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Description
RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application claims the benefit of Korean
Patent Application No. 10-2014-0029270, filed on March
12, 2014, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office.

BACKGROUND
1. Field

[0002] The present invention relates to an ultrasound
apparatus for displaying a diffusion boundary of medicine
that is injected into a target object via a needle.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0003] Anultrasounddiagnosis apparatus transmits an
ultrasound signal from a body surface of a target object
to apredetermined partinside a human body, and obtains
an image of a cross-section of or a blood flow in a soft
tissue by using information of the ultrasound signal that
is reflected from a tissue inside the human body.
[0004] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus is advan-
tageous in that the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus is
small, inexpensive, and capable of displaying an image
in real-time. Also, the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus is
safe without a risk of radioactivity due to an X-ray or the
like, such that the ultrasound diagnosis apparatus may
be widely used with other image diagnosis apparatuses
such as an X-ray diagnosis apparatus, a computerized
tomography (CT) scanner, a magnetic resonance image
(MRI) apparatus, or a nuclear medicine diagnosis appa-
ratus.

[0005] The ultrasound diagnosis apparatus may pro-
vide an image of a needle that is used for a biopsy or an
image of a needle that injects medicine into an examinee.
EP 2 082 689 A1 relates to the determination of the ef-
fectiveness of contrast agent destruction. Locations of
ineffectively destroyed contrast agents are identified.
The response from undestroyed contrast agents may be
distinguished from response from tissue due to saturation
or from rapid perfusion. The locations may be highlighted
on resulting images, indicating to the user locations not
associated with perfusion. The user may make a diag-
nosis on perfusion rather than a lack of destruction of
contrast agents.

In the US 6 740 039 B1 a therapeutic agent is incorpo-
rated into microbubbles of a contrast agent, and the mi-
crobubbles containing the therapeutic agent are deliv-
ered to a region of interest in a patient. An ultrasound
image of the region of interest is generated by an ultra-
sound imaging system, and ultrasound energy for de-
stroying the microbubbles of the contrast agent is trans-
mitted to the region of interest. Parameter data that is
representative of activation of the therapeutic agent in
the region of interestis acquired, and a parameter display
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is generated. One or more parameters of the ultrasound
energy applied to the region of interest for activating the
therapeutic agent may be adjusted, either manually
based on the parameter display or automatically based
on acquired parameter data. In one embodiment, the pa-
rameter display is indicative of a parameter associated
with the ultrasound energy transmitted to the region of
interest. In another embodiment, the parameter data is
acquired by detecting destruction of microbubbles of the
contrast agent.

SUMMARY

[0006] The invention is defined by an ultrasound ap-
paratus according to claim 1.

[0007] Additional aspects are set forth in the depend-
ent claims and in the description which follows.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] These and/orother aspects will become appar-
ent and more readily appreciated from the following de-
scription of the embodiments, taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a system for injecting medicine into
a target object by using an ultrasound apparatus;
FIG. 2 illustrates an ultrasound image obtained by
using the ultrasound apparatus, according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a method of displaying a dif-
fusion boundary of medicine, the method performed
by the ultrasound apparatus, according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate examples where the ul-
trasound apparatus marks a diffusion boundary of
medicine by using Doppler data, according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 illustrates an region of interest, according to
an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG.6is aflowchart of amethod of marking a plurality
of diffusion boundaries, the method performed by
the ultrasound apparatus, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 illustrates an ultrasound image whereon a first
diffusion boundary of medicine and a second diffu-
sion boundary of the medicine are marked;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a method of sequentially ex-
tending a diffusion boundary of medicine and dis-
playing the diffusion boundary, the method per-
formed by the ultrasound apparatus, according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 9A and 9B illustrate ultrasound images wher-
eon an extended diffusion boundary is marked;
FIG. 10 is a flowchart of a method of storing infor-
mation about a diffusion boundary of medicine, the
method performed by the ultrasound apparatus, ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention;
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FIG. 11 is a flowchart of a method of marking a dif-
fusion boundary of medicine by using a speckle
tracking algorithm, the method performed by the ul-
trasound apparatus, according to an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 12 illustrates a method of comparing speckle
patternsincludedin ultrasoundimages, respectively,
the method performed by the ultrasound apparatus,
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 13 illustrates an example where the ultrasound
apparatus measures a movement distance of a
speckle, according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 14 illustrates an example of an operation by
which the ultrasound apparatus determines a move-
ment area including a movement path of a speckle,
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIGS. 15A and 15B illustrate examples where the
ultrasound apparatus marks a diffusion boundary of
medicine by using a speckle tracking algorithm, ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 16 is a flowchart of a method of continuously
tracking atleast one speckle and thus extending and
marking a diffusion boundary of medicine, the meth-
od performed by the ultrasound apparatus, accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIGS. 17A and 17B illustrate examples of an ultra-
sound image whereon an extended diffusion bound-
ary is marked; and

FIGS. 18 and 19 are block diagramsiillustrating struc-
tures of the ultrasound apparatus, according to em-
bodiments of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0009] All terms including descriptive or technical
terms which are used herein should be construed as hav-
ing meanings that are obvious to one of ordinary skill in
the art. However, the terms may have different meanings
according to an intention of one of ordinary skill in the
art, precedent cases, or the appearance of new technol-
ogies. Also, some terms may be arbitrarily selected by
the applicant, and in this case, the meaning of the se-
lected terms will be described in detail in the detailed
description of the invention. Thus, the terms used herein
have to be defined based on the meaning of the terms
together with the description throughout the specifica-
tion.

[0010] Also, when a part "includes" or "comprises" an
element, unless there is a particular description contrary
thereto, the part can further include other elements, not
excluding the otherelements. In the following description,
terms such as "unit" and "module" indicate a unit for
processing at least one function or operation, wherein
the unit and the block may be embodied as hardware or
software or embodied by combining hardware and soft-
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ware.

[0011] Throughout the specification, "ultrasound im-
age" indicates an image of a target object which is ob-
tained by using an ultrasound signal. The target object
may be a part of a human body. For example, the target
object may include organs such as the liver, the heart,
the brain, the breast, the abdominal region, the nuchal
translucency (NT), the shoulder muscle, a fetus, or the
like.

[0012] The ultrasound image may vary in different
forms. For example, the ultrasound image may be, but
is not limited to, at least one of an image obtained during
a brightness mode (hereinafter, referred to as "B mode
image") indicating brightness as magnitude of an ultra-
sound echo signal that is reflected from the target object;
a color Doppler image indicating a color as speed of a
moving target object by using a Doppler effect; a spectral
Doppler image indicating a spectrum image of a moving
target object by using a Doppler effect; a power Doppler
image indicating a color as intensity of a Doppler signal
or the number of structures (e.g., the number of red cor-
puscles in blood); an image obtained during a motion
mode (hereinafter, referred to as "M mode image") indi-
cating motion of a target object at a predetermined posi-
tion according to time; and an image obtained during an
elasticity mode (hereinafter, referred to as "elasticity
mode image") indicating a difference between a reaction
when compression is applied to a target object and a
reaction when compression is not applied to the target
object. Also, in one or more embodiments of the present
invention, the ultrasound image may be a two-dimension-
al (2D) image, a three-dimensional (3D) image, or a four-
dimensional (4D) image.

[0013] Throughout the specification, a "user" may be
a medical expert including a doctor, a nurse, a medical
laboratory technologist, a sonographer, or the like.
[0014] Hereinafter, one or more embodiments of the
present invention will be described in detail with refer-
ence to the attached drawings. The invention may, how-
ever, be embodied in many different forms, and should
not be construed as being limited to the embodiments
set forth herein; rather, these embodiments are provided
so that this disclosure will be thorough and complete, and
will fully convey the concept of the invention to those
skilled in the art.

[0015] In the following description, well-known func-
tions or constructions are not described in detail since
they would obscure the invention with unnecessary de-
tail, and like reference numerals in the drawings denote
like or similar elements throughout the specification.
[0016] As used herein, the term "and/or" includes any
and all combinations of one or more of the associated
listed items. Expressions such as "at least one of," when
preceding a list of elements, modify the entire list of ele-
ments and do not modify the individual elements of the
list.

[0017] FIG. 1illustrates a system for injecting medicine
into a target object by using an ultrasound apparatus
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1000.

[0018] Asillustrated in FIG. 1, the ultrasound appara-
tus 1000 may transmit an ultrasound signal to the target
object via a probe 20. Then, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may receive an ultrasound echo signal reflected
from the target object via the probe 20 and thus may
generate an ultrasound image of the target object.
[0019] Forexample, when the medicine is injected into
a bursa 11 via a needle 30, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may convertintensity of the ultrasound echo signal,
which is reflected from the target object including the bur-
sa 11, into a brightness value, and thus may obtain a 2D
B mode image of the target object.

[0020] Also, when the ultrasound apparatus 1000 op-
erates during its Doppler mode, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may obtain a Doppler signal thatis generated when
the medicine diffuses. The Doppler signal means a signal
having a Doppler frequency. The Doppler frequency in-
dicates a difference between a frequency of the ultra-
sound echo signal and a frequency of the ultrasound sig-
nal transmitted to the target object. The ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 may generate a Doppler image related to
the diffusion of the medicine, by using the Doppler signal.
This will be described in detail with reference to FIG. 2.
[0021] FIG. 2 illustrates an ultrasound image obtained
by using the ultrasound apparatus 1000, according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

[0022] As illustrated in FIG. 2, the ultrasound appara-
tus 1000 may display a 2D B mode image 200 of a target
object to which medicine is injected via the needle 30.
The 2D B mode image 200 may show an insertion path
210 of the needle 30. Thus, a user may recognize an
inserted position of the needle 30 on the 2D B mode
image 200.

[0023] Also, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may dis-
play the 2D B mode image 200 after overlapping a Dop-
pler image 220 on the 2D B mode image 200. Here, the
Doppler image 220 indicates an imaged Doppler signal
that is generated due to a diffusion of the medicine that
was injected from a tip of the needle 30 into the target
object. Thus, the user may recognize a diffusion range
of the medicine on the 2D B mode image 200.

