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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A bucket with at least one inclined flat side wall that 

forms an obtuse angle with the base wall of said bucket 
said wall having indentations that engage a paint or ad 
hesive roller, said bucket further having a stabilizing or 
bracing means at or near said base, and means to rigidly 
fasten said stabilizing means below said flat side wall. 

This is a continuation of application Ser. No. 651,232, 
filed July 5, 1967. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
In the building and related industries it has been 

faster, more efficient, and less expensive to apply certain 
paints, adhesives, and similar materials with a conven 
tional roller rather than using a brush or a spray device. 
Numerous roller buckets and pans have been used with 
paint and other rollers in the industry. Therefore there 
has developed a considerable need for a combination roller 
bucket-pan. 

In the prior art straight or substantially vertical wall 
buckets with raised ribs have been used in lieu of roller 
pans. These buckets are not very effective nor efficient. 
The applicant's invention solves the problems of the 

prior art use of straight wall bucket and pans while pro 
viding stability and lack of tendency to tip over when en 
gaged by a roller device. Applicant's invention here repre 
sents an improvement over the vertical wall roller bucket 
shown in U.S. Pat. 2,988,767, because in the instant in 
stant invention the roller being rolled against an inclined 
flat wall can distribute and/or remove more paint or 
other material from a roller while being more stable and 
less inclined to tip over during application of the roller 
to the ribbed flat side wall. 

This invention relates to containers, particularly 
receptacles or buckets adapted for use with paint rollers or 
rollers for applying adhesives such as tile mastic. 
One object of this invention is to provide an improved 

receptacle or bucket that is operable with a roller so as 
to remove part of and/or to distribute a liquid or emulsion 
carried by the roller while being stable against tipping 
during use with the roller. - 
An additional object of this invention is to provide an 

improved receptacle or bucket that is inexpensive to manu 
facture and yet more convenient than those in the prior 
art for removing a liquid or emulsion from a roller with 
out waste of paint. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide a 

receptacle or bucket that may be readily stacked to a 
significant number, in a nested relationship, while being 
provided with a means at the base for stabilizing and pre 
venting tipping of the receptacle, particularly when in use. 
The invention will be more completely illustrated by 

reference to the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of this 

invention. 
FIG. 2 is a side section taken along line 2-2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a section taken along line 3-3 of the base 

wall and stabilizing member shown in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a plan view of the bottom of the receptacle, 
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2 
illustrated in FIG. 1 equipped with a retractible stabilizing 
leanS. 

FIG. 5 illustrates a plan view of the bottom of a 
receptacle illustrating an additional embodiment of the 
stabilizing means of this invention. 

FIG. 6 is a side view of one embodiment of this in 
vention and illustrates one foldable stabilizing means of 
this invention. 

FIG. 7 is a section taken along line 7-7 in FIG. 6 
showing the flat ribbed wall of the receptacle or bucket 
and the stabilizing means. 

FIG. 8 is a side view of one embodiment of this in 
vention, with another stabilizing means. 

FIG. 9 is a top view of the receptacle shown in FIG. 8. 
Referring to the drawings in more detail, in FIG. 1 

the receptacle or bucket or container has a generally 
curved side wall 1 with a base 2 and an upper rim 3. One 
side wall 4 of the receptacle is generally flat and joined 
to the base wall or bottom of the receptacle at an obtuse 
angle so as to be inclined outwardly from the base. 
A receptacle or bucket of this invention has a height di 
mension that is greater than either its width or breadth as 
is customary in a bucket, as distinguished from a pan. 
This feature is clearly illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2 of the 
drawings above. It should be understood that the height 
of the bucket of this invention as compared with the width, 
breadth or diameter is not different than that of other 
buckets as those skilled in the art define as "buckets' but 
pans, trays and similar containers are to be excluded. The 
height, in such case, may be essentially equal to or 
greater than the diameter, breath or width. In most in 
stances the height will be not substantially less than either 
the width, breadth or diameter. This generally flat, in 
clined side wall 4, with suitably spaced ribs is joined to 
rim 3 at its upper edge at points 5 and 6. This generally 
flat side wall 4 is equipped with ribs 7 that are indentations 
or raised surfaces across the interior of the side wall. It 
is readily seen that since this flat side wall is inclined with 
regard to the horizontal, a paint roller or adhesive roller 
may be rubbed and rolled across the ribs or indentations 
on the interior of the flat wall so as to remove and/or 
distribute the liquid or emulsion evenly on the roller. 
The receptacle or bucket is also equipped with a stabiliz 

