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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
FRANK E. SEELEY, of BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT, ASSIGNOR, TO THE PERKINS 

ELECTRIC swiTCH MANUFACTURING COMPANY, OF BRIDGEPORT, CoNNECTICUT, 
A CORPORATION OF CONNECTICUT, 

PUSH-BUTTON SWIFECH, 

936,175. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Oct. 5, 1909. 
Application filed April 21, 1909. Serial No. 491,862, 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRANK. E. SEELEY, a 

citizen of the United States of America, and residing at Bridgeport, in the county of 
Fairfield and State of Connecticut, have in 
vented a certain new and Improved Push 
Button Switch, of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to push button 

switches and particularly to indicating 
means therefor and comprises the novel fea 
tures hereinafter set forth in the following 
description and claims, 
In the accompanying drawings in which a 

switch embodying my invention is shown, 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the switch; 
Fig. 2 is a vertical section on a larger scale 
of the push button, and indicating mechan 
ism; Fig. 3 is a plan of the push button; 
Fig. 4 is an inverted plan thereof; and Fig. 
5 is a section of the push button mechanism 
on the line 5-5, Fig. 2. 
My improved indicating means is particu 

larly adapted to be applied to a push E. 
switch having a ratchet mechanism operted 
by an oscillating spiral member, comprising 
in the form shown, a hollow push button 10 
provided with a shoulder or shoulders 11 
engaging in spiral depressions in a sleeve 12, 
the lower end of which carries a ratchet 13 
coöperating with a rotary abutment 14, the 
lug 15 of which is engaged by one end of the 
switch actuating coil spring 16. Guides 17 
engaged by lugs 18 on the ring 19 which is 
rigid with the pushbutton 10 prevent the 
angular movement of the latter. Conse 
quently when the button 10 is depressed the 
sleeve 12 is rotated, the spring 16 tensioned 
and the switch mechanism actuated. A re 
turn spring 25 lifts the push button again, 
the sleeve 12 with ratchet 13 being simulta 
neously returned by their engagement there 
with. The push button passes through a 
face plate A as usual, the latter being spaced 
from the insulating base B on which the 
switch mechanism is mounted, by stand 
ards C. " . 

To actuate the indicating device which 
forms the subject of my invention, I connect 
the same with the rotary switch spindle 20. 

Sleeved on this spindle and rotating there 
with, though capable of axial displacement 
with relation thereto, arrange a carrier 21, 
on the upper end of which is mounted the 
indicator disk 22 on which the switch posi 
tions are printed. As the indle 20 rotates, 
the position of the switch as shown by the 
indicator, the latter being visible through 
a perforation 23 in the top of the push but 
ton. A suitable bearing for the indicator 
disk is furnished by depressing a center 24 
from the face of the button. A correspond 
ing recess 26 is formed in the disk. It is 
obvious that when the switch spindle 20 ro 
tates, the indicator 22 moves with the same 
and the position of the switch may be ob 
served through the peep hole 23. 
Changes in the details of construction will 

readily suggest themselves and I do not limit 
myself to the precise structure shown, but 
claim as my invention: 

1. In a push button switch, a hollow push 
button and a visible indicator within the 
same moving with the switch spindle. 

2. In a push button switch, a hollow push 
button and an indicator within the same 
operated from the switch mechanism, said 

55 

70 

75 

push button being perforated to afford a 
peep hole through which said indicator may 
be observed, 

3. In a push button switch, a hollow push 
button, a visible indicator within the same 
carried by a sleeve, and a switch spindle 
working within said sleeve but engaging 
the same in such manner as to prevent angu 
lar movement with relation thereto. . 

4. In a push button switch, a hollow push 
button and a visible indicator within the 
same operated by the Switch mechanism. 

5. In a push button switch, a hollow push. button provided with a bearing on its inner 
surface, and a visible indicator rotated on 
said bearing by the switch mechanism. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification, in the presence 
of two subscribing witnesses. 

FRANK E. SEELEY 
Witnesses: 

H. W. GoLDSBOROUGH, 
A. J. WATERHOUSE. 
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