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57 ABSTRACT 
A combination of a burner valve control device and an 
electrical switch unit carried by the device and being 
operated by a movable actuator controlled by the selec 
tor of the device, the selector having a control shaft 
rotatable about an axis thereof. The switch unit has a 
snap-fit arrangement snap-fitted to the device when the 
entire switch unit is moved in a direction substantially 
transverse to the axis of the control shaft to detachably 
secure the switch unit to the device. 

10 Claims, 15 Drawing Figures 
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BURNERVALVE CONTROL DEVICE, AN 
ELECTRICAL SWITCH UNIT THEREFOR AND 

METHODS OF MAKING THE SAME 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to an improved combination of 

a control device and an electrical switch unit carried 
thereby and to a method of making the same. 
This invention also relates to an improved electrical 

switch unit for such a device or the like and to im 
proved parts for such an electrical switch unit or the 
like as well as to improved methods of making such 
switch units and parts therefor. 

2. Prior Art Statement 
It is known to provide a combination of a burner 

valve control device and an electrical switch unit car 
ried thereby to be operated by movable actuator means 
controlled by the selector means of the device whereby 
turning the selector means to a certain position thereof 
will cause the electrical switch to operate electrical 
ignition means to ignite fuel being controlled by the 
burner valve control device. 

In one such prior known arrangement, the electrical 
switch unit is fastened by conventional fastening means 
to the rear of the housing of the burner valve control 
device and an elongated bell-crank-like member is piv 
otally carried by the housing of the control device and 30 
extends from the selector means thereof to the electrical 
switch to operate the same. 

It is also known to provide an electrical switch con 
struction having a housing means carrying a pair of 
switch blades therein and respectively having contact 35 
portions for engaging each other, the housing means 
carrying an actuating member for engaging one of the 
switch blades to thereby move the contact portion 
thereof out of contact with the contact portion of the 
other of the switch blades. 

It is also known to provide a switch blade construc 
tion for an electrical switch construction wherein the 
switch blade construction has a flexible end switching 
portion and an opposed rigid terminal portion, the ter 
minal portion comprising a separate rigid member se 
cured to a flexible switch blade that forms the flexible 
end switching portion. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is a feature of this invention to provide an im 
proved combination of a burner valve control device 
and an electrical switch unit carried thereby. 

In particular, it was found according to the teachings 
of this invention, that a unique snap-fit arrangement can 
be provided for the burner valve control device and the 
electrical switch unit so that the electrical switch unit 
can be snap-fitted to the device so as to be detachably 
secured thereto. 

Accordingly, one embodiment of this invention pro 
vides a combination of a burner valve control device 
and an electrical switch unit carried by the device and 
being operated by movable actuator means controlled 
by the selector means of the device, the switch unit 
having snap-fit means snap-fitted to the device when the 
entire switch unit is moved in a direction substantially 
transverse to the axis of rotation of a control shaft of the 
selector means to detachably secure the switch unit to 
the device. 
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It is another feature of this invention to provide an 

improved actuator means for actuating the switch 
means of the switch unit that is carried by the burner 
valve control device and is operated by the selector 
means thereof. 

In particular, it is found according to the teachings of 
this invention that a bell-crank-like lever can be pivot 
ally mounted to the switch unit to be carried thereby 
and still provide means whereby the selector means of 
the burner valve control device can operate the same. 

Accordingly, an embodiment of this invention pro 
vides a combination of a burner valve control device 
and an electrical switch unit carried by the device and 
having the switch means thereof operated by movable 
actuator means that is, in turn, operated by the selector 
means of the device, the movable actuator means com 
prising a bell-crank-like lever pivotally mounted to the 
switch unit to be carried thereby and having an actuator 
arm engageable with the selector means of the device 
and the switch means of the switch unit. 

It is another feature of this invention to provide an 
improved electrical switch construction. 

In particular, it was found according to the teachings 
of this invention that the switch blades of a switch con 
struction can be uniquely arranged so that one switch 
blade is mounted intermediate another switch blade and 
an actuator means operates the outboard switchblade in 
a unique manner. 
For example, an embodiment of this invention pro 

vides an electrical switch construction having a housing 
means carrying a pair of switch blades therein and re 
spectively having contact portions for engaging each 
other, the housing means carrying an actuator member 
for engaging and moving one of the switch blades to 
thereby move the contact portion thereof out of contact 
with the contact portion of the other of the switch 
blades. The other switchblade is disposed intermediate 
the one switch blade and the actuator member and the 
one switch blade has an end looped therefrom and dis 
posed intermediate the other switch blade and the actu 
ator member to be engaged by the actuator member. 