[0024] However, since the Doppler image 220 is gen-
erally imaged by using a specific color, it is difficult for
the user to exactly recognize a structure behind the Dop-
pler image 220. Thus, hereinafter, a method will be de-
scribed in detail with reference to FIG. 3, and by using
the method, a user may check whether the medicine is
correctly injected into a target structure in the target ob-
ject.

[0025] FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a method of displaying
a diffusion boundary of medicine, the method performed
by the ultrasound apparatus 1000, according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention.

[0026] In operation S310, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may obtain first B mode image data and first Dop-
pler data about a target object to which the medicine is
injected.
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[0027] Thefirst B mode image data may include bright-
ness values in each pixel which corresponds to intensity
of an ultrasound echo signal reflected from the target
object. The first Doppler data may include, but is not lim-
ited to, frequency information about a Doppler signal ob-
tained from the target object to which the medicine is
injected, intensity information about the Doppler signal,
diffusion speed information about the medicine, and in-
formation about a movement direction of the medicine.
[0028] Throughoutthe specification, Doppler data may
include at least one of color Doppler image data and pow-
er Doppler image data. A color Doppler image indicates
a color spectrum image of information about a direction
and speed of the medicine, and the color Doppler image
data may include color values that correspond to move-
ment speed or a movement direction of the medicine.
For example, when diffusion speed of the medicine is
low, the color Doppler image data may include a value
of a bright color, and when the diffusion speed of the
medicine is high, the color Doppler image data may in-
clude a value of a dim color. Also, when a diffusion di-
rection of the medicine is close to a probe, the color Dop-
plerimage data may include a value of a red-based color,
and when the diffusion direction of the medicine is distant
from the probe, the color Dopplerimage data may include
a value of a blue-based color.

[0029] In the present embodiment, the power Doppler
image data may include data about an area where the
medicine diffuses, regardless of the diffusion direction of
the medicine. A power Doppler image is obtained by im-
aging intensity of the Doppler signal, and is characterized
that it is less sensitive to an incident degree and thus
does not have an aliasing signal, and that it has less
image attenuation against noise. Also, the power Doppler
image may sensitively show a small blood vessel and a
slow blood flow. Thus, according to the present embod-
iment, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may detect medi-
cine that slowly diffuses, by using the power Doppler im-
age data.

[0030] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may directly
generate first B mode image data and first Doppler data
or may receive them from an outer source. For example,
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may transmit an ultra-
sound signal to the target object, may receive an ultra-
sound echo signal reflected from the target object, and
thus may generate the first B mode image data and the
first Doppler data. Also, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may receive the first B mode image data and the first
Doppler data from an external server or an external de-
vice.

[0031] In operation S320, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may detect a first area of the target object from
which the first Doppler data is obtained. For example,
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may detect an area where
the Doppler signal is generated due to the diffusion of
the medicine. In the present embodiment, the first area
from which the first Doppler data is obtained may indicate
an area of the target objectin which the medicine diffuses.
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[0032] Inthepresentembodiment, whenaspeedvalue
included in the first Doppler data is equal to or greater
than a threshold value, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may detect the first area from which the first Doppler data
is obtained. For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may detect an area where the medicine diffuses, only
when the diffusion speed of the medicine is equal to or
greater than the threshold value. When the diffusion
speed of the medicine is less than the threshold value,
it means that the medicine has not been injected or does
not diffuse, so that detecting the first area may be mean-
ingless.

[0033] In operation S330, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may determine afirst diffusion boundary of the med-
icine, based on the first area from which the first Doppler
data is obtained. For example, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may determine an outside area of the first area from
which the first Doppler data is obtained, as the first dif-
fusion boundary of the medicine.

[0034] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may detect a
partial area of the first area where a speed value included
in the first Doppler data is equal to or greater than the
threshold value. Then, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may determine an outside area of the partial area, as the
first diffusion boundary of the medicine. In this case, the
ultrasound apparatus 1000 may filter Doppler data that
is generated due to motion of a tissue which is regardless
of the diffusion of the medicine, and thus may correctly
detect the diffusion boundary of the medicine.

[0035] In operation S340, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may mark the first diffusion boundary of the medi-
cine on a B mode image that is generated by using the
first B mode image data.

[0036] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may mark the
first diffusion boundary of the medicine by using a line
having a preset form. For example, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may mark the first diffusion boundary of the
medicine by using a solid line, a dotted line, a one dot-
and-dash line, a two dots-and-dash line, etc., or by using
aline with various colors such as red, blue, green, yellow,
etc.

[0037] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may translu-
cently display the first Doppler image that is generated
based on the first Doppler data. Throughout the specifi-
cation, the term 'translucent’ may mean that transparen-
cy is greater than 0% and less than 100%. For example,
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may mark the first diffu-
sion boundary on the B mode image by translucently dis-
playing the first Doppler image.

[0038] Here,accordingtothe presentembodiment, the
ultrasound apparatus 1000 may adjust transparency of
the first Doppler image. For example, the ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 may set the transparency of the first Dop-
pler image as a value that is greater than 0% and less
than 100%. The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may receive
aninputof user selection with respect to the transparency
via a particular graphical user interface (GUI).

[0039] Also, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may trans-
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parently display the first Doppler image on the B mode
image, and may mark the first diffusion boundary by using
a solid line, a dotted line, a one dot-and-dash line, etc.
For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may adjust
the transparency of the first Doppler image as 100%,
according to a user input or a system setting. Alterna-
tively, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may not display
the first Doppler image on the B mode image.

[0040] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may provide
quantified numerical data about a diffusion range of the
medicine. For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may display at least one of a diameter, a circumference,
an area, and a volume with respect to the diffusion range
of the medicine on the B mode image.

[0041] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 provides com-
parison data obtained by comparing an estimated diffu-
sion range of the medicine with an actual diffusion range
of the medicine. The ultrasound apparatus 1000 esti-
mates the diffusion range of the medicine, based on at
least one of information about an interest position to
which the medicine is injected, and information about an
injection amount of the medicine. Also, the ultrasound
apparatus 1000 obtains information about the actual dif-
fusion range (e.g., the first area from which the first Dop-
pler data is obtained) of the medicine. Then, the ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 compares the estimated diffusion
range of the medicine with the actual diffusion range of
the medicine. For example, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may compare the estimated diffusion range of the
medicine with atleastone of a diameter, a circumference,
an area, and a volume with respect to the actual diffusion
range of the medicine. Afterward, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may mark a comparison result (e.g., an error
rate) on the B mode image.

[0042] With reference to FIG. 4, an operation by which
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 marks the first diffusion
boundary of the medicine on the first B mode image will
be described in detail.

[0043] FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate an example where
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 marks a diffusion bound-
ary of medicine by using Doppler data, according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

[0044] As illustrated in FIG. 4A, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may display a B mode image 400 of a target
object to which the medicine is injected. Then, the ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 may mark the diffusion boundary
of the medicine, which is determined based on the Dop-
pler data, on the B mode image 400 by using a dotted
line 410. Here, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may trans-
lucently display a Doppler image that is generated based
on the Doppler data.

[0045] When the Doppler image is translucently dis-
played, a structure behind the Dopplerimage is not blind-
ed by the Dopplerimage, so thata user may check wheth-
er the medicine has been correctly injected into a target
structure in the target object.

[0046] As illustrated in FIG. 4B, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may mark the diffusion boundary of the med-
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icine on the B mode image 400 by using a one dot-and-
dash line 420, and may not display the Doppler image or
may transparently display the Doppler image.

[0047] When the Doppler image is not displayed or is
transparently displayed, the structure behind the Doppler
image is not blinded by the Doppler image, so that the
user may check whether the medicine has been correctly
injected into the target structure in the target object.
[0048] In the present embodiment, the ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 may display information about a diffusion
range of the medicine in the form of text. For example,
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may display information
about an area or a circumference of a diffusion area of
the medicine on a predetermined region of a screen.
[0049] FIG. 5 illustrates a region of interest 510, ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0050] As illustrated in FIG. 5, when the region of in-
terest 510 is set, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may
mark a diffusion boundary of medicine 520 in the region
of interest 510.

[0051] In the present embodiment, the ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 may select at least one region of interest,
based on a user input. For example, the ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 may receive a user input of selecting the
region of interest 510 as an area of a B mode image 500
which includes a needle tip image.

[0052] The userinputof selecting the region of interest
510 may vary. For example, the user input may be, but
is not limited to, at least one of a key input, a touch input
(e.g., atap input, a double tap input, a drag & drop input,
a flick input, a swipe input, etc.), a voice input, a motion
input, and a multimodal input.

[0053] A shape of the region of interest 510 may vary.
For example, the shape of the region of interest 510 may
be, but is not limited to, circular, oval, quadrangular, free
curve, etc.

[0054] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may semi-au-
tomatically selectthe region of interest 510. Forexample,
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may receive an input of
selecting a particular point from the user. The ultrasound
apparatus 1000 may select the region of interest 510
having a predetermined size (e.g., 10 pixels or 5 cm?2)
around the user-selected particular point. The predeter-
mined size may be previously set by the user or the ul-
trasound apparatus 1000.

[0055] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may change a
position or a size of the region of interest 510, based on
a user input.

[0056] When the region of interest 510 is set, the ul-
trasound apparatus 1000 may analyze Doppler data ob-
tained from the region of interest 510, and thus may de-
termine the diffusion boundary of medicine 520. In this
case, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 analyzes only the
Doppler data obtained from the region of interest 510, so
that it is possible to decrease a time taken in detecting
the diffusion boundary of medicine 520. Also, the ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 may mark the diffusion boundary
of medicine 520 in the region of interest 510. Here, the
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ultrasound apparatus 1000 may translucently or trans-
parently display the Doppler image.

[0057] FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a method of marking a
plurality of diffusion boundaries, the method performed
by the ultrasound apparatus 1000, according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention.

