarian standpoint, it ' is 
relatively expensive, and accordingly, many owners. of 
private pools have for this reason avoided the instal 
|lation of diving boards of any type. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a diwing board and a support therefor which may 
be manufactured and installed at a low cost, and in which 
the board itself may be formed of a relatively short length 
of a more inflexible material than used in conventional 
boards, but without departing. from the proper functions 
thereof during use. ~ 
Another object of my invention is to provide a div 

ing board of the character described in which the sup 
porting element merely comprises a pair of spring mem 
bers, with one of Such members positioned adjacent each 
side of the board, the Spring being so arranged as to per 
form the dual function of providing the sole support for 
the board and likewise providing the necessary resiliency 
or spring action required of the board. • • ' 
* A further object of the present invention is to provide 
apparatus of the character described in which each of 
the springs · consists of a generally continuous piece of 
strap metal or the like , in which the ends of the strap are 
secured to the under surface of the board and an opposed 
portion of the strap is arranged to be permanently af 
fixed to the pool deck adjacent the water in the pool: 
The invention possesses other objects and features of 

advantage, some of which , with the foregoing, will be 
set forth in the following description of the preferred 
form of the invention which is illustrated in the draw 
ing accompanying , and forming part of the specification. 
It is to be understood, however, that variations in the showing made by the said drawing and description may 
be adopted within the scope of the invention as set forth 
in the claims. · · · · · · 

Referring to said drawing: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a diving board pro 

wided with the spring supports of the present invention. 
Figure 2 is a side elevational wiew · of the apparatus 

shown in Figure 1 illustrated in operative position on the 
deck of a Swimming pool. 
| Figure 3 is a front elevational wiew of the structure 
shown in Figure 1. . . · · .', 
As hereinabove explained, the apparatus of the instant 

invention' includes a diving board, and a nowel type of 
resilient | Support therefor, and for purpose of explanation 
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2 
is shown in Figure 2 in operative position on a Swim 
ming pool deck, generally indicated by the numeral 6. 
The Swimming pool is provided · with the conventional 
Side walls 7 and surrounding the pool itself is a generally 
horizontal deck 8 formed of concrete or any other suit 
able material. Generally, a diving board is positioned 
adjacent the end of the pool having the maximum depth 
of water 9 and as here illustrated the diving board is ar 
ranged So that its distal end is Substantially coterminous 
with the end of the deck 8 at the end wall 7 of the pool. 
The diving board per se, which is generally indicated 

by the . numeral 12 in the drawing may be formed of 
relatively inexpensive wood of flat rectangular configu 
ration, and will · be seen to be substantially shorter than 
the boards conventionally · employed for such purpose, 
The board 12 is provided with an upper surface 13 on. 
which the diver stands and a · lower surface 14 disposed 
in opposed relation to the deck 8. . One end 16 of the 
board, as previously mentioned, is substantially aligned 
with the end wall 7 of the pool, while the other end 17 
is adapted to be secured to , and supported on the deck 
in a manner presently to be explained. 

It will be apparent that the shorter the length of the 
board :12, the Smaller will be the amount of deflection 
when a person stands or jumps on the board adjacent the 
distal" end 16 thereof. Accordingly, it is necessary that 
the Support on which the board is positioned affords an 
additional – degree of flexibility or resiliency so that the 
end 16 of the board may be deflected from its normally 
upwardly inclined position as shown in Figure 2 to a 
more horizontal position in parallel relationship to the 
deck 8. It will be understood, of course, that this de 
flection permits the diver , the proper spring effect in 
jumping from the board. ~ 

In view of the above, and as an important feature of 
the present invention, the end 17 of the board is supported 
in a manner to fulfil the foregoing ' requirements. As' 
here illustrated, there is provided a pair of springs, each 
being Substantially identical and mounted one adjacent 
each longitudinally extending edge of the pool at the 
rear end thereof. These springs, generally indicated by 
the numeral 19, comprise a length of strap metal having 
a width substantially less than , the width of . one-half of 
of the board so as to provide a substantial space between 
the comfronting .. edges of the springs when installed on 
the board. The thickness of the Spring will depend to 
a large extent on the type of metal used and the amount 
of resiliency required for the board. ' · · • 
As best shown in Figure 2, each of the springs 19 has 

what may be termed as a .substantially semi-cylindrical 
rear end portion 2.1 · terminating in a short fiat tangential 
extension 22 at its upper end whereby . Such end may be 
Suitably secured by bolts 23 or the like to the lower sur 
face 14 ' of the board. The portion 21, extends substan 
tially coterminous' with the rear end . 17 of the board 
and at , its lower end is . integrally formed with a flat 
tangential base portion 24 having a substantial length 
whereby a pair of anchoring bolts 26 may be provided. 
at longitudinally. Spaced portions therealong securing the 
Spring to the deck 8. Continuing forwardly, the spring 
has an upwardly directed angular leg portion 27, which 

