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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Linus H. Suaw, of
Brockton, in the county of Plymouth and
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Rands,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to rands for boot
and shoe heels and has for its object to de-
vise means by which otherwise compara-
tively valueless material may be converted
into rands and made valuable.

Tn the following specification I have de-
scribed in detail the manner in which my
invention is carried into effect, and in the
accompanying drawings I have illustrated a
rand made in accordance with the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a
plan view of the rand. Fig. 2 represents a
sectional view of a boot or shoe heel having
my improved rand applied thereto. Fig. 3
is a sectional view of the rand on an en-
larged scale. Fig. 4 is a similar view of a
modified construction of the rand embody-
ing the same general principles. Fig. 5 is a
similar view showing a rand embodying the
same principles but made in a somewhat dif-
ferent manner. Fig. 6 is a perspective view
of a fragment of the same rand shown in
Fig. 5. Fig. 7 is a perspective view illus-
trating the manner of making the rand
shown in Figs. 5 and 6.

Rands for use in boot and shoe heels are
now commonly made of skivings from the
leather blank of which shoe counters and toe
caps are made. The skivings from the edges
of these blanks are of course wedge shaped
in-cross section and are found to be suitable
for use as rands. In order that they may
serve this purpose however it 1s necessary
that they should have a certain width at
least seven eighths of an inch, in order that
they may be penetrated and held by the nails
which are used in securing the heel upon
the boot or shoe. Such nails are driven
through the heel at a considerable distance
from the edges thereof and it is of course
necessary that the rand should project a
still greater distance inwardly ¥rom the
edges in order that it may be firmly held by
these nails. The thin edge of the rand is of
course without much strength and it is con-
sequently necessary that the nails should
penetrate the rand at a considerable distance
back from this thin edge. It is for this
reason that the trade demands as the least
width for a suitable rand about seven

eighths of an inch. Strips of skivings of
less than this width have hitherto been un-
suitable for rands and are merely scrap, the
only use for which they are fitted being to
be ground up and shredded to make leather-
board. Strips suitable for rands have a cer-
tain definite price in the trade, whereas the
scrap in which is included the skivings too
narrow for rands is worth not one tenth of
this price.

The object of my invention is to redeem
the skivings which have hitherto been con-
sidered too narrow for rands, and to con-
vert them into rands suitable for the pur-
pose and having the full market value. I
accomplish this object by uniting with the
narrow skivings thin strips of a material
having a greater degree of strength and
toughness than leather, such as a textile
fabric. This tough, thin material is secured

to the leather skiving in such a manner that .
h t-]

it projects beyond the thin edge of the skiv-
ing and so makes a composite strip of as
great a width as may be required. When
such a composite strip is bent into borseshoe
shape it is perfectly adapted to serve the
purposes of a rand.

In Figs. 1, 2 and 3 of tne drawings I have

shown a rand made of two skivings of
leather, « and b, placed together with their
thin edges next to one another, and a strip e
of other material. The leather strips are of
the character hitherto good for nothing ex-
cept to be ground up into pulp, on account
of the fact that they are too narrow to be
used as a rand. The extension strip ¢ is as-
sembled with these skivings in such a way as
to extend the desired distance beyond the
thin edges of the skivings and 1s firmly
united to the latter, making a composite
strip of any desired width. The skivings
and strip are so firmly united together that
even though the nails which unite the rand
to the heel and to the shoe should pass only
through the strip ¢ yet the union is so strong
as to make it impossible for the leather skiv-
ings to separate therefrom. The union be-
tween the skivings and strip may be any de-
sired fastening means such as stitches or ce-
ment. In the drawings I have shown the
several members united by a line of stitch-
ing d, but if desired T may dispense with the
stitching and unite the pieces together by
cement or other adhesive alone, or I may use
both the stitching and adhesive.

The material of which the strip ¢ is made
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may be anything having a sufficient degree
of strength and toughness so that although
very thin it will not pull'-away from the nail
or other fastening used in attaching it to the
shoe. A textile fabric such as duck I have
found best suited for this purpose as it has
the necessary strength and is at the same
time inexpensive. By this means waste ma-
terial of nominal value may be converted
into rands with a value of from twenty to
thirty times as great.

Other advantages are possessed by rands
constructed in accordance with my inven-

tion. One of these is that owing to the fact :
that narrow skivings may be used it is pos- |

sible to make the rands more abrupt than are
those made from leather skivings of the full
width. This enables the concave seating face
of the heel to be made without unduly com-
pressing the lifts at their counters, Further-
more as the fabric strip is more flexible and
thinner than a leather skiving and is of uni-
form thickness from its inner edge to the
edge of the connected skiving it is not so

thick when it becoines packed at tlie rear of |

the rand after being bent into Lorseshoe
shape as is a leather rand.

Although I have mentioned the ‘rand as
being made of two thicknesses of leather I
desire to be understood that I do not limit

myself to the use of only two skivings, for

miore than two may be used if desired in
building up a single rand. Also it is not
necessary that even two leather skivings be
used as the rand may be made from & single
leather skiving and a strip of fabric as used
in Figs. 4,5, 6and 7. In Pig. 4 o’ represents
the leather skiving and ¢’ the fabric strip,
and the strip is laid flag along one side of
the skiving and secured thereto by stitch-
ing d’. , ,

In the form of the rand shown in Figs.

990,396

5 and 6 the strip ¢* when being first applied
to the skiving 4 is laid upon it as shown in
Fig. 7, not projecting beyond the thin edge
of the skiving, or at least not projecting to
any material extent. It is secured to the
skiving by stitches @* and is then doubled
over about the stitches as shown in Figs. 5
and 6 so that its free end projects inwardly

from the thin edge of the skiving.

"~ I claim,

1. A rand for boot and shoe Lieels, con-
sisting of a narrow skiying wedge-sliaped in
cross-section and a strip of thin and tough
material secured to the skiving and extend-
ing when the rand is in place on a heel be-
vond the thin edge thereof.

2. A rand consisting of a narrow wedge-
shaped leather skiving and a strip of textile
fabric secured to the skiving in contact with
one face only thereof and projecting from
the thin edge thereof. o

3. A rand consisting of a plurality of
leather strips wedge-shaped in cross-section

and laid together with tlieir thinner edges

ext to each other, and a thin strip of
tougher material interposed between the
leather strips, fastened thereto, and project-
ing beyond the thinner edges thereof. ’

4. The combination with 4 heel, of 4 rand
applied on the seating face of the heel at the
periphery thereof, said rand being formeil
of a narrow wedge-shaped leather skiving
and a strip of thin and tough material se-
cured to such a skiving and projecting in-
ward from the inner thin edge thereof, to
receive the heel fastenings. L

In testimony whereof I have affixed my
signature, in presence of two witnesses.

-LINUS H. SHAW.
Wilnesses:

C. I. Brown,.
J. H. CrurcHILL.

Copies of this patent inay be obtained for five ceﬁts each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of ?atents._

‘Washington, D. C.”
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