[0058] In the present embodiment, medicine may be
continuously injected into a target object for a predeter-
mined time period via the needle 30. The ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 may determine a first diffusion boundary
of the medicine by using first Doppler data about the tar-
get object to which the medicine is injected, and may
mark the first diffusion boundary of the medicine on a B
mode image. A procedure by which the ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 marks the first diffusion boundary of the
medicine on the B mode image corresponds to opera-
tions S310 through S340 of FIG. 3, thus, detailed de-
scriptions thereof are omitted here.

[0059] In operation S610, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may obtain second Doppler data about the target
object. The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may obtain the
second Doppler data after the first Doppler data is ob-
tained and then a preset time (e.g., 0.01 seconds) elaps-
es. A period by which the ultrasound apparatus 1000
obtains the Doppler data may be changed by user’s set-
ting or the system.

[0060] In operation S620, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may obtain a second area from which the second
Doppler data is obtained. For example, as the medicine
is continuously injected into the target object, the ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 may detect the second area from
which the second Doppler data is obtained, which is dif-
ferent from the first area from which the first Doppler data
is obtained.

[0061] In operation S630, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may determine a second diffusion boundary of the
medicine, based on the second area from which the sec-
ond Doppler data is obtained. For example, the ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 may determine an outside area
of the second area from which the second Doppler data
is obtained, as the second diffusion boundary of the med-
icine.

[0062] In operation S640, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may mark the first diffusion boundary of the medi-
cine and the second diffusion boundary of the medicine
on the B mode image. The ultrasound apparatus 1000
may mark each of the first diffusion boundary of the med-
icine and the second diffusion boundary of the medicine,
by using a line having a preset form. For example, the
ultrasound apparatus 1000 may mark the first diffusion
boundary of the medicine and the second diffusion
boundary of the medicine by using a dotted line. Alter-
natively, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may mark the
first diffusion boundary of the medicine by using a dotted
line and may mark the second diffusion boundary of the
medicine by using a one dot-and-dash line.

[0063] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may translu-
cently display a first Doppler image generated based on
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the first Doppler data and a second Doppler image gen-
erated based on the second Doppler data. Here, the ul-
trasound apparatus 1000 may adjust transparency of the
first Doppler image or the second Doppler image. The
transparency of the first Doppler image may be equal to
or different from the transparency of the second Doppler
image.

[0064] When the first Doppler image and the second
Dopplerimage are power Dopplerimages, the ultrasound
apparatus 1000 may display the first Doppler image and
the second Doppler image by using the same color or
different colors.

[0065] In the present embodiment, the ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 may transparently display the first Doppler
image and the second Doppler image or may not display
the first Doppler image and the second Doppler image.
In this case, only the first diffusion boundary and the sec-
ond diffusion boundary are marked on the B mode image,
so that a user may check whether the medicine is cor-
rectly injected into a target structure in the target object.
[0066] When a region of interest area is set in the B
mode image, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may mark
the first diffusion boundary of the medicine and the sec-
ond diffusion boundary of the medicine in the region of
interest.

[0067] In operation S650, when the second Doppler
data is not obtained, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may
store information about the first diffusion boundary. For
example, when the medicine that is injected into the tar-
get object no longer diffuses, a Doppler signal may not
be further generated. In this case, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may determine the first diffusion boundary of
the medicine as a final diffusion boundary, and may au-
tomatically store the information about the first diffusion
boundary. That is, when Doppler data about the target
object is no longer obtained, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may store and manage the information about the
first diffusion boundary which was previously deter-
mined.

[0068] FIG. 7 illustrates an ultrasound image whereon
a first diffusion boundary of medicine and a second dif-
fusion boundary of the medicine are marked. FIG. 7 cor-
responds to an example where the medicine is continu-
ously injected into a target object for a predetermined
time period via the needle 30.

[0069] As illustrated in FIG. 7, the ultrasound appara-
tus 1000 may mark a first diffusion boundary 710 of the
medicine on a B mode image 700 about the target object
to which the medicine is injected. After an elapse of a
predetermined time, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may
mark a second diffusion boundary 720 of the medicine
on the B mode image 700.

[0070] By doing so, a user may recognize in real-time
a change in a diffusion boundary of the medicine that is
continuously injected. Thus, in the present embodiment,
if the medicine has been correctly injected to a target
structure in the target object, the user no longer injects
the medicine, so that an amount of the medicine injected
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into the target object may be reduced.

[0071] In the example of FIG. 7, a first Doppler image
is transparently displayed whereas a second Dopplerim-
age is translucently displayed, but one or more embod-
iments of the present invention are not limited thereto.
For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may trans-
parently or translucently display all of the first Doppler
image and the second Doppler image.

[0072] In the example of FIG. 7, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 displays the first and second diffusion bound-
aries 710 and 720 on the B mode image 700, but one or
more embodiments of the present invention are not lim-
ited thereto. For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may display at least three diffusion boundaries on the B
mode image 700.

[0073] FIG. 8is aflowchart of a method of sequentially
extending a diffusion boundary of medicine and display-
ing the diffusion boundary, the method performed by the
ultrasound apparatus 1000, according to an embodiment
of the present invention.

[0074] In the present embodiment, medicine may be
continuously injected into a target object for a predeter-
mined time period via the needle 30. The ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 may determine a first diffusion boundary
of the medicine by using first Doppler data about the tar-
get object to which the medicine is injected, and may
mark the first diffusion boundary of the medicine on a B
mode image. A procedure by which the ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 marks the first diffusion boundary of the
medicine on the B mode image corresponds to opera-
tions S310 through S340 of FIG. 3, thus, detailed de-
scriptions thereof are omitted here.

[0075] In operation S810, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may obtain second Doppler data about the target
object. The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may obtain the
second Doppler data after the first Doppler data is ob-
tained and then a preset time (e.g., 0.01 seconds) elaps-
es.

[0076] In operation S820, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may detect a second area from which the second
Doppler data is obtained. Since operations S810 and
S820 correspond to operations S610 and S620 of FIG.
6, detailed descriptions thereof are omitted here.
[0077] In operation S830, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may determine a third area by combining the first
area and the second area. Since the third area is deter-
mined by combining the first area from which the first
Doppler datais obtained with the second area from which
the second Doppler data is obtained, the third area may
be larger than the first area.

[0078] In operation S840, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may determine an outside area of the third area,
as a third diffusion boundary.

[0079] In operation S850, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may mark the third diffusion boundary of the med-
icine on the B mode image.

[0080] In the present embodiment, the ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 may mark the third diffusion boundary of
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the medicine by using a line having a preset form. For
example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may mark the
third diffusion boundary of the medicine by using a solid
line, a dotted line, a one dot-and-dash line, a two dots-
and-dash line, etc., or by using a line with various colors
such as red, blue, green, yellow, etc.

[0081] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may translu-
cently display the first Doppler image generated based
on the first Doppler data and the second Doppler image
generated based on the second Doppler data. Here, the
ultrasound apparatus 1000 may adjust transparency of
the first Doppler image or the second Doppler image.
The transparency of the first Dopplerimage may be equal
to or different from the transparency of the second Dop-
pler image.

[0082] When the first Doppler image and the second
Dopplerimage are power Dopplerimages, the ultrasound
apparatus 1000 may display the first Doppler image and
the second Doppler image by using the same color or
different colors.

[0083] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may transpar-
ently display or may not display the first Doppler image
and the second Doppler image. By doing so, only the
third diffusion boundary is marked on the B mode image,
so that the user may check whether the medicine has
been correctly injected into a target structure in the target
object.

[0084] Also, inthe presentembodiment, when aregion
of interest is set, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may
mark a third diffusion boundary of the medicine on the
region of interest.

[0085] FIGS. 9A and 9B illustrate ultrasound images
whereon an extended diffusion boundary is marked.
FIGS. 9A and 9B correspond to examples where medi-
cine is continuously injected into a target object for a pre-
determined time period via the needle 30.

[0086] As illustrated in FIG. 9A, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may determine an outside area of a third area
as a third diffusion boundary of the medicine on a B mode
image 900 about the target object to which the medicine
is injected, wherein the third area is determined by com-
bining a firstarea from which first Doppler data is obtained
with a second area from which second Doppler data is
obtained. Then, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may
mark the third diffusion boundary by using a dotted line
910. By doing so, a user may recognize in real-time a
change in a diffusion boundary of the medicine that is
continuously injected.

[0087] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may translu-
cently display a first Doppler image generated based on
the first Doppler data and a second Doppler image gen-
erated based on the second Doppler data. In this case,
the user may recognize a structure behind the first Dop-
pler image and the second Doppler image. Thus, if the
medicine has been correctly injected to a target structure
in the target object, the user no longer injects the medi-
cine, so that an amount of the medicine injected into the
target object may be reduced.
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[0088] As illustrated in FIG. 9B, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may mark the third diffusion boundary of the
medicine on the B mode image 900 by using a one dot-
and-dash line 920, and may not display the first Doppler
image and the second Doppler image. When the first
Doppler image and the second Doppler image are not
displayed, a structure behind the first Doppler image and
the second Doppler image are not blinded, so that the
user may check whether the medicine has been correctly
injected into the target structure in the target object.
[0089] FIG. 10 is a flowchart of a method of storing
information about a diffusion boundary of medicine, the
method performed by the ultrasound apparatus 1000,
according to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0090] In the present embodiment, the ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 may determine a first diffusion boundary
of the medicine by using first Doppler data about the tar-
get object to which the medicine is injected, and may
mark the first diffusion boundary of the medicine on a B
mode image that is generated based on first B mode
image data. A procedure by which the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 marks the first diffusion boundary of the med-
icine on the B mode image corresponds to operations
S310 through S340 of FIG. 3, thus, detailed descriptions
thereof are omitted here.

[0091] In operation S1010, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may obtain second B mode image data about the
target object. The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may obtain
the second B mode image data after the first B mode
image data is obtained and then a preset time (e.g., 0.01
seconds) elapses. A period by which the ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 obtains the B mode image data may be
changed by user’s setting or the system.

[0092] In operation S1020, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may compare the first B mode image data with the
second B mode image data.

[0093] In the present embodiment, as a result of the
comparison, if similarity between the first B mode image
data and the second B mode image data is equal to or
greater than a preset value, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may obtain second Doppler data. Then, the ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 may determine a second diffusion
boundary or a third diffusion boundary by using the sec-
ond Doppler data (refer to FIGS. 6 and 8).