• merges into an arcuate portion 28 having a radius of 

70 

curvature Substantially less than that of the rear .. end 
portion 21 and being less than 180° in arcuate extent. 
Then, · another rearwardly directed leg portion 29 is pro 
wided which is directed upwardly from a horizontal axis 
Substantially at the same angular inclination as the por 
tion ·27 is directed downwardly. The leg portion 29 
is then bent angularly downwardly to provide a flat ex 
tension 31 in generally · coplanar relationship with , the 
other end portion 22 of the strap and with the respective. 
strap ends in opposed adjacent relation. Additional bolts 
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23 are" utilized to Secure the extension 31 to the board 
in the same manner as the portion 22 was secured. AS 
will be noted, the fiat portions 22 and 3 are directed 
angularly upwardly and forwardly relative to , the base 
portion 24 so that the board' is normally positioned with 
the forward end 16 raised higher than the rear end 7 
and · the entire plane of the board disposed at an angle 
of about · 5 ' degrees from a horizontal plane. 

it will be readily apparent that the forward portions 
of the spring including the angular leg portions 27 and 29 
which are joined together by the , forward arcuate por 
tion 28 extend a substantially greater distaface from the 
fiat portions 24 and 31 than does the arcuate rear por 
tion 2.1 extend rearwardly from the fiat portions 22 and 
24. Thus, when a weight is positioned on the upper sur 
face i3 of the board adjacent the forward end 6, the 
spring may be readily compressed or fiattened in a re 
silient manner so that the diver, for all practical purposes, 
will have the same amount of spring as he would on a. 
conventional and more expensive diving platform. 

Preferably, the base portion 24 is provided with longi 
tudinally extending slots 36 which will facilitate the in 
stallation of the Spring onto the pool deck. Otherwise, 
it would be essential to space the bolts 26, at a precise 
distance from each other if only mere apertures were 
provided in the spring to receive the same. 

It will be readily understood that when a diver stands 
Or jumps on the front end 16 of the board, the rear end 
H7 must be well anchored to the Supporting structure. 
Actually, the necessary spring effect is created by the 
portions 27, 28 and 29, the legs 27 and 29 moving from 
and towards each other, and at the Same time, such 
portions serve as the fulcrum for the board. . The por 
tion 21, being on the opposite side of the fulcrum from 
the front end of the board will be expanded and com 
pressed oppositely to the leg portions 27 and 29. Such 
an arrangement not only provides a proper rear stanchion 
Support for the board, but also affords an additional 
Spring effect. · Since the radius of curvature of portion 28 
is relatively Small as compared to portion 21, and by 
Virtue of the . ScisSor-like action of the leg portions 27 
and 29, ready flexing is provided. Actually, since the 
portion 21 ServeS primarily as an anchor or stanchion 
for the board, the same could be made substantially 
Vertical, but the arcuate shape is preferable from a 
manufacturing Standpoint as well as for cooperating move 
ment with the fiexing of the main spring arrangement 
which includes the portions 27, 28 and 29. 
From the foregoing description it will be seen that 

while the diving board construction of the instant in 
vention is Simple in construction and operation, and is 
capable : of being produced at a fraction of the cost of 
a conventional diving board, it fulfills substantially all 
of the requirements of a board and may be easily installed 
by the user. 
What is' claimed is: 
l. Apparatus of the character described comprising a 

generally rectangular platform, a pair of generally con 
timuOulS metal strapS positioned subjacent and within the 
peripheral extent of an end of said platform with one 
strap extending under each of the edges thereof, each of 
said straps having a rearWardly directed arcuate portion, 
and a generally flat upper and lower portion extending 
generally tangential and forwardly from said arcuate por 
tion, the lower of Said fiat portions being adapted to be 
Seated On a Supporting surface and provided with means 
for receiving Securing means, and means Securing the 
upper of Said-flat portions to the lower surface of said 
platform, the forward end of said strap having a forward 
|ly directed arcuate Section with an upper portion thereof 
$egured to said platform in spaced longitudinal alignment 
with said upper fiat portion. 

