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ADHESIVE CORD COVER 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application is a continuation of application Ser. 
No. 10/634,204, filed Aug. 5, 2003, entitled Adhesive Card 
Cover, which is pending, the disclosure of which is incorpo 
rated herein by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The present invention relates generally to decorative 
covers for linear objects such as electrical cords, chandelier 
chains, and pipes and methods for their use and, more spe 
cifically, to a decorative cord cover that includes a pressure 
sensitive adhesive strip for facilitating deployment of the cord 
cover around Such objects. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0003 Generally, electrical fixtures, appliances, and the 
like for use in the home or elsewhere are supplied power 
through an electrical cord extending from an electrical outlet 
to the fixture. Often, the electrical fixture, such as a lamp, 
radio or other Small appliance is positioned within the room, 
leaving the electrical cord visible to persons in the room. The 
electrical cord is not aesthetically pleasing. Similar aesthetic 
problems are encountered with chandelier chains, which 
extend downward from a ceiling and include an electrical 
cord, which is typically intertwined with the chain. Addition 
ally, multiple cords may become entangled with one another. 
There is thus a need for devices that accent the appearance of 
plug in electrical cords and coordinate the cord with the 
room's decor, and which can also be used to minimize or 
eliminate tangling of multiple cords. The foregoing problems 
occur not only with electrical cords, but also with other types 
of plug-in cords and lines that carry data, Such as telephone 
lines, coaxial cables, and the like. As used herein, the term 
“electrical cord shall mean and include all such lengthwise 
cords, lines and cables that are used in home and office set 
tings. 
0004 Removable cylindrically shaped covers have been 
used to cover a multitude of devices including cart handles, 
insulating covers for fluid containers, and protective jackets 
for conductors, chandelier chains and the like. See for 
example U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,866,649;3,654,049; 3,906,129; and 
3.038,558. These applications disclose covers secured around 
an item by a fastening device Such as a Zipper, extruded 
fastener or hook-and-loop type fastening material. All of 
these examples are similar in that the secured cover can be 
removed by simply unfastening the fastening device. In each 
case, the device includes a pair of matching fastening means 
which adhere to one another. 
0005. The present invention improves particularly upon 
U.S. Pat. No. 4,954,939 (Hutchins), which discloses an 
adjustable and removable chandelier cord cover. The Hutch 
ins cover is made of a lengthwise strip of fabric material that 
has first and second engaging edges. A first strip of fastening 
material is fixedly secured to one of the engaging edges and a 
second strip of fastening material is fixedly secured to the 
other engaging edge. The two strips of fastening material 
engage one another when the two strips are joined together. 
The specification discusses the configuration and location of 
the two strips at column 1, lines 45-59, column 2, lines 43-57 
and column 3, lines 1-15. Throughout the specification, one 
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of the strips of fastening materials is described as having 
“hooks' while the other strip of fastening material is 
described as having “loops.” The specification further notes 
that a typical example of material Suitable for this purpose is 
that sold under the trademarks VELSTICKR) and VEL 
CROR). Column 3, lines 7-9. Nowhere in the specification is 
there any suggestion that the second strip can be eliminated. 
0006 Pressure sensitive adhesive transfer tapes or double 
stick tapes are widely used to bond two surfaces together. One 
of the advantages of using transfer tapes is that they are easier 
to dispense and apply than liquid adhesives, which must be 
dispensed from a container. 
0007 As far as the inventor can determine, no attempts 
have been made to apply pressure sensitive adhesives to cord 
covers. There is thus a need for a cord cover having the 
following characteristics and advantages over the prior art. 