[0094] Forexample, when the first B mode image data
and the second B mode image data are equal to each
other, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may mark the first
diffusion boundary, the second diffusion boundary, and
the third diffusion boundary on the same B mode image.
In this case, since the B mode image thatis a background
is hardly changed, a user may correctly check a diffusion
range of the medicine.

[0095] Inoperation S1030, if the similarity between the
first B mode image data and the second B mode image
data is less than the preset value, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may store information about the first diffusion
boundary. For example, when the B mode image is
changed due to movement of the probe 20 or motion of
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an examinee, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may no
longer detect a diffusion boundary. That is, since the B
mode image that is a reference is changed, it is difficult
for the ultrasound apparatus 1000 to correctly detect the
diffusion boundary. Thus, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may automatically store, in a memory, and manage the
information about the first diffusion boundary which was
previously determined.

[0096] FIG. 11 is a flowchart of a method of marking a
diffusion boundary of medicine by using a speckle track-
ing algorithm, the method performed by the ultrasound
apparatus 1000, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

[0097] In operation S1110, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may obtain a first B mode image and a second B
mode image of a target object to which the medicine is
injected.

[0098] In the present embodiment, the ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 may obtain the second B mode image after
the first B mode image is obtained and then a preset time
(e.g.,0.01 seconds) elapses. Thus, compared to the time
when the first B mode image was obtained, when the
second B mode image is obtained, the medicine may
have further diffused in the target object.

[0099] In the present embodiment, a period by which
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 obtains a B mode image
may be changed by user’s setting or the system.
[0100] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may directly
generate a first B mode image and/or a second B mode
image or may receive them from an outer source. For
example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may transmit
an ultrasound signal to the target object, may receive an
ultrasound echo signal reflected from the target object,
and thus may generate the first B mode image or the
second B mode image. Also, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may receive the first B mode image or the second
B mode image from an external server or an external
device.

[0101] In operation S1120, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may compare a first speckle pattern included in the
first B mode image with a second speckle pattern includ-
ed in the second B mode image.

[0102] For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may obtain a correlation between the first speckle pattern
included in the first B mode image and the second speck-
le pattern included in the second B mode image. Then,
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may recognize where
speckles that are included in the first B mode image are
located in the second B mode image, by using the cor-
relation. The higher the correlation between the first
speckle pattern and the second speckle pattern is, there
is a high possibility that a part of the first B mode image
which includes the first speckle pattern, and a part of the
second B mode image which includes the second speck-
le pattern indicate a same part in the target object.
[0103] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may receive an
input of selecting a region of interest in the target object.
Forexample, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may receive
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a user input of selecting an area including a needle tip,
as the region of interest.

[0104] Inthiscase, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may
compare the first speckle pattern of the first B mode im-
age which is included in the region of interest with the
second speckle pattern of the second B mode image
which is included in the region of interest. Here, since
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 analyzes only speckle
patterns included in the region of interest, it is possible
to reduce a time taken to analyze a correlation between
the speckle patterns.

[0105] The userinput of selecting the region of interest
may vary. For example, the user input may be, but is not
limited to, at least one of a key input, a touch input (e.g.,
a tap input, a double tap input, a touch & drag input, a
flick input, a swipe input, etc.), a voice input, a motion
input, and a multimodal input.

[0106] Also, a shape of the region of interest may vary.
For example, the shape of the region of interest may be,
but is not limited to, circular, oval, quadrangular, free
curve, etc.

[0107] In operation S1130, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may estimate a first movement path of at least one
speckle included in the first B mode image, based on a
result of the comparison between the first speckle pattern
and the second speckle pattern.

[0108] In general, when the medicine is injected into
the target object, a volume of a tissue to which the med-
icine is injected may extend. Thus, speckles around the
tissue to which the medicine is injected may move. Here,
since the speckles included in the B mode image may
move while the speckles maintain a predetermined pat-
tern, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may estimate a
movement path of the speckles by comparing the first
speckle pattern with the second speckle pattern. This will
be described in detail with reference to FIG. 12.

[0109] In operation S1140, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may determine afirst diffusion boundary of the med-
icine, based on the first movement path of at least one
speckle.

[0110] For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may determine a first movement area including the first
movement path of the at least one speckle. Then, the
ultrasound apparatus 1000 may determine an outside
area of the first movement area, as the first diffusion
boundary of the medicine.

[0111] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may determine
whether the first movement area is equal to or greater
thanapresetarea. Whenthe firstmovementareais equal
to or greater than the preset area (e.g., 10 pixels or 9
cm2), the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may determine the
outside area of the first movement area, as the first dif-
fusion boundary. When the first movement area is less
than the preset area, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may
not determine the outside area of the first movement ar-
ea, as the first diffusion boundary. Since when the first
movement area is less than the preset area, the medicine
may not appropriately diffuse.
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[0112] In operation S1150, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may mark the first diffusion boundary of the medi-
cine on the second B mode image.

[0113] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may mark the
first diffusion boundary of the medicine by using a line
having a preset form. For example, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may mark the first diffusion boundary of the
medicine by using a solid line, a dotted line, a one dot-
and-dash line, a two dots-and-dash line, etc., or by using
aline with various colors such as red, blue, green, yellow,
etc.

[0114] Whentheregionofinterestis set, the ultrasound
apparatus 1000 may mark the first diffusion boundary of
the medicine in the region of interest.

[0115] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may translu-
cently or transparently display a speckle tracking image
that is generated based on the first movement path of
the at least one speckle. For example, the ultrasound
apparatus 1000 may mark the first diffusion boundary on
the second B mode image by translucently displaying the
speckle tracking image. Also, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may transparently display the speckle tracking im-
age on the second B mode image, and may mark the
first diffusion boundary by using a solid line, a dotted line,
a one dot-and-dash line, etc.

[0116] The speckle tracking image may be obtained
by imaging a movement distance and a movement direc-
tion of at least one speckle by using an arrow or a color.
For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may ex-
press the movement direction of the at least one speckle
by using a direction of the arrow, and may express the
movement distance of the at least one speckle by using
a length of the arrow. Alternatively, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may express the movement direction of the
at least one speckle by using a specific color, and may
express the movementdistance of the atleast one speck-
le by using a brightness of the color. When the ultrasound
apparatus 1000 displays the speckle tracking image by
using the arrow or the color, it is difficult for the user to
exactly recognize a structure behind the speckle tracking
image.

[0117] However, according to the present embodi-
ment, since the ultrasound apparatus 1000 translucently
or transparently displays the speckle tracking image, the
user may exactly recognize the structure behind the
speckle tracking image. If the medicine has been cor-
rectly injected to a target structure in the target object,
the user no longerinjects the medicine, so thatan amount
of the medicine injected into the target object may be
reduced.

[0118] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may provide
quantified numerical data about a diffusion range of the
medicine. For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may display at least one of a diameter, a circumference,
an area, and a volume with respect to the diffusion range
of the medicine on the second B mode image.

[0119] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 provides com-
parison data obtained by comparing an estimated diffu-
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sion range of the medicine with an actual diffusion range
of the medicine. For example, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may compare the estimated diffusion range of the
medicine with atleastone of a diameter, a circumference,
an area, and a volume with respect to the actual diffusion
range of the medicine. Afterward, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 marks a comparison result (e.g., an error rate)
on the second B mode image.

[0120] FIG. 12 illustrates a method of comparing
speckle patterns included in ultrasound images, respec-
tively, the method performed by the ultrasound apparatus
1000, according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

[0121] In the present embodiment, medicine may be
continuously injected into a target object for a predeter-
mined time period via the needle 30. Here, the ultrasound
apparatus 1000 may obtain a B mode image 1201 of the
target object to which the medicine is injected. The ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 may set a region of interest 1202
based on a user input, and may compare speckle pat-
terns between frames in the region of interest 1202.
[0122] For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may sequentially obtain an nth frame 1203, an n+1st
frame 1204, and an n+2"d frame 1205. The ultrasound
apparatus 1000 may compare a speckle pattern of the
nth frame 1203 with a speckle pattern of the n+1st frame
1204, and thus may obtain information indicating that a
first speckle 1206 in the nth frame 1203 is moved in a
lower right direction by an 'a’ distance in the n+1st frame
1204.

[0123] Also, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may fur-
ther compare a speckle pattern of the n+1st frame 1204
with a speckle pattern of the n+2nd frame 1205, and thus
may obtain information indicating that the first speckle
1206 in the nth frame 1203 is moved in a lower right di-
rection by a ’b’ distance in the n+2"d frame 1205. This is
described with reference to FIG. 13.

[0124] FIG. 13 illustrates an example where the ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 measures a movement distance
of a speckle, according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

[0125] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may compare
a speckle pattern of an nth frame 1203 with a speckle
pattern of an n+1st frame 1204, and thus may find a first
speckle 1206 of the nt" frame 1203 in the n+1st frame
1204.

[0126] Here, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may com-
pare a location of a first speckle 1206 in the nth frame
1203 with a location of the first speckle 1206 in the n+1st
frame 1204, and thus may obtain information (e.g., a
movement direction, a movement distance, etc.) about
a movement path of the first speckle 1206.

[0127] FIG. 14 illustrates an example of an operation
by which the ultrasound apparatus 1000 determines a
movement area including a movement path of a speckle,
according to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0128] As illustrated in FIG. 14, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may track locations of speckles included in a
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region of interest 1401 in a plurality of B mode images,
and thus may estimate movement paths of the speckles.
Then, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may mark the
movement paths of the speckles by using an arrow. How-
ever, when the movement paths of the speckles are
marked by the arrow, a structure behind the arrow is
blinded.