ing means at or near the base, which in FIG. 1 is a plate 8 
with a lip 9 that engages the floor or other surface on which 
the receptacle rests. In FIG. 1 the stabilizing member 8 
readily gives stability and braces the receptacle against 
tipping when the roller is pressed down against the ribs 
or indentations 7 on side wall 4. 

In FIG. 2, a section taken along line 2-2 in FIG. 1 
the angle 8 will usually vary between 105 and 165 degrees. 
It can be readily observed that when the angle 0 is in 
the range of 120 to 145 degrees, which is the most pre 
ferred range, the stabilizing or bracing means 8 with lip 
9 serves to prevent tipping of the receptacle. 
The base rim and flange 11 of the receptacle or bucket 

may extend around the entire periphery of the receptacle 
as shown in FIG. 4. In FIG. 3, the section taken along 
line 3-3 in FIG. 2 illustrates the stabilizing means as an 
extensible, retractible plate 8 is slidably held in a pair of 
L-shaped channels 12 that may be affixed to the exterior of 
base member 10. If desired, the plate 8 with a lip 9 may 
be rigidly affixed in an extended position to the base of 
the container. 

In FIG. 4, a plan view of the bottom of the receptacle 
or bucket, a pair of slotted tubes 13 may be affixed to the 
base or bottom wall of the receptacle 10, at the exterior 
thereof by means of rivets, welding, brazing, or equivalent 
eaS. 

Each tubular member 13 comprising the housing for 
a wire or a similar extensible member 15 that acts as a 
bracing or stabilizing means and may be slipped at its 
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inner ends 16 through a longitudinal substantially horizon 
tal slot in the wall of the tubular member 13 so that each 
end of the wire or brace 15 may be slidable back and forth 
within the tubular member 13. When it is desired to stack, 
nest, or store the receptacle or container, the tubular mem 
bers 13 with the rounded or bent ends 16 protruding 
through the said slot may be slidably engaged in tubular 
members 13 when the container of this invention is not 

Se 
FIG. 5 illustrates another stabilizing member useful in 

this invention. A tubular sleeve-like member 17 may be 
connected to the wall of the container by rivets, welding, 
or otherwise. A rod 18 is extendable, slidably engaged 
within the tubular member 17 and rigidly affixed to a 
cross bar 19 so that the rod 19 may be, by means of rod 
18, be moved back against the base or recessed within the 
base of the container when not in use or when it is de 
sired to stack a number of the containers together. In the 
use of this stabilizing means, the cross bar rod 19 may be 
pulled out with the tubular member 18 still partially en 
gaged within tubular housing member 17 thereby lending 
rigidity to the container, 

FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate a flat, foldable stabilizing mem 
ber 20 that may be maintained in a substantially hori 
zontal stabilizing position. In FIG. 6 a flange 21 extends 
around the periphery of the arcuate section of the recep 
tacle at the base of the receptacle. The flat, foldable sta 
bilizing member that may be a pivotable plate 20 is Se 
cured by a pivotal connecting member on each side of the 
plate 22, having an aperture therein, in stabilizing position 
by using nuts, bolts, and equivalent fastening devices to 
secure plate 20 to flange 21, for example by a bolt or 
rivet 23 on one side and a bolt and wing nut or the like 
on the other side. When the receptacle is in use, plate 20 
is lowered to the horizontal position. So as to contact the 
floor, shelf, ladder scaffold or other surface upon which 
the receptacle is rested and the wing nut 24 and/or the 
bolt and nut 23 may be tightened so as to form a rigid 
stabilizing member, generally parallel to the base Wall 10 
of the container. The wing nut 24 should be located on the 
inner wall of flange 21 to allow stacking. When it is de 
sired to stack, nest, or store the containers the flat plate 
20 may be folded against the exterior surface of Wall 4 
by loosening the wing nut 24 or the nut and bolt 23 as 
desired. It can be readily seen that the nut portion of the 
wing nut and bolt 24 should be located on the exterior 
wall of flange 21 to facilitate stacking. The wing nut, when 
located on the exterior of flange 21 it will Serve as Some 
impediment to nesting or stacking. 

