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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that [, BENJAMIN F. STE-
PHENS, of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings
and State of New York, have invented an Im-
provement in Metallic Fastenings for Bn-
velopes, &c., of which the following is a spec-
ification : A

Metallic eyelets have been used for fasten-
ing envelopes, papers, &c., and in some cases

these have DLeen made closed at the end so.

that when flattened there was no opening
throngh this fastening. In some cases but-
tons have been made in two parts, but they
are not adapted to fastening envelopes nor:to
accomplishing the object that I attain.

With the envelope- fastenings heretofore
employed, the head can be filed or cut off,
the envelope opened, its contents abstracted,
another metallic fastening inserted, and the
envelope closed up without the envelope be-
‘ing mutilated or showing that it had been
opened.

My invention is made for the purpose of
preveuting this being done without detection,
for which purpose I employ a combined eye-
let and metal seal that cannot be replaced by
any person that has not the  metallic seal.
Thus the metallic fastening is as great a pro-
tection as a sealing-wax seal, because that
can be opened by heat but cannot be replaced
without the actual seal; so in my improve-
ment, the metal seal cannot be replaced after
the envelope has been opened by cutting off
the seal, except by a person possessed of the
genuine metal seal. Thus the security is great-
ly increased.

I make use of a metallic eyelet, a, prefera-
bly made with a broad flat flange, 2, so as
not to cut or injure the paper,-and this is put
through the thicknesses of paper forming the

back and flap of the envelope, either by punch-
ing the hole previously or by pressing the pa-
per upon the cylindrical portion of the eyelet,
8o that it cuts its own hole.

The metallic seal b for the end of the eyelet
is made with a raised and returned edge, 3,
so that said edge is sectionally a bead of
nearly three-quarters of a circle; hence the
middle portion of the seal is below the rim
and adapted to receive any initials, mono-
gram, numbers, or other marks usual in seals,
and when the seal is placed upon the end of
the eyelet and struck by a hamner, or pressed
down upon such eyelet, the end thereof is
spread, and clinches within the bead around
the seal, so that the parts cannot separate,
and the envelope is firinly sealed, and the
central portion being lower than therim upon
which the pressure is applied, said pressure
does not injure or obliterate the seal itself,
but leaves that uninjured.

This fastening may be used to secure legal
and other papers together, or for similar ob-
Jjeets.

Figure 1 of the drawings shows the parts
of the fastening, separately and in section.
Fig. 2 shows them after flattening ; and Fig.
3 shows an envelope with such fastenings ap-
plied thereto.

I claim as my invention— .

The metallic seal b, with the raised and re-
turved edge 3, in combination with the me-
tallic eyelet a, having a broad flange, 2, as
and for the purposes set forth.

Signed by me this 24th day of -May, A. D,

1875. .
BENJ. F. STEPHENS,
Witnesses:
GEo. T. PINCENEY,
CHas. H. SMITH.