[0129] Thus, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may de-
termine a first area 1402 including the movement paths
of the speckles, and may mark an outside area of the
first area 1402, as a first diffusion boundary of the med-
icine. This is described with reference to FIG. 15.
[0130] FIGS. 15A and 15B illustrate examples where
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 marks a diffusion bound-
ary of medicine by using a speckle tracking algorithm,
according to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0131] As illustrated in FIG. 15A, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may display a B mode image 1510 about a
target object to which the medicine is injected. Then, the
ultrasound apparatus 1000 may mark the diffusion
boundary of the medicine, which is determined based on
a movement path of at least one speckle, on the B mode
image 1510 by using a dotted line 1501. Here, the ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 may translucently display a
speckle tracking image, which is generated based on the
movement path of the at least one speckle, on the B
mode image 1510 by using a specific color.

[0132] Whenthe speckle trackingimageis translucent-
ly displayed, a structure behind the speckle tracking im-
age is not blinded by the speckle tracking image, so that
a user may check whether the medicine is correctly in-
jected into a target structure in the target object.

[0133] As illustrated in FIG. 15B, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may mark the diffusion boundary of the med-
icine on the B mode image 1510 by using a one dot-and-
dash line 1502, and may not display or may transparently
display the speckle tracking image.

[0134] When the speckle tracking image is not dis-
played or transparently displayed, the structure behind
the speckle tracking image is not blinded by the speckle
tracking image, so that the user may check whether the
medicine is correctly injected into a target structure in the
target object.

[0135] In the present embodiment, the ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 may display information about a diffusion
range of the medicine in the form of text. For example,
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may display information
about an area or a circumference of a diffusion area of
the medicine on a predetermined region of a screen.
[0136] FIG. 16 is a flowchart of a method of continu-
ously tracking at least one speckle and thus extending
and marking a diffusion boundary of medicine, the meth-
od performed by the ultrasound apparatus 1000, accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

[0137] In the present embodiment, the medicine may
be continuously injected into a target object for a prede-
termined time period via the needle 30. Here, the ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 may determine a first diffusion
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boundary of the medicine by tracking a location of the at
least one speckle in a first B mode image and a second
B mode image of the target object to which the medicine
is injected, and may mark the first diffusion boundary of
the medicine on the second B mode image. A procedure
by which the ultrasound apparatus 1000 marks the first
diffusion boundary of the medicine on the second B mode
image by using the speckle tracking algorithm corre-
sponds to operations S1110 through S1150 of FIG. 11,
and thus detailed descriptions thereof are omitted here.

[0138] In operation S1610, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may obtain a third B mode image of the target ob-
ject.

[0139] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may obtain the

third B mode image after a second B mode image is ob-
tained and then a preset time (e.g., 0.01 seconds) elaps-
es. Thus, compared to the time when the second B mode
image was obtained, when the third B mode image is
obtained, the medicine may have further diffused in the
target object.

[0140] In the present embodiment, the ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 may directly generate the third B mode im-
age or may receive the third B mode image from an ex-
ternal source.

[0141] In operation S1620, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may compare a second speckle pattern included
in the second B mode image with a third speckle pattern
included in the third B mode image.

[0142] For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may obtain a correlation between the second speckle
pattern included in the second B mode image and the
third speckle pattern included in the third B mode image.
Then, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may recognize
where speckles that are included in the second B mode
image are located in the third B mode image, by using
the correlation. The higher the correlation between the
second speckle pattern and the third speckle pattern is,
there is a high possibility that a part of the second B mode
image which includes the second speckle pattern, and a
part of the third B mode image which includes the third
speckle pattern indicate a same part in the target object.
[0143] In operation S1630, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may estimate a second movement path of the at
least one speckle included in the second B mode image,
based on a result of the comparison between the second
speckle pattern and the third speckle pattern.

[0144] For example, since speckles around a tissue to
which the medicine has been injected move while the
speckles maintain a predetermined pattern, the ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 may compare the second speckle
pattern and the third speckle pattern and thus may esti-
mate movement paths of the speckles around the tissue
to which the medicine has been injected.

[0145] In operation S1640, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may determine a second diffusion boundary of the
medicine, based on the second movement path of the at
least one speckle.

[0146] For example, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
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may determine a second movement area including the
second movement path of the atleast one speckle. Then,
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may determine an outside
area of the second movement area, as the second diffu-
sion boundary of the medicine.

[0147] Inthe present embodiment, when a movement
distance of the at least one speckle included in the sec-
ond B mode image is less than a threshold value (or,
when a difference between a second area and afirstarea
is less than the threshold value), the ultrasound appara-
tus 1000 may determine the first diffusion boundary as
a final diffusion boundary of the medicine, and may au-
tomatically store information about the first diffusion
boundary. For example, when the speckles included in
the B mode image no longer move, the ultrasound ap-
paratus 1000 may determine thatthe diffusion of the med-
icine stops, and thus may store and manage the infor-
mation about the first diffusion boundary which was pre-
viously determined.

[0148] In operation S1650, the ultrasound apparatus
1000 may mark the second diffusion boundary of the
medicine on the third B mode image. For example, the
ultrasound apparatus 1000 may mark the second diffu-
sionboundary of the medicine by using a line with a preset
form or a preset color.

[0149] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may translu-
cently display a speckle tracking image that is generated
based on at least one of the first movement path and the
second movement path of the at least one speckle. Here,
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may display aregion with-
in the first diffusion boundary, and a region between the
first diffusion boundary and the second diffusion bound-
ary in the speckle tracking image, by using different
colors, differentbrightness levels, or different chromalev-
els.

[0150] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may transpar-
ently display or may not display the speckle tracking im-
age that is generated based on at least one of the first
movement path and the second movement path of the
at least one speckle.

[0151] The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may mark only
the second diffusion boundary of the medicine on the
third B mode image, or may mark the second diffusion
boundary of the medicine and the first diffusion boundary
of the medicine on the third B mode image.

[0152] As aresult of the comparison between the sec-
ond B mode image and the third B mode image, when
similarity between the second B mode image and the
third B mode image is less than a preset value, the ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 may store the information about
the first diffusion boundary.

[0153] For example, when a difference between the
second B mode image and the third B mode image is
great due to movement of the probe 20 or motion of an
examinee, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may not be
able to detect a diffusion boundary of the medicine by
using the speckle tracking algorithm. Thus, the ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 may automatically store, in a
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memory, and manage the information about the first dif-
fusion boundary which was previously determined.
[0154] FIGS. 17A and 17B illustrate examples of an
ultrasound image whereon an extended diffusion bound-
ary is marked.

[0155] Asillustratedin FIG. 17A, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may mark a first diffusion boundary 1701 and
a second diffusion boundary 1702 on a B mode image
1710 of a target object to which medicine is injected, by
using a line. The ultrasound apparatus 1000 may mark
the first diffusion boundary 1701 by using a dotted line,
and may mark the second diffusion boundary 1702 by
using a one dot-and-dash line. By doing so, a user may
recognize in real-time a change in a diffusion boundary
of the medicine that is continuously injected.

[0156] Also, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may trans-
lucently display a speckle tracking image that indicates
a movement path of a speckle. In this case, the user may
check a structure behind the speckle tracking image.
Thus, if the medicine has been correctly injected to a
target structure in the target object, the user no longer
injects the medicine, so that an amount of the medicine
injected into the target object may be reduced.

[0157] Asillustratedin FIG. 17B, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may mark only the second diffusion boundary
1702 of the medicine on the B mode image 1710 by using
aone dot-and-dash line, and may not display the speckle
tracking image. When the speckle tracking image is not
displayed, the structure behind the speckle tracking im-
age is not blinded, so that the user may check whether
the medicine is correctly injected into the target structure
in the target object.

[0158] FIGS. 18 and 19 are block diagrams illustrating
structures of the ultrasound apparatus 1000, according
to embodiments of the present invention.

[0159] As illustrated in FIG. 18, the ultrasound appa-
ratus 1000 may include an ultrasound image data obtain-
er 1100, a controller 1300, and a display 1600. However,
not all elements shown in FIG. 18 are necessary ele-
ments. That is, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may be
embodied with more or less elements than the elements
shown in FIG. 18. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 19,
the ultrasound apparatus 1000 may further include a user
input unit 1200, a communication unit 1400, and a mem-
ory 1500, in addition to the ultrasound image data ob-
tainer 1100, the controller 1300, and the display 1600.
The elements may be connected to each other via a bus
1700.

[0160] Hereinafter, the aforementioned elements are
described.
[0161] The ultrasound image data obtainer 1100 may

obtain ultrasound image data about a target object 10.
In the present embodiment, the ultrasound image data
may be 2D ultrasound image data or 3D ultrasound image
data about the target object 10.

[0162] The ultrasound image data obtainer 1100 may
include the probe 20, an ultrasound transmitting and re-
ceiving unit 1110, and an image processing unit 1120.
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[0163] The probe 20 transmits an ultrasound signal to
the target object 10 in response to a driving signal sup-
plied from the ultrasound transmitting and receiving unit
1110, and receives an ultrasound echo signal reflected
from the target object 10. The probe 20 includes a plu-
rality of transducers that vibrate in response to adelivered
electrical signal and thus generate ultrasound that is an
acoustic energy. Also, the probe 20 may be connected
to a body of the ultrasound apparatus 1000 in a wired or
wireless manner, and the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may include a plurality of the probes 20 in one or more
embodiments. In the present embodiment, the probe 20
may include at least one of 1D, 1.5D, 2D, and 3D probes.
[0164] The transmitting unit 1111 applies a driving sig-
nal to the probe 20, and includes a pulse generating unit
1113, a transmission delaying unit 1114, and a pulser
1115. The pulse generating unit 1113 generates pulses
for generating transmission ultrasound according to a
pulse repetition frequency (PRF), and the transmission
delaying unit 1114 applies a delay time to the pulses so
as to determine transmission directionality. The pulses
to which the delay time is applied correspond to piezoe-
lectric vibrators, respectively, which are included in the
probe 20. The pulser 1115 applies the driving signal (or
a driving pulse) to the probe 20 at a timing that corre-
sponds to each of the pulses to which the delay time is
applied.

