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To all whom it may concern:

Be it koown that [, PERRY L. SHEPARDSON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Pittsfield, in the county of Berkshire and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
useful Improvementin Folding Beds,of which
the following is a specification.

My improvements relate more particularly
to that class known as “ cribs,”” and in which
sides and ends are required to retain infants
upon the bed. and have for their object the
provision of means for folding the bedstead,as
well as the mattressor other bedding, together
compactly; and my invention consists in the
combination and constrnction as hereinafter
described, and more partienlarly pointed out
in the claims.

My invention is fully illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, in which Figure Iis a
planviewof myimprovedbedstead. Fig. Il is
an end elevation of the frame insection on the
dotted line z @ of Fig. I. Fig, I111is an eleva-
tion in section of the frame on the dotted line
yy of Fig. I,and showing also a portion of the
bed-bottom. Fig. IV is a plan view of the de-
vice folded. Tig. Vis anend elevation of the
device in one stage of being folded, and Fig.
VIis an end elevation in section through the
frame on the dotted line z 2 of Fig. IV,

B is the frame of folding crib and consist-
ing of the posts b at the four corners rising
above the sides and ends and prolonged be-
low them to supply the legs, the sides ¢, sup-
plied ab their innersides and lower edges with
cleats d or other means for supporting the
bed-bottom, and ends ¢, hinged to the posts 3,
and formed each in two sections united cen-
trally by hinges to admit of their folding in-
ward to permit the sides foapproach. These
general features are old, and, together with a
bottom in two sections hinged to the sides to
drop down as the ends are folded, constitute
the folding erib in general use; but heretofore
it has not been practicabletousesoft or spring
bed-bottoms with folding cribs, and it has
been necessary to remove the mattress or bed-
ding before folding the crib, to be restored
only when the crib is unfolded for use, to
obviate which disadvantages, by the use of a
woven or other flexible bed-bottom, and the
provision of means for folding the bed-bottom
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and mattress, or other bedding supported
thereby, with the rest of the folding mechan-
ism, is the object of the present improve-
ments.

H is the frame of a bed bottom adapted to
pass within the sides ¢ of thelrame B and rest
upon the cleats d. The ends proper, I, of the
bed-bottom have a space between them oppo-
site the joints in the ends e, which space is
bridged by 2 bar, 4, hinged at its ends at ¢’ to
the opposite ends 2. The bard lies upon the
sides of ends &, and pzowections ofromthe end@
I extend over the bar 7 inside of the hinges i
and bear upon it, so that the ends % are in ef-
feet rigid to resist weight applied from above,
but have a double Jomb capable of bemg
broken from below to leave the ends % as far
removed as the distance between the joints ¢

From sideto side of the frame H is stretched
a flexible web or membrane, I, eare being
taken not to let the end edges of said web ex-
tend over the ends %, which wonld be to tie
them from swinging on the hinges ¢’

Extending vertically upon the inner sides of
posts b, and to points above the highest ex-
tent of the ends e, and secured to smd posts
are four ways, ¢, (shown formed of stout wire,)
and tied to these ways by eyes m, which are
also hinges, is the frame H. The upper ends
of the ways g form stops, and the eyes m are
loose enough upon the wire fonnmg the ways
to permit the ends 2 to be swung upon said
ways as upon a hinge.

When from the extended position shownin
Fig. T it is desired to fold the crib,the bottow
frame, H, with its mattress, is slid up upon
the ways until stopped, as mdxmted in Fig.
II, in a position clear above the ends ¢, a
sllo"ht upward push is given ends & to throw
the hinges ¢ ont of ]me, and the ends ¢ are
folded mwznd, as shown in Fig. V, to bring
the bed-bottom and its mattressinio the posi-
tion shown in the same figure,from which po-
sition it is slid down upon Lhe ways g to rest
upon the folded ends ¢, as shown in Figs. IV
and VI

A mple space is left bebween the sides ¢ and
the bed-bottom I for the mattress and bedding,
and the folded frame M, when in the position
shown in Fig. VI, holds the rest of the parts
firmly and eompactly folded.
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To prepdre the folded crib for use, the bed-
bottom is slid up to the position seen in Fig.
V, when the act of straightening the ends e
also brings the bed-bottom into position to be
slid to rest upon the cleats d.

Now,having described my invention, what I
claim is— ,

1. The within-deseribed improved com-
bined folding bedstead and bed-bottom, con-
sisting of posts b, sides ¢, inwardly-folding ends
¢, and meauns, as d, for supporting a bed-bot-
tom, a bed-bottom consisting of a frame, II,
adapted to haveits sides rest within the sides
¢, a flexible botlom, I, and ends &, to one side
of the bottom T, and hinged, as shown and de-
scribed, to form a joint, breaking upward to
leave an interval between adjacent endsh as
greab as the thickness of the folded ends ¢,and
ways in the posts b, having stops above the
ends e¢,combined with eyes in frame H,adapted

389,018

to follow upon said ways and form a hinge
thereupon, all combined and operating as and
for the purpose set forth. )

2. In folding cribs, the combination, with
sides, corner-posts, and inwardly-folding ends,
of a bed-bottom consisting of a frame, H,
adapted to rest within the crib-sides, a flexi-
ble bottom, I, stretched from side to side of
frame H, ends % outside of the bottom I and
having their corresponding ends separated by
a. space, bars 4, extending between adjacent
ends 2 and hingéd thereto, projections o from
ends A, arranged to bear upon bars ¢ between
the hinges, ways g from posts b,and eyes hold-
ing the bed-bottom to the posts, all arranged
and operating asand for the purpose set forth.

PERRY L. SHEPARDSON.

Witnesses:

R. F. HYDE,
JASON PERKINS.
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