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

0008. It is an object of the invention to provide a cord cover 
that can be readily applied around a cord, such as an electrical 
cord, a cable, a telephone line, or a chandelier chain. 
0009. It is another object of the invention to provide a cord 
cover that is easier and less expensive to manufacture than 
prior art cord covers. 
0010. It is yet another object of the invention to provide a 
cord cover that can be adjusted to various diameters along its 
length, so as to coveran object that varies in diameter along its 
length. 
0011. The invention is an adhesive cord cover device for 
use in enveloping a linear object such as an electrical cord, a 
cable, telephone lines, a chandelier chain, a rod, a pipe, or the 
like. The cord cover is used primarily for decorative purposes. 
The adhesive cord cover is formed from a lengthwise strip of 
fabric. The lengthwise strip of fabric has a first widthwise 
edge, a second widthwise edge, a first lengthwise edge, a 
second lengthwise edge, an interior side and an exterior side. 
0012 A pressure sensitive adhesive is attached to the fab 
ric strip. The pressure sensitive adhesive has a base side and a 
fastening side. The base side of the pressure sensitive adhe 
sive is adhered to the fabric strip. The pressure sensitive 
adhesive is positioned and configured to allow the fastening 
side of the pressure sensitive adhesive to be selectively 
adhered to the lengthwise strip of fabric to thereby form a 
tubular configuration for enveloping the linear object. The 
tubular configuration has a first open end formed along the 
first widthwise edge and a second open end formed along the 
second widthwise edge. In the preferred embodiment, a base 
side of the pressure sensitive adhesive is adhered to the inte 
rior side of the strip of fabric substantially along the first 
lengthwise edge. In some applications, it is preferable to 
adhere the fastening side of the adhesive to the exterior side of 
the strip of fabric Substantially along the second lengthwise 
edge. By the fastening the lengthwise edges together, the cord 
cover is provided with a lengthwise opening having a maxi 
mum inner diameter. In other applications it is preferable to 
vary the inner diameter of the tubular configuration at differ 
ent locations along the length of the fabric strip, so as to 
accommodate irregular objects. 
0013 The pressure sensitive adhesive is preferably an 
adhesive transfer tape. The transfer tape preferably has a 
removable liner on the fastening side. The removable liner 
assists in preserving the adhesive properties of the pressure 
sensitive adhesive prior to use. The pressure sensitive adhe 
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sive transfer tape is preferably a continuous strip that extends 
substantially along the entire length of the piece of fabric. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0014 FIG. 1 is a side view of one preferred embodiment of 
the adhesive cord cover of the invention, showing the device 
in a closed configuration enveloping an electrical cord. 
0015 FIG. 2 is a perspective view of one preferred 
embodiment of the adhesive cord cover of the invention in an 
open configuration. 
0016 FIG.3 is a side view of one preferred embodiment of 
the adhesive cord cover of the invention, showing the device 
in a closed configuration enveloping the chain and cord of a 
chandelier. 
0017 FIG. 4 is a side view of one preferred embodiment of 
the adhesive cord cover of the invention, showing the device 
in an open configuration and featuring details 
0018 FIG. 5 is cross-section perspective view of one pre 
ferred embodiment of the adhesive cord cover of the invention 
in a closed configuration, showing the use of the adhesive to 
form a tube. 
0019 FIG. 6 is a cross-section frontal view of one pre 
ferred embodiment of the adhesive cord cover of the inven 
tion, showing formation of the closed configuration. 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE 
INVENTION 

0020. In the following detailed description of the preferred 
embodiments, reference is made to the accompanying draw 
ings which form aparthereof, and in which are shown by way 
of illustration specific embodiments in which the invention 
may be practiced. It is to be understood that other embodi 
ments maybe utilized and structural changes maybe made 
without departing from the scope of the present invention. 
0021. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, the invention is an 
adhesive cord cover device 1 for use in enveloping a linear 
object 100, such an electrical cord, a cable, telephone lines, a 
chandelier chain, a rod, a pipe, or the like, primarily for 
decorative purposes. Although the cord cover 1 is designed 
primarily for covering cords, it can also be used to cover other 
linear objects such as pipes, ceiling fan poles, curtain rods, 
shower curtain rods, closet rods, sides of bed frames and 
recliner chair handles. 
0022. As shown in FIG. 2, the adhesive cord cover 1 is 
formed from a lengthwise strip of fabric 20. The lengthwise 
strip of fabric 20 has a first widthwise edge 22, a second 
widthwise edge 23, a first lengthwise edge 24, a second 
lengthwise edge 25, an interior side 28 and an exterior side 29. 
Prior to use, the device 1 is in the open configuration shown in 
FIGS. 2 and 4. During use, the device 1 is configured into a 
closed tubular configuration, as shown in FIGS. 1, 3 and 5. 
using a pressure sensitive adhesive 80. 
0023. As shown in FIG.4, a pressure sensitive adhesive 80 

