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This invention relates to the identification tags 
that are universally worn by those in our armed 
Services, and is concerned with the cord on Which 
the tags are strung. 

Regulations of all of the Various armed Services 
require that each meinber Wear a pair of iden 
tification tags, which are strung on a cord that is 
Suspended about the neck of each particular 
member. When casualties Occur, these iden 
tification tags serve the purpose of identifying 
the particular body. In cases of death, one tag 
remains with the body and the other is returned 
to the War Department and thence to the family 
of the deceased. At the present time, these iden 
tification tags are strung on a cord which may 
be of a textile or plastic nature that is inflam 
nable to a high degree. Metal chains have also 
been employed but are objectionable for being 
noisy and uncomfortable. It is evident that 
with the tags attached to the body by an in 
flammable cord in time of catastrophe, Such as 
in the holocaust created by shelling and bomb 
ing, this cord may be burnt and the tags sepa 
rated from the body With resulting confusion in 
the identification of bodies. 
With this condition in mind, this invention has 

in View, as its foremost objective, the provision 
of an identification tag cord which is of a non 
inflammable character. In carrying out this 
idea, the invention proposes the use of a cord 
Comprising a core made entirely of Spun glass 
fibres or such fibres in combination with asbestos 
fibres and perhaps a metal such as copper. 
This core is tightly encased in a braided sheath. 
An important object of the invention is the 

provision of a cord of the character aforesaid, 
in which the sheath is made of textile yarn and is 
impregnated with a non-inflammable dressing 
to render it fireproof. 
The non-inflammable character of spun glass, 

asbestOS, and copper is obvious. However, it is 
desirable to prevent the glass and other mate 
rials of the cord from coming into contact with 
the skin of the person, because many humans 
are allergic to the chemical make-up of the glass 
fibres. A sheath or casing, therefore, becomes 
neceSSary, and in accordance With this invention 
a braided sheath is provided. Obviously, the 
sheath itself must be of a non-inflammable 
nature, and this end may be achieved in either 
One of two main ways. The sheath may be 
braided from ordinary textile yarns such as: 
rayon, Cotton, silk or nylon, and impregnated 
With a non-inflammable dressing. As an alter 
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native, the sheath may be braided from yarn in 
cluding asbestos fibres, which would impart the 
desired fireproof characteristics. 
Warious other more detailed objects and ad 

vantages of the invention, such as arise in con 
nection with carrying out the above noted 
thoughts in a practical embodiment, Will in part 
become apparent and in part be hereinafter 
stated, as the description of the invention pro 
Ceeds. 
The invention, therefore, comprises an iden 

tification tag cord consisting of a core of spun 
glass fibres, asbestos, and copper, and which core 
is tightly enclosed in a non-inflammable sheath. 

For a full and more complete understanding 
of the invention, reference may be had to the 
following description and accompanying draw 
ing, Wherein: 

Figure 1 is a view in perspective showing a 
pair of identification tags strung on a cord that 
is made in accordance With the precepts of this 
invention; and 

Figure 2 is another perspective, on a large 
Scale, of a portion of the cord with parts of the 
sheath broken away to more clearly illustrate 
the construction. b 

Referring now to the drawing, wherein like 
reference characters denote corresponding parts, 
and first more particularly to Figure 2, it will be 
noted that the identification tag cord of this 
invention comprises a core referred to generally 
by the reference character C, and which core is 
encased in a sheath, designated S. The core C 
is made up of a plurality of strands. The num 
ber of Strands employed may vary, although the 
invention contemplates using at least two 
Strands, So that they may be wrapped about each 
other to provide a core that may be snugly en 
closed in a cylindrical sheath. In the illustrated 
embodiment, the core C is made up of 3 strands 
designated 0, and 2. The strands O and 

are substantial duplicates, and each is made 
up of Spun glass and asbestos fibres that are 
tWisted together to form yarn. The strand rep 
resented at 2 may be of any preferred metal, 
Such as copper. The strands 0, and 2 are 
Wrapped about each other in the manner de 
picted to provide a core, the cross section of 
which is substantially circular. 
The sheath S is preferably braided about the 

core C. This sheath may be made from any ap 
propriate textile yarn, such as: rayon, cotton, 
Silk or nylon, and when made from any ordinary 
yarn, the sheath, after braiding, or the yarn from 
Which it is made before braiding, is impregnated 
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with a fireproof dressing which renders it of a 
non-inflammable character. While there are 
many dressings which may be employed to fire 
proof the Sheath, Sodium Silicate is cited by Way 
of example. - 

As an alternative to impregnating the sheath 
S With the dressing rendering it non-inflammable, 
the invention contemplates an arrangement in 
which the sheath S is braided from yarn including 
asbestOS fibres. The latter have the obvious ef 
fect of rendering the sheath of a fireproof nature. 

Referring now more particularly to Figure 1, 
a pair of identification tags, designated T, are 
shown as formed With the usual openings 3 
through which the cord, illustrated Figure 2, and 
above described, is threaded. The entire cord is 
designated L, and is shown as formed into a loop 
whereby it is adapted to be suspended from the 
neck of the Wearer. 

It is evident that a non-inflammable cord night 
be provided by merely using the yarn made from 
spun glassfibres and asbestos. However, as many 
humans are allergic to glass, it is important to 
prevent the glass from contacting the skin of 
the body. Inasmuch as these identification tags 
are worn beneath the clothing, the cord must 
Contact the body and the sheath becomes neces 
Sary. 
While a preferred specific embodiment of the 

invention is hereinbefore set forth, it is to be 30 
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2,359,988 
clearly understood that the invention is not to 
be limited to the exact constructions illustrated 
and described, because various modifications of 
these details may be provided in putting the in 
vention into practice, within the purview of the 
appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An identification tag cord of the character 

described comprising a core made up of a plu 
rality of strands of spun glass and asbestos fibres 
together with a netalic strand with the several 
strands twisted together, and a braided sheath 
tightly enclosing Said core, said sheath being made 
from textile yarn and impregnated with a fire 
proof dressing. 

2. An identification tag cord of the character 
described comprising a core made up of a plurality 
of strands of spun glass and asbestos together 
With a copper strand With the Several Strands 
twisted together, and a braided sheath tightly en 
closing said core, said sheath being made from 
textile yarn and impregnated with a fireproof 
dressing. 

3. An identification tag cord of the character 
described comprising a core of Spun gaSS and 
asbestos fibres and a copper strand, and a sheath 
enclosing said core, Said sheath being of a non 
inflammable character. 

CHARLES B. GUDEBROD. 