It is another feature of this invention to provide an 
improved switch blade for an electrical switch con 
struction. 

In particular, it was found according to the teachings 
of this invention that a switch blade can comprise a 
one-piece member and have a rigid terminal portion and 
a flexible switching portion. 

For example, one embodiment of this invention pro 
vides a switch blade for an electrical switch construc 
tion wherein the switch blade has a flexible end switch 
ing portion and an opposed rigid terminal portion, the 
switchblade comprising a one-piece member having the 
terminal portion formed from a part of the one-piece 
member folded upon itself. 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro 
vide an improved combination of a burner valve control 
device and an electrical switch unit carried by the de 
vice, the combination of this invention having one or 
more of the novel features of this invention as set forth 
above or hereinafter shown or described. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a 

method of making a combination of a burner valve 
control device and an electrical switch unit carried by 
the device, the method of this invention having one or 
more of the novel features of this invention as set forth 
above or hereinafter shown or described. 
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Another object of this invention is to provide an 
improved electrical switch construction, the electrical 
switch construction of this invention having one or 
more of the novel features of this invention as set forth 
above or hereinafter shown or described. 5 
Another object of this invention is to provide a 

method of making an electrical switch construction, the 
method of this invention having one or more of the 
novel features of this invention as set forth above or 
hereinafter shown or described. 
Another object of this invention is to provide an 

improved switch blade for an electrical switch con 
struction, the switch blade of this invention having one 
or more of the novel features of this invention as set 
forth above or hereinafter shown or described. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a 

method of making a switch blade for an electrical 
switch construction, the method of this invention hav 
ing one or more of the novel features of this invention as 
set forth above or hereinafter shown or described. 
Other objects, uses and advantages of this invention 

are apparent from a reading of this description which 
proceeds with reference to the accompanying drawings 
forming a pair thereof and wherein: 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view illustrating 

the improved combination of this invention that com 
prises a burner valve control device and an electrical 
switch unit carried by the device. 

FIG. 2 is a front view of the assembled burner valve 
control device and the electrical switch unit of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged view similar to FIG. 2 with 
various parts broken away and shown in cross section. 

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken online 4-4 of 35 
FIG. 3. 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view taken in 
the direction of the arrows 5-5 of FIG. 3. 

FIG. 6 is a partially broken away side view of the 
combination illustrated in FIG. 3 and is taken in the 40 
direction of the arrows 6-6 of FIG. 3. 
FIG. 7 is a fragmentary view similar to FIG. 3 and 

illustrates the switch construction in an open condition 
thereof. 

FIG. 8 is an enlarged top view of one of the switch 45 
blades of the switch construction of this invention. 

FIG. 9 is a side view of the switch blade of FIG. 8. 
FIG. 10 is a top view of the other switch blade of 

switch construction of this invention. 
FIG. 11 is a side view of the switch blade illustrated 50 

in FIG. 10. 
FIG. 12 is a fragmentary view of the switch blade of 

FIG. 11 as taken in the direction of the arrows 12-12 of 
FIG. 11. 
FIG. 13 is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sectional 55 

view taken on the line 13-13 of FIG. 12. 
FIG. 14 is a view similar to FIG. 2 and illustrates 

another embodiment of the combination of this inven 
tion that comprises the burner valve control device and 
an electrical switch unit carried thereby. 

FIG. 15 is a view similar to FIG. 3 without the con 
trol device and illustrates another embodiment of the 
electrical switch construction of this invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

While the various features of this invention are here 
inafter described and illustrated as being particularly 
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4. 
adapted to provide an electrical switching arrangement 
for a burner valve control device for a top burner of a 
cooking apparatus or the like, it is to be understood that 
the various features of this invention can be utilized 
singly or in any combination thereof to provide devices 
for other structures as desired. 

Therefore, this invention is not to be limited to only 
the embodiments illustrated in the drawings, because 
the drawings are merely utilized to illustrate one of the 
wide variety of uses of this invention. 