[0165] A receiving unit 1112 may generate ultrasound
data by processing the ultrasound echo signal from the
probe 20, and may include an amplifier 1116, an analog-
to-digital converter (ADC) 1117, a reception delaying unit
1118, and an adding unit 1119. The amplifier 1116 am-
plifies the ultrasound echo signal for each channel, and
the ADC 1117 performs analog-to-digital conversion on
the amplified ultrasound echo signal. The reception de-
laying unit 1118 applies a delay time to the digitally con-
verted ultrasound echo signal so as to determine recep-
tion directionality, and the adding unit 1119 generates
ultrasound image data by adding a plurality of the ultra-
sound echo signals that are processed by the reception
delaying unit 1118.

[0166] The image processing unit 1120 generates an
ultrasound image via a scan conversion process with re-
spect to the ultrasound image data that is generated by
the ultrasound transmitting and receiving unit 1110. The
ultrasound image may include not only a gray scale im-
age obtained by scanning the target object 10 during an
amplitude mode (A mode), a brightness mode (B mode)
or a motion mode (M mode) but also may include a Dop-
pler image that expresses motion of the target object 10
by using a Doppler effect. The Doppler image may in-
clude ablood flow Dopplerimage (also referred as a color
Doppler image) indicating a blood flow, a tissue Doppler
image indicating movement of a tissue, a spectral Dop-
pler image indicating a movement speed of the target
object 10 by using a waveform, etc.

[0167] A B mode processing unit 1123 in a data
processing unit 1121 extracts a B mode component from
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the ultrasound image data and thus processes the B
mode component. The image generating unit 1122 may
generate a B mode image based on the B mode compo-
nent extracted by the B mode processing unit 1123, and
intensity of a signal may be expressed as brightness in
the B mode image. The image generating unit 1122 may
sequentially generate a plurality of B mode images. For
example, the image generating unit 1122 may generate
a first B mode image and a second B mode image.
[0168] Similarly, a Doppler processing unit 1124 in the
data processing unit 1121 may extract a Doppler com-
ponent from the ultrasound image data, and may gener-
ate, based on the extracted Doppler component, a Dop-
pler image that expresses the motion of the target object
10 by using a color or a waveform.

[0169] The image generating unit 1122 may generate
a 3D ultrasound image via a volume rendering process
on volume data, or may generate an elastic image by
imaging deformation of the target object 10 due to a pres-
sure applied thereto. Also, the image generating unit
1122 may estimate a movement path of a speckle in view
of the ultrasound image data, and may generate a speck-
le tracking image that expresses movement of the speck-
le by using an arrow or a color, based on the estimated
movement path of the speckle.

[0170] Furthermore, the image generating unit 1122
may display various types of additional information in the
form of text or graphical image on the ultrasound image.
For example, the image generating unit 1122 may add
one or more annotations, which are related to some or
all contents of the ultrasound image, to the ultrasound
image. That is, the image generating unit 1122 may an-
alyze the ultrasound image, and may recommend the
one or more annotations that are related to some or all
contents of the ultrasound image, based on a result of
the analysis. Also, the image generating unit 1122 may
add one or more annotations that are selected by a user
to the ultrasound image.

[0171] The image processing unit 1120 may extract a
region of interest from the ultrasound image by using an
image processing algorithm. Here, the image processing
unit 1120 may add a color, a pattern, or a boundary to
the region of interest.

[0172] The userinput unit 1200 means a unit by which
the user (e.g., a sonographer) inputs data so as to control
the ultrasound apparatus 1000. For example, the user
input unit 1200 may be formed of, but is not limited to, a
key pad, a dome switch, a touch pad (a touch capacitive
type touch pad, a pressure resistive type touch pad, an
infrared beam sensing type touch pad, a surface acoustic
wave type touch pad, an integral strain gauge type touch
pad, a Piezo effect type touch pad, or the like), a track
ball, a jog switch, or the like. The user input unit 1200
may further include various input units such as an elec-
trocardiogram measurement module, a breathing meas-
urement module, a voice recognition sensor, a gesture
recognition sensor, a fingerprint recognition sensor, an
iris recognition sensor, a depth sensor, a distance sen-
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sor, etc.

[0173] In the present embodiment, the user input unit
1200 may sense not only an actual touch but also may
sense a proximate touch. The user input unit 1200 may
sense a touch input (e.g., a touch & hold input, a tap
input, a double tap input, a flick input, etc.) with respect
to the ultrasound image. Also, the user input unit 1200
may sense a drag input dragged from a point where the
touch input is sensed. The user input unit 1200 may
sense multi-touch inputs (e.g., a pinch) with respect to
at least two points on the ultrasound image.

[0174] The user input unit 1200 may receive an input
of selecting the region of interest in the B mode image.
For example, the user input unit 1200 may receive a user
input of selecting an area including a needle tip, as the
region of interest.

[0175] The controller 1300 controls all operations of
the ultrasound apparatus 1000. For example, the con-
troller 1300 may generally control the ultrasound image
data obtainer 1100, the user input unit 1200, the com-
munication unit 1400, the memory 1500, and the display
1600.

[0176] The controller 1300 may control the ultrasound
image data obtainer 1100 to obtain first B mode image
data and first Doppler data about the target object 10 to
which the medicine is injected. Here, the controller 1300
may detect a first area of the target object 10 from which
the first Doppler data is obtained, and may determine a
first diffusion boundary of the medicine based on the de-
tected first area. For example, the controller 1300 may
determine an outside area of the first area from which
the first Doppler data is obtained, as the first diffusion
boundary of the medicine.

[0177] Here, when a speed value included in the first
Dopplerdatais equal to or greater than a threshold value,
the controller 1300 may detect the first area from which
the first Doppler data is obtained.

[0178] The controller 1300 may detect a partial area
of the first area in which the speed value included in the
first Doppler data is equal to or greater than the threshold
value, and may determine an outside area of the partial
area, as the first diffusion boundary of the medicine.
[0179] The controller 1300 may control the ultrasound
image data obtainer 1100 to obtain second Doppler data
about the target object 10 after an elapse of a preset
time, and may detect a second area from which the sec-
ond Doppler data is obtained. Here, the controller 1300
may determine a second diffusion boundary of the med-
icine, based on the detected second area.

[0180] When Doppler data about the target object 10
is no longer obtained, the controller 1300 may store in-
formation about the first diffusion boundary in the mem-
ory 1500.

[0181] When second B mode image data about the
target object 10 is obtained, the controller 1300 may com-
pare the first B mode image data with the second B mode
image data. If similarity between the first B mode image
data and the second B mode image data is less than a
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preset value, the controller 1300 may store the informa-
tion about the first diffusion boundary in the memory
1500.

[0182] The controller 1300 may detect a diffusion
boundary of the medicine by using a speckle tracking
algorithm. For example, the controller 1300 may control
the ultrasound image data obtainer 1100 to obtain the
first and second B mode images of the target object 10
towhich the medicineisinjected. Also, the controller 1300
may estimate a first movement path of atleast one speck-
le included in the first B mode image, based on a result
of comparison between a first speckle pattern included
in the first B mode image and a second speckle pattern
included in the second B mode image. For example, the
controller 1300 may obtain a correlation between the first
speckle pattern and the second speckle pattern, and may
estimate the first movement path of the at least one
speckle by using the correlation.

[0183] The controller 1300 may receive an input of se-
lecting a region of interest via the user input unit 1200,
and may compare the first speckle pattern included in
the region of interest of the first B mode image with the
second speckle pattern included in the region of interest
of the second B mode image.

[0184] The controller 1300 may determine the first dif-
fusion boundary of the medicine, based on the first move-
ment path of the at least one speckle. For example, the
controller 1300 may determine a first movement area in-
cluding the first movement path of the atleast one speck-
le, and may determine an outside area of the first move-
ment area, as the first diffusion boundary of the medicine.
[0185] The controller 1300 may determine whether the
first movement area is equal to or greater than a preset
area. As a result of the determination, when the first
movement area is equal to or greater than the preset
area, the controller 1300 may determine an outside area
of the first movement area, as the first diffusion boundary
of the medicine.

[0186] The controller 1300 may control the ultrasound
image data obtainer 1100 to obtain a third B mode image
of the target object 10. Here, the controller 1300 may
estimate a second movement path of the at least one
speckle included in the second B mode image, based on
aresult of comparison between the second speckle pat-
tern included in the second B mode image and a third
speckle pattern included in the third B mode image.
[0187] The controller 1300 may determine the second
diffusion boundary of the medicine, based on the second
movement path, and may control the display 1600 to dis-
play the second diffusion boundary of the medicine on
the third B mode image.

[0188] When a movement distance of the at least one
speckle included in the second B mode image is less
than a threshold value, the controller 1300 may store the
information about the first diffusion boundary in the mem-
ory 1500.

[0189] The controller 1300 may compare the second
B mode image and the third B mode image, and as a
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result of the comparison, if a similarity between the sec-
ond B mode image and the third B mode image is less
than a preset value, the controller 1300 may store the
information about the first diffusion boundary in the mem-
ory 1500.

[0190] The communication unit 1400 may include one
or more configuring elements that allow communication
between the ultrasound apparatus 1000 and the server
2000, the ultrasound apparatus 1000 and the first device
3000, and the ultrasound apparatus 1000 and the second
device 4000. For example, the communication unit 1400
may include a short-distance communication module
1410, a wired communication module 1420, a mobile
communication module 1430, or the like.

[0191] The short-distance communication module
1410 is a module for short-distance communication with-
in a predetermined distance. The short-distance commu-
nication may include, but is not limited to, a wireless LAN
(Wi-Fi), Bluetooth, Bluetooth low energy (BLE), Ultra
Wideband (UWB), ZigBee, near field communication
(NFC), Wi-FiDirect(WFD), and infrared Data Association
(IrDA).

[0192] The wired communication module 1420 indi-
cates a module for communication performed by using
an electrical signal or an optical signal. A wired commu-
nication technology may include a pair cable, a coaxial
cable, an optical fiber cable, Ethernet, or the like.
[0193] The mobile communication module 1430 ex-
changes a wireless signal with at least one of a base
station, an external device (e.g., the first device 3000 and
the second device 4000), and the server 2000 on amobile
communication network. Here, the wireless signal may
include various types of data according to communication
of a sound call signal, a video call signal, or a text/multi-
media message.