is attached to the fabric strip 20. The pressure sensitive adhe 
sive 80 has a base side 81B and a fastening side 81F. As shown 
in FIG. 4, the base side 81B of the pressure sensitive adhesive 
80 is adhered to the fabric strip 20, even when the device 1 is 
in an open configuration. The pressure sensitive adhesive 80 
is positioned and configured to allow the fastening side 81F of 
the pressure sensitive adhesive 80 to be selectively adhered to 
the lengthwise strip of fabric 20 to thereby form a tubular 
configuration for enveloping a linear object 100. Such as a 
cord. As shown in FIG. 1, the tubular configuration has a first 
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open end 12 formed along the first widthwise edge 22 and a 
second open end 13 formed along the second widthwise edge 
23. 

0024. In the preferred embodiment shown in FIG. 4, the 
base side 81B of the pressure sensitive adhesive 80 is adhered 
to the interior side 28 of the strip of fabric 20 substantially 
along the first lengthwise edge 24. By placing the adhesive 80 
along the edge, a larger width of fabric is available to form the 
closed tube. However, the base side 81B of the adhesive 80 
can be adhered to the exterior side 29 of the fabric 20 or a 
selected distance from the first lengthwise edge 24 without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. Likewise, 
as shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, it is preferable to adhere the 
fastening side 81F of the adhesive 80 to the exterior side 29 of 
the strip of fabric 20 substantially along the second length 
wise edge 25. By the fastening the lengthwise edges 24, 25 
together, the cord cover is provided with a lengthwise open 
ing 25 having a maximum inner diameter. However, the fas 
tening side 81F of the adhesive 80 can be adhered to the 
interior side 28 of the fabric 20 or a selected distance from the 
second lengthwise edge 25 without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention. 
0025. The pressure sensitive adhesive 80 may be reusable 
for a limited number of times, which allows the cord cover 1 
to be opened and reused. Once the adhesive 80 becomes 
fatigued to the point that it no longer has sufficient adhesive 
strength to achieve the purpose of the invention, the adhesive 
80 can be replaced with a new adhesive 80. 
0026. The pressure sensitive adhesive 80 is preferably an 
adhesive transfer tape. Adhesive transfer tape 80 has the 
advantage of being inexpensive, easy to work with, easy to 
apply during the manufacturing process, and relatively easy 
to remove and replace with a new strip of transfer tape. It is 
also easy to overlay a new strip of transfer tape 80 over an 
older fatigued strip of transfer tape 80. Additionally, as shown 
in FIGS. 2 and 4, the transfer tape 80 preferably has a remov 
able liner 82 on the fastening side 81F. The removable liner 82 
assists in preserving the adhesive properties of the pressure 
sensitive adhesive 80 prior to use. As shown in FIG. 2, the 
liner 82 is selectively removable from the fastening side 81F 
of the transfer tape 80 to thereby allow the fastening side 81F 
of the transfer tape 80 to be selectively adhered to the strip of 
fabric 20 to form the closed tubular configuration. The inven 
tor's experiments indicate that the two most effective transfer 
tapes for use in the invention are 3M(R) VHB(R9485 transfer 
tape and SCOTCHR 908 adhesive transfer tape. 
0027. As shown in FIG. 2, the pressure sensitive adhesive 
transfer tape 80 is preferably a continuous strip that extends 
substantially along the entire length of the piece of fabric 20. 
A continuous strip is easier to apply to the cord cover 1 during 
manufacture, and ensures a continuous, and thus stronger, 
seal when the cord cover 1 is in a closed tubular configuration. 
However, the pressure sensitive adhesive 80 can also be dis 
continuous, such as multiple short Strips. The use of a discon 