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 2, the improved com 
bination of this invention is generally indicated by the 
reference numeral 20 and comprises a burner valve 
control device 21 carrying an electrical switch unit 22 
in a manner hereinafter set forth so that when a selector 
means 23 of the device 21 is turned to a certain position 
or positions thereof, the switch means that is generally 
indicated by the reference numeral 24 in FIG. 3 will be 
disposed in the closed condition illustrated in FIG. 3 to 
operate suitable electrical ignition means (not shown) to 
ignite fuel issuing from a top burner (not shown) of a 
cooking apparatus and being fed thereto by the control 
device 21 out of an outlet means 25 thereof in a manner 
well known in the art. 
The switch means 24 of the switch unit 22 comprises 

a pair of switch blades 26 and 27 respectively having 
contact portions 28 and 29 adapted to be disposed in 
contact with each other when an actuator means 30 of 
the switch unit 22 is disposed in the position illustrated 
in FIG. 3 so as to electrically interconnect together 
terminal portions 31 and 32 of the switchblades 26 and 
27 to operate the aforementioned electrical ignition 
means. However, when the actuator means 30 is moved 
to the position illustrated in FIG. 7, it can be seen that 
the contact portion 29 of the switch blade 27 is moved 
out of contact with the contact portion 28 of the switch 
blade 26 so as to break electrical connection between 
the terminal ends 31 and 32 to thereby place the electri 
cal ignition means in an “off” condition thereof. 
The electrical switch unit 22 comprises a housing 

means 33 having a chamber 34 therein which receives 
the switch blades 26 and 27 and is adapted to be closed 
by a cover plate 35. 
The cover plate 35 has a cup-shaped part 36 formed 

integrally therewith and being adapted to pivotally 
mount the actuator member 30 thereto so as to be car 
ried by the switch unit 22. 

In particular, the actuator member 30 comprises a 
bell-crank-type lever having a pivot pin-like part 37 
which is pivotally mounted to the housing means 33 and 
the cup-shaped retainer 36 in the manner illustrated in 
FIG. 4 so that an arcuate arm 38 of the lever 30 can 
have its opposed ends 39 and 40 respectively disposed in 
engagement with a cam surface 41 of the selector means 
23 and a looped free end 42 of the switch blade 27, the 
end 40 of the actuator 30 comprising an offset portion 
40' extending into the chamber 34 of the housing means 
33 to engage the end 42 of the switch blade 27 as illus 
trated. 
The housing means 33 of the switch unit 22 has a 

cylindrical stop member 43 disposed intermediate the 
switch blades 26 and 27 to be engaged thereby in a 
manner now to be described. 
The terminal portions 31 and 32 of the switch blades 

26 and 27 are respectively mounted in suitable slot 
means 44' and 45 of the housing means 22 so that the 
left hand portions 46 and 47 of the switchblades 26 and 
27 in FIG. 3 are disposed in cantilevered fashion and 



4,342,886 
5 

respectively have a natural bias toward the stop 43 with 
the bias of the switch blade 27 being greater than the 
bias of the switch blade 26. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

In this manner, when the actuator. 30 is disposed in 
the position illustrated in FIG. 3, the natural bias of the 
switch blade 27 moves the flexible portion 47 thereof 
upwardly against the stop 43 so that the contact portion 
29 thereof makes contact with the contact portion 28 of 
the switch blade. 26 and moves the switch blade 26 
therewith upwardly out of contact with the stop 43 as 
illustrated in FIG. 3. However, when the actuator mem 
ber 30 is moved from the position illustrated in FIG. 3 
to the position illustrated in FIG. 7 in the manner here 
inafter set forth, the arm end 40 of the actuator 30 
moves the flexible portion 47 of the switch blade 27 
downwardly, and the flexible portion 46 of the switch 
blade 26 follows such movement until the flexible por 
tion 46 is against the stop 43 as illustrated in FIG. 7 so 
that further downward movement of the switch blade 
27 moves its contact portion 29 out of contact with the 
contact portion 28. 
The selector means 23 of the device 21 includes a 