FIGS. 8 and 9 illustrates another stabilizing device that 
is operative in combination with a receptacle in this in 
vention. A rigid wire 25, best shown in FIG. 9, may be 
attached to flange 21 by a wing nut 24 and a bolt or other 
equivalent fastening means 23 through a loop in each end 
of the wire. This rigid wire may be pivoted about the 
bottom of the receptacle when not in use. 

However, it is apparent that any bracing or stabilizing 
means can be used that extends from the base of the re 
ceptacle, beneath the flat wall and can be rigid in that 
position. This stabilizing or bracing means should be 
when in its extended position, beneath the flat Wall with 
its indented ribs against which the roller is engaged and 
should generally be parallel to the base wall or bottom 
of the container. It is also preferable and a particular 
feature of this invention that the stabilizing member be 
retractable, or foldable so as to generally follow the ex 
terior contour of the receptacle or to actually be recessed 
within the walls, particularly beneath or within the bottom 
wall of the receptacle so as to facilitate Stacking. 
The foregoing description is intended as merely illus 

trative of the invention and should not be considered to be 
limited other than by the appended claims. All equivalent 
configurations and embodiments that will be readily ap 
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4. 
parent to those having ordinary skill in the art are also 
intended to be included within the scope of the claims. 
We claim: 
1. A bucket having a height dimension not substantially 

less than either its width or breadth and suitable for re 
taining a liquid comprising a base wall joined at its periph 
ery by a side wall to form a liquid tight container wherein 
at least a portion of said side wall is generally flat, said 
side wall portion having a plurality of ribs forming raised 
surfaces on the interior surface of said wall, and said 
generally flat portion being joined to said base Wall at an 
obtuse angle so as to extend from the base at an incline 
and an extensible stabilizing means connected to the base 
of said container generally below said flat wall portion of 
said container and means to rigidly fasten the stabilizing 
means below the flat side wall portion. 

2. The bucket of claim 1 wherein a substantially vertical 
flange extends around a substantial portion of the periph 
ery of the base wall of the container, the lower edge of 
which forms the support for the container. 

3. The bucket of claim 2 wherein the bracing means is 
pivotally attached to the flange member. 

4. A bucket having a height dimension not Substantially 
less than either its width or breadth dimensions and suit 
able for retaining a liquid comprising a base wall joined 
at its periphery by at least one side wall, to form a liquid 
tight container wherein a portion of one said side wall is 
generally flat, said side wall portion having spaced, raised 
surfaces on the side of said side wall, and said generally 
flat wall portion being joined to said base Wall at an obtuse 
angle so as to extend out from the base at an incline, 
said flat wall having an outer rim forming an upper edge 
of said bucket, a stabilizing member projecting from the 
base of said container substantially below said inclined 
flat wall, wherein the said stabilizing member extends 
from the base to a point that is substantially below the 
outer rim of said flat wall portion, and means to rigidly 
fasten the stabilizing means below the flat side wall portion. 

5. The bucket of claim 4 wherein the stabilizing means 
is centered below the flat wall portion. 

6. The bucket of claim 4 wherein the stabilizing means 
is of substantial width in comparison to the width of the 
flat side wall portion of said bucket. 

7. The bucket of claim 4 wherein the stabilizing means 
is of a width not less than substantially one-third the 
width of the flat side wall portion of said bucket. 

8. The bucket of claim 4, wherein the stabilizing means 
is centered below the flat wall portion, and the stabilizing 
means is of substantial width in comparison to the width 
of the flat side wall portion of said bucket. 

9. The bucket of claim 8 wherein the stabilizing means 
is of a width not less than substantially one-third the 
width of the flat side wall portion of said bucket. 

10. The bucket of claim 4 wherein the stabilizing mem 
ber extends to a point beyond the outer rim of said flat 
wall portion. 
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