[0194] The communication unit 1400 may communi-
cate with the external device (e.g., the first device 3000
or the second device 4000) or the server 2000 via a wire-
less or wired network 30. The communication unit 1400
may exchange data with a hospital server or other med-
ical apparatuses in a hospital connected via a Picture
Archiving and Communication System (PACS). Also, the
communication unit 1400 may perform data communica-
tion according to a Digital Imaging and Communications
in Medicine (DICOM) standard.

[0195] The communication unit 1400 may transmitand
receive data such as the ultrasound image, the ultra-
sound image data, Doppler image data, etc. of the target
object 10 which arerelated to diagnosing the target object
10, viathe network 30. Also, the communication unit 1400
may transmit and receive a medical image captured by
another medical apparatus such as CT, MRI, X-ray, etc.
Furthermore, the communication unit 1400 may receive
information about a diagnosis history, a treatment sched-
ule, etc. about a patient from the server 2000 and thus
may use the information in diagnosing the target object
10.

[0196] The memory 1500 may store a program for
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processing the controller 1300, or may store a plurality
of pieces of data (e.g., the ultrasound image, information
about the diffusion boundary of the medicine, examinee
information, probe information, abody marker, or the like)
that are input/output.

[0197] The memory 1500 may include a flash memory-
type storage medium, a hard disk-type storage medium,
a multimedia card micro-type storage medium, a card
type memory (e.g., an SD card memory or an XD card
memory), a Random Access Memory (RAM), a Static
Random Access Memory (SRAM), a Read-Only Memory
(ROM), an Electrically Erasable Programmable Read-
Only Memory (EEPROM), a Programmable Read-Only
Memory (PROM), a magnetic memory, a magnetic disc,
and an optical disc. Also, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
may operate a web storage system that performs a stor-
ing function of the memory 1500 over the Internet.
[0198] The display 1600 displays and outputs informa-
tion that is processed by the ultrasound apparatus 1000.
For example, the display 1600 may display the ultra-
sound image or may display a user interface (Ul) or a
graphical user interface (GUI) related to a control panel.
[0199] The display 1600 may display the first diffusion
boundary of the medicine on the B mode image that is
generated by using the first B mode image data. For ex-
ample, the display 1600 may display the first diffusion
boundary of the medicine by using a line having a preset
form. Also, the display 1600 may transparently or trans-
lucently display, on the B mode image, the first Doppler
image that is generated based on the first Doppler data.
[0200] The display 1600 may display the first diffusion
boundary of the medicine and the second diffusion
boundary of the medicine on the B mode image. Also,
the display 1600 may display a third diffusion boundary
of the medicine on the B mode image. For example, the
display 1600 may determine a third area by combining
the first area from which the first Doppler data is obtained
and the second area from which the second Doppler data
is obtained, and may mark an outside area of the third
area, as the third diffusion boundary of the medicine.
[0201] Whenaregion ofinterestis set, the display 1600
may display the first diffusion boundary, the second dif-
fusion boundary, or the third diffusion boundary in the
region of interest.

[0202] The display 1600 may display, on the second
B mode image, the first diffusion boundary of the medi-
cine which is determined by using a speckle tracking al-
gorithm. Here, the display 1600 may transparently or
translucently display a speckle trackingimage thatis gen-
erated based on a movement path of the at least one
speckle.

[0203] Thedisplay 1600 provides numerical data (e.g.,
a diameter, a circumference, an area, a volume, etc.)
about a diffusion range of the medicine on the B mode
image. The display 1600 provides comparison data (e.g.,
an error rate) obtained by comparing an estimated diffu-
sion range of the medicine with an actual diffusion range
of the medicine.
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[0204] When the display 1600 and a touch pad form a
mutual layer structure and then are formed as a touch
screen, the display 1600 may be used as both an output
device and input device. The display 1600 may include
at least one of a liquid crystal display (LCD), a thin film
transistor-liquid crystal display (TFT-LCD), an organic
light-emitting diode (OLED) display, a flexible display, a
3D display, and an electrophoretic display. Also, accord-
ing to a type of the ultrasound apparatus 1000, the ultra-
sound apparatus 1000 may include atleast two displays.
[0205] One or more embodiments of the present in-
vention may also be embodied as programmed com-
mands to be executed in various computer units, and
then may be recorded in a computer-readable recording
medium. The computer-readable recording medium may
include one or more of the programmed commands, data
files, data structures, or the like. The programmed com-
mands recorded to the computer-readable recording me-
dium may be particularly designed or configured for one
or more embodiments of the present invention or may be
well known to one of ordinary skill in the art. Examples
of the computer-readable recording medium include
magnetic media including hard disks, magnetic tapes,
and floppy disks, optical media including CD-ROMs and
DVDs, magneto-optical media including floptical disks,
and hardware designed to store and execute the pro-
grammed commands in ROM, RAM, a flash memory,
and the like. Examples of the programmed commands
include not only machine code generated by a compiler
but also include a high-level programming language to
be executed in a computer by using an interpreter.
[0206] According to the one or more embodiments of
the present invention, the ultrasound apparatus 1000
marks a diffusion boundary of medicine and thus allows
a user to check whether the medicine is correctly injected
into a target structure in a target object. The user may
check the diffusion boundary of the medicine and thus
may not inject an unnecessary amount of the medicine
into the target object.

[0207] It should be understood that the exemplary em-
bodiments described herein should be considered in a
descriptive sense only and not for purposes of limitation.
Descriptions of features or aspects within each embod-
iment should typically be considered as available for oth-
er similar features or aspects in other embodiments.
[0208] While one or more embodiments of the present
invention have been described with reference to the fig-
ures, it will be understood by those of ordinary skill in the
artthat various changes in form and details may be made
therein without departing from the scope of the present
invention as defined by the following claims.

Claims
1. An ultrasound apparatus (1000) comprising:

an ultrasound image data obtainer configured
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to obtain first B mode image data and first Dop-
pler data about a target object to which a med-
icine is injected, and obtain second Doppler data
about the target object after the first B mode im-
age data and the first Doppler data are obtained
and then a preset time elapses;

a controller configured to detect a first area of
the target object from which the first Doppler da-
tais obtained and a second area from which the
second Doppler data is obtained and determine
a first diffusion boundary (710) of the medicine,
based on the first area and a second diffusion
boundary (720) of the medicine, based on the
second area; and

a display configured to mark the first diffusion
boundary (710) of the medicine and the second
diffusion boundary (720) of the medicine ona B
mode image (400,700) that is generated by us-
ing the first B mode image data, and display, on
the B mode image, comparison data obtained
by comparing an estimated diffusion range of
the medicine with an actual diffusion range of
the medicine,

wherein the controller is further configured to es-
timate the diffusion range of the medicine, based
on at least one of information about a position
towhich the medicine is injected and an injection
amount of the medicine, obtain the actual diffu-
sion range of the medicine, based on the first
area and the second area, compare the estimat-
ed diffusion range of the medicine with the actual
diffusion range of the medicine,

wherein the display is further configured to dis-
play the comparison data, such as an error rate,
obtained by comparing the estimated diffusion
range of the medicine with the the actual diffu-
sion range of the medicine.

The ultrasound apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
first Doppler data comprises at least one of color
Doppler image data and power Doppler image data.

The ultrasound apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
controller is further configured to detect the first area
from which the first Doppler data is obtained, when
a speed value comprised in the first Doppler data is
equal to or greater than a threshold value.

The ultrasound apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
controller is further configured to determine an out-
side area of the first area from which the first Doppler
data is obtained as the first diffusion boundary (710)
of the medicine.

The ultrasound apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
controller is further configured to

detect a partial area of the first area where a speed
value comprised in the first Doppler data is equal to
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or greater than a threshold value; and
determine an outside area of the partial area, as the
first diffusion boundary (710) of the medicine.

The ultrasound apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
display is further configured to mark the first diffusion
boundary (710) of the medicine by using aline having
a preset form.

The ultrasound apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
display is further configured to transparently or trans-
lucently display a first Doppler image (220) that is
generated based on the first Doppler data.

The ultrasound apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
controller is further configured to

determine a third area by combining the first area
and the second area; determine an outside area of
the third area, as a third diffusion boundary of the
medicine; and

wherein the display is further configured to mark the
third diffusion boundary of the medicine on the B
mode image (400,700).

The ultrasound apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
controller is further configured to obtain an input of
selecting a region of interest (510) in the B mode
image (400,700); and wherein the display is further
configured tomark the first diffusion boundary (710)
in the region of interest (510).

The ultrasound apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
controller is further configured to store information
about the first diffusion boundary (710), when Dop-
pler data about the target object is no longer ob-
tained.

The ultrasound apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
controller is further configured to:

obtain second B mode image data about the tar-
get object;

compare the first B mode image data and the
second B mode image data; and

when a similarity between the first B mode image
data and the second B mode image data is less
than a preset value, store information about the
first diffusion boundary (710).

Patentanspriiche

1.