control knob shaft 48 carrying a drive plate 49 having 
an outer peripheral portion 50 rotatably mounted in an 
annular chamber 51 of the housing means 52 of the 
device 21 so that rotational movement of the shaft 48 
will be imparted by a drive tang 53 of the drive plate 49 
to a valve member 54 rotatably mounted in the housing 
means .52 and being adapted to interconnect a fuel 
source inlet 55 to the outlet 25 in a manner well known 
in the art. . . 
The outer periphery 50 of the drive plate 49 defines 

the cam surface 41 previously described which has a 
low area 56 as illustrated in FIG.3 and a high area 57 as 
illustrated in FIG. 7 so that when the low area 56 is 
disposed adjacent the end 39 of the actuator 30, the 
natural bias of the switch blade 27 causes the switch 
means 24 to assume the condition illustrated in FIG. 3 
wherein the contact portions 29 and 28 are disposed in 
contact with each other and the switch blade 27 is 
against the stop 43. However, when the high portion 57 
of the drive plate 49 is moved against the end 39 of the 
actuator member 30 in the manner illustrated in FIG. 7, 
the actuator member 30 is cammed in a counterclock 
wise direction in the drawings so that the end 40 thereof 
moves the switch blade 27 downwardly as previously 
described to open the contact portion 29 thereof from 
the contact portion 28 as the downward movement of 
the switch blade 26 is stopped by the stop means 43 as 
illustrated in FIG. 7. 
Thus, it can be seen that by properly shaping the cam 

surface 41 of the drive plate 49, the switch means 24 can 
be opened and closed as certain sections of the cam 
surface 41 are disposed adjacent the end 39 of the actua 
tor 30 to operate the electrical ignition means for the 
burner device 21 as desired. 
As previously stated, it is a feature of this invention to 

provide an improved means for detachably securing the 
switch unit 22 to the burner valve control device 21. 

In particular, the housing means 33 of the switch unit 
22 is provided with a pair of upstanding legs 58 which 
are respectively adapted to be snap-fitted in a pair of 
slot means 59 defined by the housing means 52 of the 
burner valve control device 21. ... 
Each slot means 59 of the burner valve control device 

21 defines a pair of opposed edge means 60 and each leg 
58 of the switch unit 22 is bifurcated to define two 
parallel sections 61 each having a notch 62 facing out 
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6 
wardly so that the notches 62 of the two sections 61 of 
each leg 58 are adapted to respectively snap-fittingly 
receive the adjacent edges 60 of the housing means 52 of 
the device 21 therein when the legs 58 are snap-fitted 
upwardly into the slots 59 in the manner illustrated in 
FIG. 3. 

In this manner, the switch unit 22 is adapted to be 
snap-fitted to the housing 52 of the device 21 so as to be 
carried thereby and can be readily detached therefrom . 
by merely squeezing together the leg sections 61 of each 
leg 58 so that the same can be pulled out of the slot 
means 59 in a simple manner. 

In order to properly locate, the switch unit 22 to the 
device 21 when the same is being snap-fitted thereto, the 
housing means 52 of the device 21 can be provided with 
locating recess means 63 adapted to receive a locating 
abutment 64 of the switch unit 22 therein in the manner 
illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4 when the legs 58 of the 
switch unit 22 are snap-fitted in the slots 59 in the man 
ner previously set forth. . . 
As previously stated, another feature of this invention 

is to provide an improved switchblade for an electrical 
switch construction. 

Therefore, it can be seen that the switchblades 26 and 
27 for the electrical switch units 22 of this invention are 
adapted to each be uniquely formed from a one-piece 
member to define not only the resilient portions 46 and 
47 thereof, but also the rigid terminal portions 44 and 45 
thereof, 

In particular, reference is made to FIGS. 8 and 9 
wherein in the switch blade 26 is shown in enlarged 
form and comprises a one-piece metallic member of 
considerable length looped and folded upon its self to 
define stacked layers 65, 66, 67 and 68 respectively 
defined by a plurality of folds 69, 70 and 71 so that the 
layers 65-68 define the rigid terminal portion 44 
thereof. 
The stacked layers 65-68 of the switch blade 26 can 

be secured together in any suitable manner. For exam 
ple, the stacked layers 65-68 can be riveted together by 
suitable rivets (not shown) being inserted in suitable 
openings 26' formed through the stacked layers 65-68. 
As illustrated in FIG. 8, the stacked layers 65-68 are 