2. Apparatus as set forth in claim.1 in which the for 
ward' end of said, strap continues : upwardly · from , said 
lower flat portion and is provided with a forwardly di 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

45 

50 

65 

60 

4 
rected arcuate portion terminating in a rearwardly di 
rected second upper fiat portion substantially coplanar 
with and opposed to said first mentioned upper flat por 
tion, and means for securing said second portion to the 
under surface of said board. 

3. Apparatus as set forth in claim 2 in which said up 
per flat portions are inclined forwardly and upwardly 
from a horizontal plane and said lower fiat portion is 
disposed in a generally horizontal plane whereby Said 
board is resiliently supported in an upwardly and for 
wardly inclined direction. 

4. Apparatus for Supporting a diving board platform 
on a horizontal Supporting Surface comprising a pair of 
arcuate resilient members having an upper tangential por 
tion secured to the under Surface of said platform and 
a lower tangential portion Secured to said Supporting Sur 
face with one of said members positioned adjacent each 
edge of said platform, a resilient strap adjacent.each of 
said edges forwardly of the tangential portions of Said 
members and each being deformed to provide a lower 
fiat portion secured to said surface, a forwardly and up 
wardly directed first leg portion, a rearwardly and up 
wardly directed second leg portion and an upper flat 
portion extending rearwardly from said second leg por 
tion secured to said platform and generally coplanar with 
said upper tangential portion, and an arcuate portion in 
terconnecting said leg portions whereby the latter may 
flex from and towards each other in response to a weight 
placed on said platform. . 

5. Apparatus as set forth in claim 4 wherein said lower 
fiat portion lies substantially in a horizontal plane, and 
said upper fiat portion lies in a plane inclined forwardly 
and upwardly approximately 5 degrees from the hori-- 
Zontal. 

6. Apparatus as set forth in claim 4 in which the radius 
of curvature of said arcuate resilient members is greater 
than that of said arcuate portions interconnecting the leg 
portions. < - 

7. Apparatus of the character described comprising a 
generally rectangular platform, a pair of resilient. Sup 
ports for said platform, one of said Supports positioned 
subjacent each edge of said platform adjacent the rear 
end of the latter, each of said Supports including a strap 
having a rearwardly directed arcuate portion and a for 
ward strap portion having a forwardly directed arcuate 
portion, said rearwardly directed arcuate portion. having 
forwardly directed upper and lower integral extensions, 
said forwardly directed arcuate portion having rearward 
Iy directed upper and lower integral extensions, means 
securing said upper extensions to the lower Surface of 
said platform, and said lower extensions being adapted 
to be seated on and supported by a horizontal supporting 
Surface. ~ x ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

8. Apparatus of the character described comprising a 
generally rectangular platform, a pair of resilient Sup 
ports for said platform, one : of said supports positioned 
subjacent each edge of said platform adjacent the rear 
end of the latter, each of said Supports including a Strap 
having a' rearWardly directed arcuate portion and a for 
ward strap portion having a forwardly directed arcuate 
portion, .. said rearwardly directed acuate portion having 
forwardly directed upper and lower integral extensions, 
said forwardly directed arcuate portion having rearward 
ly directed upper and lower integral extensions, means. 
securing said upper extensions to the lower surface of 
said. platform, and said lower extensions being adapted 
to be seated on and Supported by a horizontad Supporting 
surface, the , radius of curvature : of said , rearwardly di 
rected arcuate portion being Subtantially greater than that 
of said forwardly directed arcuate portion. 

9; · Apparatus of the character: described comprising a 
generally rectangular platform, a pair .. of resilient_sup 
ports: for said platform, one of said supports."positioned 
subjacent each · edge of said platform , adjacent the · rear 
end of the latter, each of said supports including a strap 
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having a rearwardly directed arcuate portion and a for 
ward strap portion having a forwardly directed arcuate 
portion, said , rearwardly directed arcuate portion having 
forwardly directed upper and lower integral extensions, 
said forwardly directed arcuate portion having rearward 
ly directed upper and lower integral extensions, means 
Securing said upper extensions to the · lower surface of 
said platform, and said lower extensions being adapted 
to be seated on and supported by a horizontal Support 
ing surface, longitudinally spaced means securing said 
lower extensions to a Supporting Surface with the rear 

6 
most means positioned closer to the rearmost portion of 
said , rearwardly directed arcuate portion than the for 
ward means relative to the foremost portion of said for 
wardly directed arcuate portion. 
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