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[57] ABSTRACT

To provide means for attaching a line to a float or the
like, a float tow line guide is provided which includes
a forward portion or reel for storage of a line and a
rearward portion or handle for guiding the line to a
centrally located line passage means. This allows vary-
ing the length of line to be stored by the handle while
at the same time providing a centrally located line dis-
charge means to prevent twisting of the handle during
use.

4 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures
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1
FLOAT TOW LINE GUIDE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

There are many example of the desirability of having
a handle for attachment to a line and which is attached
to another object. An example of this is a scuba diver
who wishes to remain in contact with a float or the like.
A simple example of such a device is the freely spinning
common reel which is ordinarily held with one or two
hands and from which a line emanates and is attached
to a float or the like. Another example is the simple
spool upon which the line is wound and which the
scuba diver grasps in order to wind or unwind the spool
to the float. However, in these examples, the construc-
tion is either rather complicated or twisting of the han-
dle results. This invention obviates the above disadvan-
tages. Also, this structure is planar and is an integral
one-piece construction.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention may be summarized as a float tow line
quide attachment by a line to a float, which guide in-
cludes a forward portion or reel having means to store
the line and a rearward portion or handle having means
to feed a line to a centrally located passageway. The
passageway is substantially at the intersection of the
reel and handle portions and comprises a slot, the sides
facing toward the reel and handle portions. The slot has
an opening facing the handle portion to allow passage
of the line to the float or the like with means on the reel
portion to feed the line including line storage means
converging toward the slot. The device lies in a sub-
stantially single plane.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows the guide as one example of the use,

FIG. 2 is a side view of a guide, according to this in-
vention, with a line, !

FIG. 3 is a view taken along the lines III—III of FIG.
2, and

FIG. 4 is a view taken along the lines IV—IV of FIG.
2.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring to FIG. 1, a body of water shown generally
at 2 with a float such as a raft or the like is shown at 4
floating on the surface of the body of water. Attached
to float 4 is a line 6 which extends down to guide 8
which forms the subject matter of this invention. A
scuba diver 10 or the like is shown holding handle 14
of guide 8 so as to be able to return to or locate float
4 when desired,

Guide 8 is shown more clearly in FIG. 2. Guide 8 in-
cludes a forward portion or reel 12 and a rearward por-
tion or handle 14. Forward portion 12 includes reel
members 16 and side walls 18 and 20. This is to hold
line 6 in a storage position. Line 6 passes around mem-
bers 16 so as to be stored for use when needed. Line 6
passes around storage members 16 thence, to converg-
ing members 24 and 26 of rearward portion or handle
14, through the central opening 34 thence into slot 28
which has an opening 30 in the integral transverse body
22. By having converging members 24 and 26 of rear-
ward portion or handle 14, line 6 is at all times fed to-
ward the integral transverse body 22 to which the han-
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dle portion and the forward portion are connected on
opposite sides thereto. The provision of the slot 28 and
opening 30 allows line 6 to at all times pass through
substantially the center of guide 8 so as to prevent
twisting of the handle when grasped by the scuba diver
or the like. Note that the guide is of integral construc-
tion and that its various parts lie in substantially a single
plane.

Adjustment of the length of line 6 is accomplished by
releasing line 6 from slot 28 and opening 30 and central
opening 34. To feed out line, the line is simply un-
wound from the reel. To haul in the line, the line is
merely slipped around portions 16 and stored on the
reel.

As seen in FIG. 2, the middle portion of guide 8 has
a curved body or transverse member 22 interconnect-
ing the forward reel portion and. the rearward handle
portions. This construction provides a strong structural
body suitable for forming of the slot 28 therein and for
the integral planar construction which allows the guide
to function without twisting motion. There are no mov-
ing parts and hence the present arrangement for a com-
bination reel, guide and handle results in a reliable sim-
plified construction.

Preferably, the guide is molded of plastic although
other materials can be used.

I claim:

1. An integral float tow line guide, reel and handle
device comprising:

a forward reel portion having means for storage of a

line,

a rearward handle portion for grasping said device,
and guide means formed therebetween to guide a
line passed therethrough,

wherein said guide means is formed in an integral
transverse body formed substantially between said
forward and rearward portions, and

wherein said guide means comprises a centrally lo-
cated transverse slot opening toward said rearward
portion for reception of a line to be guided thereby.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein said
rearward handle portion has central opening means
and means to receive said line and to pass said line
through the central opening of said rearward handle
portion. .

3. The device according to claim 2, wherein said
means to receive said line includes a converging line
receiving means, said converging line receiving means
converging toward said slot whereby to hold said line
near said integral transverse body.

4. A handle for attachment by a line to a float or the
like which comprises:

a forward portion having means to store a line,

a rearward portion having means to feed said line to

a centrally located passageway, said passageway
being substantially at the interesection of said for-
ward and rearward portions and comprising a slot
with sides facing said forward and rearward por-
tions, said slot having an opening facing said rear-
ward portion to allow passage of said line to said
float or the like, said means on said rearward por-
tion to feed said line including line storage means

converging toward said slot.
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