Ultraschallvorrichtung (1000), welche Folgendes
aufweist:

eine Ultraschallabbildungsdatenerlangungsein-
heit, die dafiir vorgesehen ist, erste B-Modus-
Abbildungsdaten und erste Dopplerdaten tber
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ein Zielobjekt zu erlangen, in das ein Arzneimit-
tel injiziert wird, und zweite Dopplerdaten tber
das Zielobjekt zu erlangen, nachdem die ersten
B-Modus-Abbildungsdaten und die ersten
Dopplerdaten erlangt wurden und dann eine
vorbestimmte Zeit ablauft;

ein Steuergerat, das dafiir vorgeseheniist, einen
ersten Bereich des Zielobjekts, von dem die ers-
ten Dopplerdaten erlangt werden, und einen
zweiten Bereich zu detektieren, von dem die
zweiten Dopplerdaten erlangt werden, und eine
erste Diffusionsgrenze (710) des Arzneimittels,
basierend auf dem ersten Bereich, und eine
zweite Diffusionsgrenze (720) des Arzneimit-
tels, basierend auf dem zweiten Bereich, fest-
zulegen; und

eine Anzeige, die dafiir vorgesehenist, die erste
Diffusionsgrenze (710) des Arzneimittels und
die zweite Diffusionsgrenze (720) des Arznei-
mittels auf einer B-Modus-Abbildung (400,700),
die unter Verwendung der ersten B-Modus-Ab-
bildungsdaten erzeugt wird, zu markieren, und
auf der B-Modus-Abbildung Vergleichsdaten
anzuzeigen, die durch Vergleichen eines ge-
schatzten Diffusionsbereichs des Arzneimittels
mit einem tatsachlichen Diffusionsbereich des
Arzneimittels erlangt wurden,

wobei das Steuergerat des Weiteren dafiir vor-
gesehen ist, den Diffusionsbereich des Arznei-
mittels, basierend auf wenigstens einer Informa-
tion Uber eine Position, in welche das Arzneimit-
tel injiziert wird, und einer Injektionsmenge des
Arzneimittels, zu schatzen, den tatsachlichen
Diffusionsbereich des Arzneimittels, basierend
auf dem ersten Bereich und dem zweiten Be-
reich, zu erlangen und den geschatzten Diffusi-
onsbereich des Arzneimittels mit dem tatsach-
lichen Diffusionsbereich des Arzneimittels zu
vergleichen,

wobei die Anzeige des Weiteren daflir vorgese-
hen ist, die Vergleichsdaten, wie zum Beispiel
eine Fehlerrate, die durch Vergleichen des ge-
schatzten Diffusionsbereichs des Arzneimittels
mit dem tatsachlichen Diffusionsbereich des
Arzneimittels erlangt wurden, anzuzeigen.

Ultraschallvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
ersten Dopplerdaten wenigstens eines von Farb-
Doppler-Abbildungsdaten und Leistungs-Doppler-
Abbildungsdaten enthalten.

Ultraschallvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei das
Steuergerat des Weiteren dafiir vorgesehen ist, den
ersten Bereich, von dem die ersten Dopplerdaten
erlangt werden, zu detektieren, wenn ein in den ers-
ten Dopplerdaten enthaltener Geschwindigkeitswert
gleich oder groRer als ein Grenzwert ist.
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Ultraschallvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei das
Steuergerat des Weiteren dafiir vorgesehen ist, ei-
nen AulRenbereich des ersten Bereichs, von dem die
ersten Dopplerdaten erlangt werden, als die erste
Diffusionsgrenze (710) des Arzneimittels festzule-
gen.

Ultraschallvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei das
Steuergerat des Weiteren fir Folgendes vorgese-
hen ist:

Detektieren eines Teilbereichs des ersten Be-
reichs, in dem ein in den ersten Dopplerdaten
enthaltener Geschwindigkeitswert gleich oder
groRer als ein Grenzwert ist; und

Festlegen eines AuRenbereichs des Teilbe-
reichs als die erste Diffusionsgrenze (710) des
Arzneimittels.

Ultraschallvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
Anzeige des Weiteren dafiir vorgesehenist, die erste
Diffusionsgrenze (710) des Arzneimittels durch Ver-
wenden einer Linie, die eine vorbestimmte Form auf-
weist, zu markieren.

Ultraschallvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
Anzeige des Weiteren dafiir vorgesehen ist, eine
erste Doppler-Abbildung (220), die basierend auf
den ersten Dopplerdaten erzeugt wird, transparent
oder transluzent anzuzeigen.

Ultraschallvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei das
Steuergerat des Weiteren fiir Folgendes vorgese-
hen ist:

Festlegen eines dritten Bereichs durch Kombi-
nieren des ersten Bereichs und des zweiten Be-
reichs;

Festlegen eines AuRenbereichs des dritten Be-
reichs als eine dritte Diffusionsgrenze des Arz-
neimittels; und

wobei die Anzeige des Weiteren dafiir vorgese-
hen ist, die dritte Diffusionsgrenze des Arznei-
mittels auf der B-Modus-Abbildung (400,700) zu
markieren.

Ultraschallvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei das
Steuergerat des Weiteren dafiir vorgesehen ist, eine
Eingabe zum Auswabhlen eines interessierenden Be-
reichs (510) in der B-Modus-Abbildung (400,700) zu
erlangen; und wobei die Anzeige des Weiteren dafiir
vorgesehen ist, die erste Diffusionsgrenze (710) in
dem interessierenden Bereich (510) zu markieren.

Ultraschallvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei das
Steuergerat des Weiteren dafiir vorgesehen ist, In-
formationen beziiglich der ersten Diffusionsgrenze
(710) zu speichern, wenn Dopplerdaten beziglich
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des Zielobjekts nicht mehr erlangt werden.

11. Ultraschallvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei das

Steuergerat des Weiteren fir Folgendes vorgese-
hen ist:

Erlangen von zweiten B-Modus-Abbildungsda-
ten bezuglich des Zielobjekts;

Vergleichen der ersten B-Modus-Abbildungsda-
ten und der zweiten B-Modus-Abbildungsdaten;
und

wenn eine Ahnlichkeit zwischen den ersten B-
Modus-Abbildungsdaten und den zweiten B-
Modus-Abbildungsdaten geringer ist als ein vor-
bestimmter Wert, Speichern von Informationen
bezlglich der ersten Diffusionsgrenze (710).

Revendications

Appareil a ultrasons (1000) comprenant :

un dispositif d’obtention de données d'image a
ultrasons configuré pour obtenir des premiéres
données d’'image en mode B et des premiéres
données Doppler concernant un objet cible
auquel un médicament est injecté, et obtenir des
secondes données Doppler concernant I'objet
cible apres avoir obtenu les premieres données
d'image en mode B et les premiéeres données
Doppler, et ensuite un temps préétablis’écoule ;
un dispositif de commande configuré pour dé-
tecter une premiére zone de I'objet cible a partir
de laquelle les premiéres données Doppler sont
obtenues et une deuxiéme zone a partir de la-
quelle les secondes données Doppler sont ob-
tenues et déterminer une premiére limite de dif-
fusion (710) du médicament, sur la base de la
premiére zone et une deuxieme limite de diffu-
sion (720) du médicament, sur la base de la
deuxiéme zone ; et

un affichage configuré pour marquer la premiére
limite de diffusion (710) du médicament et la
deuxieme limite de diffusion (720) du médica-
ment sur une image en mode B (400,700) qui
est générée en utilisant les premiéres données
d'image en mode B, et afficher, sur 'image en
mode B, des données de comparaison obte-
nues en comparant une plage de diffusion esti-
mée du médicamentavec une plage de diffusion
réelle du médicament,

dans lequel le dispositif de commande est en
outre configuré pour estimer la plage de diffu-
sion du médicament, surla base d’au moins une
des informations concernant une position a la-
quelle le médicament est injecté et une quantité
d’injection du médicament, obtenir la plage de
diffusion réelle du médicament, sur la base de
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la premiére zone et la deuxiéme zone, comparer
la plage de diffusion estimée du médicament
avec la plage de diffusion réelle du médicament,
dans lequel I'affichage est en outre configuré
pour afficher les données de comparaison, tel-
les qu’un taux d’erreur, obtenues en comparant
la plage de diffusion estimée du médicament
avec la plage de diffusion réelle du médicament.

Appareil a ultrasons selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel les premieres données Doppler comprennent
au moins l'une parmi des données d’'image Doppler
couleur et des données d’image Doppler puissance.

Appareil a ultrasons selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le dispositif de commande est en outre confi-
guré pour détecter la premiére zone a partir de la-
quelle les premiéres données Doppler sont obte-
nues, lorsqu’une valeur de vitesse comprise dans
les premiéres données Doppler est égale ou supé-
rieure a une valeur seuil.

Appareil a ultrasons selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le dispositif de commande est en outre confi-
guré pour déterminer une zone extérieure de la pre-
miere zone a partir de laquelle les premiéres don-
nées Doppler sont obtenues en tant que premiére
limite de diffusion (710) du médicament.

Appareil a ultrasons selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le dispositif de commande est en outre confi-
guré pour

détecter une zone partielle de la premiére zone ou
une valeur de vitesse comprise dans les premiéres
données Doppler est égale ou supérieure a une va-
leur de seuil ; et

déterminer une zone extérieure de la zone partielle,
en tant que premiere limite de diffusion (710) du mé-
dicament.

Appareil a ultrasons selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel I'affichage est en outre configuré pour mar-
quer la premiére limite de diffusion (710) du médi-
cament en utilisant une ligne ayant une forme préé-
tablie.

Appareil a ultrasons selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel I'affichage est en outre configuré pour afficher
de maniére transparente ou translucide une premie-
re image Doppler (220) qui est générée sur la base
des premieres données Doppler.

Appareil a ultrasons selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le dispositif de commande est en outre confi-
guré pour

déterminer une troisieme zone en combinant la pre-
miére zone et la deuxiéme zone ;

déterminer une zone extérieure de la troisi€me zone,
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en tant que troisieme limite de diffusion du
médicament ; et

dans lequel I'affichage est en outre configuré pour
marquer la troisieme limite de diffusion du médica-
ment sur I'image en mode B (400, 700).

Appareil a ultrasons selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le dispositif de commande est en outre confi-
guré pour obtenir une entrée de sélection d’une ré-
gion d’intérét (510) dans I'image en mode B (400,
700) ; et dans lequel I'affichage est en outre confi-
guré pour marquer la premiére limite de diffusion
(710) dans la région d’intérét (510).

Appareil a ultrasons selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le dispositif de commande est en outre confi-
guré pour stocker des informations concernant la
premiere limite de diffusion (710), lorsque des don-
nées Doppler concernant I'objet cible ne sont plus
obtenues.

Appareil a ultrasons selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le dispositif de commande est en outre confi-
guré pour :

obtenir des secondes données d’image en mo-
de B concernant I'objet cible ;

comparer les premieres données d’'image en
mode B et les secondes données d’'image en
mode B ; et

lorsqu’une similitude entre les premiéres don-
nées d’'image en mode B et les secondes don-
nées d’'image en mode B est inférieure a une
valeur préétablie, stocker des informations con-
cernant la premiere limite de diffusion (710).
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