adapted to be provided with a plurality of outwardly 
directed tangs 72, 73, 74 and 75 to provide suitable 
corners for positively locating and securing the switch 
blade 26 in the housing means 22 in a manner well 
known in the art, the layer 65 of the one-piece switch 
blade member extending beyond the tangs 73 and 74 
and tapering substantially from the medial portions 76 
and 77 thereof to define the flexible portion 46 of the 
switch blade 26. 
The contact portion 28 of the switch blade 26 is de 

fined by arcuately bending the free end 78 thereof as 
illustrated in FIG. 9. 
As illustrated in FIGS. 10 and 11, the other switch 

blade 27 is also formed from an elongated one-piece 
member folded upon itself to define a plurality of layers 
79, 80, 81 and 82 defined by folded parts 83, 84 and 85 
so that the layers 79-82 define the rigid terminal portion 
45 of the blade 26 while the layer 82 extends beyond the 
rigid portion 45 to define the flexible portion 47 thereof 
having the loop 42 defined at the end 86 thereof, the 
stacked layers 79-82 being adapted to be secured to 
gether by suitable rivets (not shown) passing through 
the openings 27" in the stacked layers 79-82 if desired. 
The terminal portion 45 of the blade 27 also has a 

plurality of outwardly directed tangs 87, 88,89 and 90 
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for positively locating and securing the switchblade 27 
in the housing means 22, the layer 82 tapering from the 
medial portions 91 and 92 of the tangs 88 and 89 to 
define the flexible portion 47 thereof as illustrated, 
The contact portion 29 of the switch blade 27 is de 

fined by an embossed flattened substantially rectangular 
portion 93 thereof as illustrated in FIGS. 11, 12 and 13. 

In this manner, the flattened embossed portion 93 of 
the switch blade 27 provides a wiping surface against 
which the curved contact portion 28 of the switchblade 
26 will engage so that as the switchblades 27 and 26 are 
moved relative to each other, a sliding wiping action 
takes place between the curved contact portion 28 of 
the blades 26 and the flattened embossed portion 93 of 
the switch blade 27 in order to break any welds that 
may exist therebetween. 
While the switch blades 26 and 27 have each been 

illustrated as being formed from an elongated length 
thereof folded upon itself in a longitudinal direction to 
define the rigid terminal portion 44 or 45 thereof, it is to 
be understood that the switch blade 26 or 27 could be 
formed by having a one-piece member folded laterally 
from one or both sides thereof to define a stacked layer 
thereof rather than from the end thereof in order to 
form the rigid terminal portion thereof if desired. 
From the above, it can be seen that the combination 

of the control device 21 and switch unit 22 of this inven 
tion can be formed by the methods of this invention to 
operate in a manner now to be described. 

After the switch unit 22 has been snap-fitted to the 
burner valve control device 21 by having the bifurcated 
legs 58 thereof snap-fitted through the slots 59 so that 
the locating means 64 of the housing means 33 of the 
switch unit 22 is disposed in the recess means 63 of the 
device 21, it can be seen that the arm 38 has its end 39 
disposed against the cam surface 41 of the drive plate 49 
while its other end 40 is disposed against the looped end 
42 of the switch blade 27. 
As long as a low portion 56 of the cam surface 41 is 

disposed against the end 39 of the arm 38 of the actuator 
member 30, the natural bias of the flexible portion 47 of 
the switch blade 27 overcomes the natural bias of the 
flexible portion 46 of the switchblade 26 to move the 
switch blade 26 upwardly therewith until the switch 
blade 27 is disposed against the stop 43 and the end 42 is 
disposed against the end 40 of the actuator 30. In this 
manner, the contact portions 28 and 29 of the switch 
blades 26 and 27 are disposed in contact with each other 
so that the electrical ignition system for the burner 
associated with the device 21 is rendered operative 
through the closed switch means 22. 
However, when the operator rotates the selector 

shaft 48 of selector means 23 to another position thereof 
wherein a high side 57 of the cam surface 41 bears 
against the end 39 of the bell-crank-like member 30, the 
bell-crank-like member 30 is moved in a counterclock 
wise direction as illustrated in FIG. 7 to move the 
switchblade 27 out of contact with the contact portion 
28 of the switchblade 26 as the switchblade 26 engages 
against the stop 43 to prevent further movement down 
wardly with the switch blade 27 so that the switch 
means 24 is disposed in the open position illustrated in 
FIG.7 as long as the selector means 23 for the device 21 
is disposed in a position that presents a high side 57 of 
the cam surface 41 to the actuator 30. 

