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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, WirLiam C. MAYNARD,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Canton, county of Stark, State of Ohio,
have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Tops, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, making
part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
tops, and more particularly to that class of
tops known as ““spring-tops;” and it consists
in providing means whereby the top is rotated
or spun and ejected from the holder.

With these objects in view my invention
relates to certain features of construction and
combination of parts, as will be heremafter
desecribed and claimed.

Figure 1 is a perspective of the top. Flg. 2
is a plan view of the top side of the holder.
Fig. 3 is a similar view of the bottom side
of the holder. Fig. 4 is a vertical section.
Ifig. 5-is a side view of the holder and a por-
tion of the top mechanism for holding the
driving-spring from recoiling. Fig. 6 is a

plan view of the upper side of the top, show-.

ing the driving-pin and the locking-pin; and
Fig. 7 is a side view of the top-actuating
spring.

A denotes the body of a top having a trun-
cated lower portion B, a vertical 51de portion
C, and horizontal upper portion D, in which
are provided a driving-post E and a retaining-
post K, and central to the body A is provided
a vertical central spindle G. In the lower
point of the top is provided a Spinninw-
point H.

In the holder portion J is provided a cen-
tral aperture K, in which is placed a coiled-
wire spring L, having its upper end a turned
out to one side and secured to the handle, as
shown at b. At the lower end of the spring
is provided, by bending to one side a portion
thereof, an arm d, having at its right-end por-
tion a hook or recessed portion f, adapted to
engage the driving-post E to rotate -or spin
the top, as will be hereinafter explained.

On the under side of the hand-piece or

holder are provided catches M, whereby the
spring is held in restraint until liberated by
pressing the finger on the upper end of the

shaft G, by which movement the top will be

pressed down, carrying with it the post F past
the catch M, at which instant the energy of
the spring will be exerted to rotate and eject
thetop from the holder. The springisformed
substantially as shown in Fig. 7, having out-
wardly-projected arms ¢« and d, baving a
closely-wound body, forming a smooth inte-
rior wall or surface to receive the spindle of
the top and in which it may be rapidly ro-
tated and ejected therefrom by the spring.

In operation the spindle G is placed in the
spring L in the holder J, the arm d of the
springresting against the post E. The holder
is then turned about the spindle to wind the
spring. When sufficiently wound, the catch
M is allowed to rest against the post F to hold
the spring in wound relation to the top. To
spin the top, the holder is grasped by the
thumb and second finger, the index-finger
resting on the end of the spindle, which is
now pressed down to carry the post F below
the catech M, which will release the top from
fixed engagement with the holder, at which
instant the energy of the spring will be ex-
erted to rotate and discharge the top from the
holder. i

In one side of the top is provided a small
recess N, in which is secured a small lead
shot, the operation of which is to cause the
top when it stops spinning to always present
the same side up. When it is not so desired
to use the top, the shot may be removed.
The shot should be of such diminutive size
as not to materially affect the running of the
top.

Having thus fully described the nature and
object of my invention, what I claim is—

1. In a top,andin combination, the spring,
L, the holder, J, the described spring secured
thereto, the catch M, secured to the holder,
and the top having the spindle G, a horizon-
tal face D, in which is secured a driving-post
E,and a locking-post F, vertical side portion
C, a truncated portion B, the recess N, and
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load, substantially as described and for the
purpose set forth.

2. In a top,and in combination, a holder J,
a coiled spring having arms as ¢ and d, the
formersecured to the holder, the latter adapt-
ed to engage a post as E, secured to the top,
whereby the top may be spun by the energy
of the spring, exerted on the post, substan-

tially as described, and for the purpose de-
seribed. 10
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 28th day of March, A. D. 1896.
WILLIAM C. MAYNARD.
‘Witnesses:
W. K. MILLER,
Burr A. MILLER.




