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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE,

JOIIN H. ODENBRETT, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

CORSET.

996,666.

Application filed January 17, 1910,

Specification of Letters Patent,

Patented July 4, 1911,
Serial Wo. 538,467,

2o ull whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jorx H. Opexererr,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Chicago, in the county of Cook, State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Corsets, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to corsets, and it has
for its object to provide certain improve-
ments by which the front corset steels may
be held rigidly together so they will not fold
relatively to each other when hooked to-
gether. I accomplish this object as illus-
trated in the drawings and as hereinafter
described.

That which I believe to be new is set forth
in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings,—Figure
1 is a perspective view; Fig. 2 is an enlarged
detail, showing the front steels of the corset
in elevation, a part of the fabric being
broken away; Fig. 8 is a cross-section on
line 3—3 of Fig. 2; Figs. 4 and 5 are per-
spective views of the preferred form of in-
terlocking device for preventing the steels
from folding relatively to each other; Fig.
6 is an edge view of one of the steels, show-
ing the socket-member in place; Fig. 7 is a
perspective view, showing a modification;
and Ifig. 8 is also a perspective view, show-
ing another modification.

Referring to the drawings,—9—10 indi-
cate the front steels of the corset, which are
of the usual type and are adapted to be
secured together by the usual fasteners com-
posed of eyes 11 and pins 12 secured to the
two steels 9—10, respectively. It is ap-
parent that where the steels are secured to-

gether by the usual fastening devices the

steels are not held rigidly against rocking
movement relatively to each other, and this
not only makes the corset uncomfortable but
is apt to cause it to become unhooked. In
order to hold the steels rigidly together
when they are hooked, in addition to the
useful fasteners, or in lieu of some of them, I
employ connections comprising a tongue
member 13 which is adapted to be secured
to one of the steels and a socket-member 14
which is adapted to be secured to the other
steel in position to receive the tongue 18
when the steels are hooked together. In
practice these connections are placed be-
tween the upper and lower pairs of the usual
fasteners, and if desired a third connection

may be provided at the longitudinal centers
of the steels. The member 13 is preferably
composed of a flat piece of steel provided
with holes 15 at its inner ends for riveting
it to the steel and with a notch 16 in its
outer end for a purpose to be hereinafter de-
scribed. The socket-member 14 is composed
of a strip of steel, the intermediate portion
of which is pressed up so that lugs 17 are
provided at itsends for securing the member
to the steel, the intermediate portion being
thus held up away from the steel to provide
a recess or socket 18 under it to receive the
tongue-member 13, as best shown in Fig. 6.
The outer face of the socket-member is pro-
vided with three upwardly-projecting lugs
19—20-—21, as best shown in Fig. 5, the lug
20 being placed centrally of the interme-
diate portion of said member so that it
alines with the notch 16 of the tongue-mem-
ber when the latter is being fitted into or
withdrawn from the socket 18. The pur-
pose of providing the lugs 19—20—91 1s to
hold the edge of the fabric 22 properly in
position and prevent it from extending down
over the recess 18 and thereby interfering
with the insertion of the tongue-member 13
therein. This is best shown in Fig. 8, from
which it will be seen that the sccket-member
14 is fitted in a pocket in the edge of the
fabric which extends above and below the
steel and the socket-member, the steel being
inclosed in the usual way. The upper fold
of the fabric which extends over the socket-
member. abuts against the lugs 19—20—21,
as shown in said figure, and consequently
cannot fold down over the recess 18 and in-
terefer with the insertion of the tongue 183.
The purpose of providing the notch 16 is to
permit of the disengagement of the members
18—14 without separating the steels as far
as would otherwise be necessary in order to
permit the tongue to clear the intermediate
lug 20, as, obviously, when the steels are
separated far enough for the outer end of
the tongue to clear the outer edge of the
socket-member the tongue may be lifted out
of operative position, the lug 20 passing
through the notch 16. By this construction,
when the steels are connected together in
the manner shown in Fig. 2 the usual fasten-
ers serve to prevent their separation, while
the rigid connections prevent their turning
or rocking relatively to each other, so that
the steels 1n effect form a rigid support for
the front of the corset.
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In Fig. 7 I have shown a modification, in
which instead of the socket-member 14
which provides a closed recess for the
tongue 13, T employ a keeper comprising a
plate 22* having a tongue 23 which projects
at one end thereof and is deflected so as to
lie at a short distance from the face of the
corset steel, thereby providing a socket to
receive a tongue 24 carried by the other
steel. It will be apparent that the tongues
23 and 24 when fitted together alsc serve to
hold the steels rigidly together so as to pre-
vent rocking relatively to each other. With
this construction the tongue 24 may project
sligthly beyond the end of the tongue 23
when being moved into or out of engage-
ment therewith. The tongue 23 is not cov-
ered by the fabric but projects over it so as
to leave the end of the tongue exposed.

In Fig. 8 I have shown another modifi-
cation, showing the socket-member which is
employed where it is not desired to cover
the socket-member with the fabric. The
socket-member 25 is similar to the socket-

‘member 14 except that it is not provided

with the lugs 19-—20—21, which are not
necessary where the fabric does not overlie
the socket-member. Where the socket-
member 25 is used, I employ a tongue 26,
which is not provided with a notch 16, as
where the lug 20 is not used there is no ob-
ject in providing the notch 16.

It will be apparent that when the steels
are secured in the manner described they
cannot bend in or out, or move up or down,
relatively to each other, or bend away from
each other, thereby not only making the cor-
set more comfortable but also avolding
squeaking. My improved connections also
serve to hold the ordinary fasteners in en-

. gagement with each other, so that they do

not accidentally become unfastened. With
the present construction it frequently hap-
pens that either the top or bottom clasp be-
comes unfastened.

So far as I am aware, no one has here-

tofore provided means for holding the front
steels of corsets rigidly together so as to

prevent rocking or folding thereof rela-
tively to each other, and my invention,
therefore, is generic in character, and the
claims hereinafter made are to be construed
accordingly.

That which I claim as my invention, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is,—

1. Front steels for corsets provided with
fasteners for securing them together, and
separate means for holding said steels rigid
with reference to each other comprising
tongue and socket members carried by the
steels respectively and adapted to fit rigidly
together when the steels are fastened to-
gether, g

2. Front steels for corsets provided with
fasteners for securing them together, and
means for holding said steels rigid with ref-

erence to each other comprising a plurality of-

tongue-members secured to one of the steels
and projecting beyond the edge thereof and
socket-members connected to the other steel

and providing sockets to receive said tongue—~——0o~

members, said socket-members having a stop
adapted to engage the edge of the fabric of
the corset.

3. A connecting-device for corset steels,
comprising a tongue-member adapted to be
secured to one of the steels, and a socket-
member adapted to be secured to the other
steel and forming thervewith a socket to re-
ceive the tongue-member, said socket-mem-
ber having an intermediately-disposed pro-
jecting lug, and a notch in the tongue-mem-
ber adapted to register with said lug.

4. A connecting - device for corset steels,
comprising a tongue-member adapted to be
secured to one of the steels, and a socket-
member adapted to be sécured to the other
steel and forming therewith a socket to re-
ceive the tongue-member; said socket-mem-
ber having a plurality of upwardly-project-
ing lugs at its outer edge for holding the
tabric of -the corset in position.

JOHN H. CDENBRETT.

Witnesses:

Joun L. Jacrson,
Minwvie A. Hounter

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents.
‘Washington, D. C.”
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