Therefore, it can be seen that the combination of the 
control device 20 and the electrical switch unit 22 of 
this invention is operated by the uniquely arranged 
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bell-crank-like member 30 that is pivotally carried by 
the switch unit 22. Also, it can be seen that the switch 
blades 26 and 27 are uniquely arranged within the 
switch unit 22 to have the looped end 42 of the outboard 
blade 27 acted upon by the actuator 30 even though the 
actuator 30 is disposed outboard of the intermediate 
switch blade 26. 
While the switch unit 22 has been illustrated and 

described as having bifurcated legs 58, it is to be under 
stood that the switch unit 22 could have other means for 
providing the snap-fit arrangement with the device 21. 
For example, reference is made to FIG. 14 wherein 

another combination of this invention is generally indi 
cated by the reference numeral 20A and parts thereof 
similar to the combination previously described are 
indicated by like reference numerals followed by the 
reference letter 'A'. 
As illustrated in FIG. 14, the switch unit 22A has a 

pair of legs 58A extending upwardly therefrom and 
each has a notch 60A adapted to snap-fit over a ledge 94 
of the housing means 52A of the device 21A to snap-fit 
the unit 22A to the device 21A. 

Also, while the actuator 30 of this invention has been 
described as having a fixed distance between the op 
posed ends 39 and 40 thereof, it is to be understood that 
the bell-crank-like member 30 of this invention can be 
made adjustable to provide for variations in the assem 
bly of the units 22 to the devices 21. 
For example, reference is made to FIG. 15 wherein 

another switch unit of this invention is generally indi 
cated by the reference numeral 22B and parts thereof 
similar to the switch unit 22 previously described are 
indicated by like reference numerals followed by the 
reference letter “B”. 
As illustrated in FIG. 15, the only difference between 

the switch unit 22B and the switch unit 22 previously 
described is the actuator member 30B which is provided 
with a slot 95 between the opposed ends 39B and 40B 
thereof. The natural resiliency of the member 30B is to 
hold the opposed sides 96 and 97 of the slot 95 closely 
adjacent to each other so that the distance between the 
ends 39B and 40B will be at a minimum. However, the 
side 96 of slot 95 is provided with a plurality of teeth 98 
in rack-like form which are adapted to cooperate with 
teeth 99 on a rotatable pinion 100 disposed in the slot 95, 
the side 97 of the slot 95 being smooth and converging 
toward the side 96 as the sides 96 and 97 approach the 
open end of the slot 95. 

In this manner, a person can insert a screwdriver or 
the like in a slot 101 of the pinion 100 and rotate the 
same within the slot 95 so that rotation of the pinion 100 
causes the pinion 100 to either climb upwardly along 
the teeth 98 or downwardly depending upon the rota 
tion of the pinion 100. 
Thus, as the pinion 100 is rotated in a counterclock 

wise direction in FIG. 15, the pinion 100 will move 
upwardly along the track 98 and by engaging against 
the smooth surface 97 of the slot 95 will cause the slot 
95 to widen and thereby position the ends 39B and 40B 
further apart the more the pinion 100 is driven up 
wardly in the slot 95. Conversely, as the pinion 100 is 
rotated in a clockwise direction in FIG. 15, the pinion 
100 will move downwardly in the slot 95 and thereby 
permit the opposed ends 39B and 40B to move closer to 
each other. 

Accordingly, it can be seen that by providing the 
adjustable bell-crank-like member 30B, adjustment can 
be made between selector means of the device 21 and 
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the switch means 24B in the switch unit 22B to compen 
sate for any manufacturing differences therebetween so 
that the actuator 30B will properly operate the switch 
means 24B when the selector means has the particular 
cam surface thereof against the end 39B of the actuator 
30B, 
From the above, it can be seen that this invention not 

only provides an improved combination of a burner 
valve control device and an electrical switch therefor, 
but also this invention provides an improved electrical 
switch unit and parts therefor. In addition, this inven 
tion provides a method of making such an improved 
combination as well as methods of making an electrical 
switch construction and parts therefor. 
While the forms and methods of this invention now 