tinuous layout for the adhesive 80 reduces the cost of adhesive 
material. Additionally, some users may prefer to have mul 
tiple adhesive sections/areas 80 that are covered with a liner 
82, such that the liner 82 can be removed from each section of 
adhesive 80 just prior to using the adhesive 80 in that particu 
lar section. Alternatively, the adhesive 80 could be applied in 
the form of a glue that is extruded or painted onto the fabric 
20, provided that the glue adhesive retains its adhesive prop 
erties over an extended period of time. 
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0028. Unlike the prior art, the adhesive cord cover 1 of the 
invention does not have two strips of fastening material that 
are configured to engage one another and which are secured 
on opposite edges of the fabric material (e.g., VELCROR), 
Snaps). Instead, the cord cover 1 of the invention uses one 
fastening means 80 that can be selectively adhered directly to 
the fabric of the cord cover 1 in order to form a closed tubular 
configuration. One of the advantages of this configuration 
over the prior art is that it allows the cord cover 1 to be 
adjusted to fit different diameters, since closure is not depen 
dent upon matching up two separate strips of fastening mate 
rial. Another advantage over the prior art is that the cord cover 
1 can be adjusted to different diameters along its length, with 
the diameters selected according to variations in the linear 
object 100. Thus, if the linear object 100 tapers or bulges at 
certain locations, the fastening means 80 can be selectively 
adhered to the cord cover 1 so as to provide a close fit along 
the contour of the object 100. Another advantage over the 
prior art is that when the cord cover 1 is set in a vertical or 
partially vertical orientation, an upper portion of the tubular 
configuration can be selectively provided with an inner diam 
eter smaller than a portion of the linear object 100 (e.g. an 
upper link of a chandelier chain). Such that the Small diameter 
rests on the object and prevents the cord cover 1 from slipping 
downward along the linear object 100. 
0029. The adhesive cord cover 1 is preferably about six 
inches wide. When a six inch wide cord cover 1 is in the 
closed configuration of FIG. 5, the cord cover 1 has an inner 
diameter of about two inches, which is sufficient to encase the 
majority of cords, and also allows room to fit multiple cords 
within the same cord cover 1. The cord cover 1 can be made 
from a wider piece of fabric 20, particularly for office appli 
cations, where it may be desirable to run seven or more chords 
through the cord cover 1. 
0030 Lengthwise elastic strips can be used to give the 
cord cover 1 agathered appearance. As shown in FIG.4, a first 
elastic strip 40 is hemmed along the first lengthwise edge 24 
of the strip of fabric 20, while a second elastic strip 41 is 
hemmed along the second lengthwise edge 25 of the strip of 
fabric 20. The first and second elastic strips 40, 41 together 
provide the strip of fabric 20 with a gathered configuration. 
Placing the elastic strips 40, 41 along the lengthwise edges 24. 
25 provides an economical method of creating a gathered 
appearance. The cover 1 can be made without the elastic and 
gathers so as to give a Smoother appearance. A Smoother 
appearance works particularly well with narrower cords, Such 
as electrical, data or telecom wire, where gathering may 
become bulky. 
0031. The lengthwise piece of fabric 20 can be readily cut 

to create a cord cover 1 of a desired length. For example, if the 
cord cover 1 is ten feet long but only two feet of cord cover are 
required to cover a certain cord, the cord cover 1 can be 
readily cut into separate sections of two feet and eight feet 
long, respectively. The remaining eight foot piece of cord 
cover 1 can be used to cover a longer cord, or can be cut into 
shorter pieces. The fabric 20 and the adhesive material 80 can 
be cut with conventional Scissors. 