preferred have been illustrated and described as re 
quired by the Patent Statute, it is to be understood that 
other forms and method steps can be utilized and still 
fall within the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a combination of a burner valve control device 

and an electrical switch unit carried by said device and 
being operated by movable actuator means controlled 
by the selector means of said device, said selector means 
comprising a control shaft rotatable about an axis 
thereof, the improvement wherein said switch unit has 
snap-fit means snap-fitted to said device when the entire 
said switch unit is moved in a direction substantially 
transverse to said axis of said control shaft to detachably 
secure said switch unit to said device. 

2. A combination as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
snap-fit means of said switch unit comprises a plurality 
of legs extending therefrom in a direction substantially 
transverse to said axis of said control shaft and each 
being snap-fitted to said device. 

3. A combination as set forth in claim 2 wherein said 
device has a plurality of slot means respectively receiv 
ing said legs in a snap-fit relation therewith. 

4. In a combination of a burner valve control device 
and an electrical switch unit carried by said device and 
being operated by movable actuator means controlled 
by the selector means of said device, said selector means 
comprising a control shaft rotatable about an axis 
thereof, the improvement wherein said switch unit has 
snap-fit means snap-fitted to said device when the entire 
said switch unit is moved in a direction substantially 
transverse to said axis of said control shaft to detachable 
secure said switch unit to said device, said snap-fit 
means of said switch unit comprising a plurality of legs 
extending therefrom in a direction substantially trans 
verse to said axis of said control shaft and each being 
snap-fitted to said device, said device having a plurality 
of slot means respectively receiving said legs in a snap 
fit relation therewith, each slot means defining a pair of 
opposed edge means of said device, each leg being bi 
furcated to define two side-by-side sections respectively 
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10 
snap-fitted to said pair of opposed edge means of its 
respective slot means. 

5. A combination as set forth in claim 2 wherein said 
device has locating recess means therein, said switch 
unit having locating means disposed in said locating 
recess means of said device, said locating means being 
separate from said plurality of legs. 

6. In a method of making a combination of a burner 
valve control device and an electrical switch unit car 
ried by said device and being operated by movable 
actuator means controlled by the selector means of said 
device, said selector means comprising a control shaft 
rotatable about an axis thereof, the improvement com 
prising the steps of forming said switch unit with snap 
fit means, and snap-fitting said snap-fit means to said 
device by moving the entire said switch unit in a direc 
tion substantially transverse to said axis of said control 
shaft to detachably secure said switch unit to said de 
V1Ce. 

7. A method as set forth in claim 6 and including the 
step of forming said snap-fit means of said switch unit to 
comprise a plurality of legs extending therefrom in a 
direction substantially transverse to said axis of said 
control shaft and each being adapted to be snap-fitted to 
said device. 

8. A method as set forth in claim 7 and including the 
step of forming said device with a plurality of slot 
means respectively adapted to receive said legs in a 
snap-fit relation therewith. 

9. In a method of making a combination of a burner 
valve control device and an electrical switch unit car 
ried by said device and being operated by movable 
actuator means controlled by the selector means of said 
device, said selector means comprising a control shaft 
rotatable about an axis thereof, the improvement com 
prising the steps of forming said switch unit with snap 
fit means, snap-fitting said snap-fit means to said device 
by moving the entire said switch unit in a direction 
substantially transverse to said axis of said control shaft 
to detachably secure said switch unit to said device, 
forming said snap-fit means of said switch unit to com 
prise a plurality of legs extending therefrom in a direc 
tion substantially transverse to said axis of said control 
shaft and each being adapted to be snap-fitted to said 
device, forming said device with a plurality of slot 
means respectively adapted to receive said legs in a 
snap-fit relation therewith, forming each slot means to 
define a pair of opposed edge means of said device, and 
forming each leg to be bifurcated and thereby define 
two side-by-side sections respectively adapted to be 
snap-fitted to said pair of opposed edge means of its 
respective slot means. 

10. A method as set forth in claim 7 and including the 
steps of forming said device to have locating recess 
means therein, forming said switch unit to have locating 
means separate from said plurality of legs, and disposing 
said locating means of said switch unit in said locating 
recess means of said device. 
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