0032. The cord cover 1 is preferably constructed from a 
pliable material. Such as linen, muslin, cotton, silk (e.g., 
Dupioni silk), Velvet (preferably stretch), Satin, nylon, poly 
ester, rayon, leather or vinyl. Materials that include Lycra R. 
(e.g., ten percent (10%) Lycra R) have desirable stretching 
qualities for use in the invention. 
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0033 Although the adhesive cord cover 1 is intended pri 
marily as a decorative cover, it serves utilitarian functions as 
well. The cord cover 1 serves to hold a plurality of electrical 
cords together, and provides an additional degree of protec 
tion to the enclosed electrical cords. Additionally, adhesive 
cord covers 1 can be manufactured more simply and inexpen 
sively than prior art covers that incorporate a two-part fasten 
ing mechanism. 
0034. In operation, the invention is used by providing a 
cord cover 1 having the foregoing characteristics, including a 
pressure sensitive adhesive 80 adhered to the strip of fabric 
20, preferably along the first lengthwise edge 24. The interior 
side 28 of the strip of fabric 20 is placed along a cord 100. The 
second lengthwise edge 25 of the strip of fabric is brought into 
contact with the pressure sensitive adhesive 80, and pressure 
is then applied to the fabric to thereby attach the second 
lengthwise edge 25 of the strip of fabric 20 to the adhesive 80 
to form a tube around the cord 100. The tubular configuration 
has a first open end 12 formed along the first widthwise edge 
22 and a second open end 13 formed along the second width 
wise edge 23, which allows the cord to exit through both ends 
of the tube. 
0035 Although the present invention has been described 
in terms of specific embodiments, it is anticipated that alter 
ations and modifications thereof will no doubt become appar 
ent to those skilled in the art. It is therefore intended that the 
following claims be interpreted as covering all alterations and 
modifications that fall within the true spirit and scope of the 
invention. 

I claim: 
1. A method of enveloping a linear object Such as a cord, 

chandelier chain or pipe, said method comprising the steps of 
providing a lengthwise Strip of fabric, said lengthwise strip 

of fabric having a first widthwise edge, a second width 
wise edge, a first lengthwise edge, a second lengthwise 
edge, an interior side, an exterior side, and a pressure 
sensitive adhesive adhered to said strip of fabric along 
said first lengthwise edge; 

placing said interior side of said strip of fabric along said 
linear object; 

wrapping said strip of fabric around said linear object; and 
bringing said pressure sensitive adhesive into contact with 

said strip of fabric, and 
applying pressure to said fabric to thereby attach said strip 

of fabric to said adhesive to thereby form a tubular 
configuration around the linear object, said tubular con 
figuration having a first open end formed along said first 
widthwise edge and a second open end formed along 
said second widthwise edge. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said pressure sensitive 
adhesive is a transfer tape. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein said transfer tape has a 
removable liner on said fastening side to thereby assist in 
preserving adhesive properties of said pressure sensitive 
adhesive. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein said pressure sensitive 
adhesive is discontinuous. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein said pressure sensitive 
adhesive is reusable for a limited number of times, such that 
said cord cover can be opened and reused. 

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising reusing said 
strip of fabric by detaching said second lengthwise edge of 
said strip of fabric from said pressure sensitive adhesive, 
removing said strip of fabric from the linear object, placing 
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said interior side of said strip of fabric along a second cord, 
bringing said second lengthwise edge of said strip of fabric 
into contact with said pressure sensitive adhesive, and apply 
ing pressure to said fabric to thereby attach said second 
lengthwise edge of said strip of fabric to said adhesive to 
thereby form a tubular configuration around the second cord, 
said tubular configuration having a first open end formed 
along said first widthwise edge and a second open end formed 
along said second widthwise edge. 

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising a first elastic 
strip hemmed along said first lengthwise edge of said strip of 
fabric, and a second elastic strip hemmed along said second 
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lengthwise edge of said strip of fabric, said first and second 
elastic strips together providing said strip of fabric with a 
gathered configuration. 

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising replacing said 
pressure sensitive adhesive when said pressure sensitive 
adhesive becomes fatigued. 

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising attaching said 
pressure sensitive adhesive to said strip of fabric such that 
said tubular configuration has varying inner diameters along 
said lengthwise strip of fabric. 

c c c c c 


