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This invention relates to wear pads and more
particularly to improvements in wear pads for
‘use with the accelerator of a motor vehicle.

Accelerators of motor vehicles are generally
provided with a foot piece or pedal pivotally
mounted on the vehicle floor board, usually
secured to an inclined section of the floor board
with the pivotal support adjacent to a hori-
zontal section of floor board. While most ac-
celerators are usually provided with a covering
or pad of resilient material, such constructions
often fail to provide a support for the heel
of the operator’s foot other than the usual floor
covering or mat on the floor board. Conse-
quently, such floor coverings or mats often be-
come worn through or damaged by the pivotal
action of the operator’s heel resting thereon.
When the floor mat is torn or worn through,
a dangerous condition exists in that the oper-
ator’s heel may become caught in the worn mat,
and the shifting of the foot from the accelerator
to the brake pedal may be delayed and cause
accidents.

It is an object of this invention to provide a
wear pad for foot-operated accelerators which
may be easily attached to such accelerators and
which will provide an inexpensive pad to take
the concentrated wear produced particularly by
the heel of the operator’s foot.

1t is another object of this invention to provide
a resilient wear pad which covers both the
accelerator and the vehicle floor or floor mat
adjacent to the heel end of the accelerator
pedal.

It is a further object of this invention to
provide a novel wear pad which may be applied
over a worn accelerator and worn floor covering
to cover up damaged coverings and mats to
prevent accidents.

It is a still further object of this invention
to provide a one-piece flexible pedal and floor
covering device which may be economically
formed or molded of rubber, or resilient material.

Referring now to the accompanying drawings,
which illustrate a preferred embodiment of our
invention:

Figure 1 is a perspective view, partly cut away,
showing a portion of a conventional floor board
covering and showing a wear pad applied fo
an accelerator pedal. C

Figure 2 is a plan view of a wear pad similar
to that shown in Figure 1, but having a ribbed
or corrugated surface.

Figure 3 is an elevational view of the wear
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pad shown in Figure 2, but with one corner
shown in section along line A—A of Figure 2.

Figure 4 is an end elevational view of the
wear pad shown in Figures 2 and 3.

In Figure 1, a portion of an inclined floor
board or floor mat or covering is indicated by
the numeral #0. The horizontal portion of a
floor board or floor mat is designated by the
numeral 1{. The floor board covering 10 and 1
is usually a one-piece rubber mat and such
coverings form no part of this invention. A
conventional accelerator 12 is provided with a
pivotal support 13 secured to the inclined floor
board 10. The wear pad 14 includes a pedal-
engaging portion 5, a substantially flat heel
portion 16, and a flexible connecting portion
{7 joining the heel portion (6 to the pedal por-
tion 15. The wear pad {4 may be molded from
resilient material, such as rubber, and may
have reinforcing metal inserts embedded in the
rubber if desired, although such inserts are not
usually necessary. As shown in Figure 2, the
shape of the wear pad. {4 may be approximately
oblong in the pedal-engaging portion 15 and
is. preferably circular in the heel portion i1$.
The center of the circular heel portion 6 may
be offset laterally from the longitudinal axis
of the pedal portion 15, or it may be aligned
with the axis of the pedal portion, depending
on the position of the particular accelerator
{2 with which the pad is to be used. The upper
surface of the pad {4 may be provided with a
ribbed non-slip surface, as illustrated, for ex-
ample, in Figures 2 and 3.

The pedal portion 15 of the wear pad may
be provided with depending side flanges 20 hav-
ing inturned shoulders 2§ to engage and grip
the underside of the pedal 2. The shoulders
21 serve to removably secure the pad (4 to
the pedal {2, the natural resilience of the ma-
terial from which the pad is made providing
sufficient grip to prevent the pad from sliding
off or from being kicked off the pedal 12 during
normal use. In place of the shoulders 21, a
continuous shoulder or strap may be substituted
therefor, as an obvious equivalent, for securing
the pad 14 to the pedal 12. Such a strap may
be positioned across the underside of the con-
necting portion 171 of the pad for passing under
the heel end of the pedal 12.

The wear pad 14 may be applied to an ac-
celerator over any conventional covering pro-
vided thereon, or a worn pedal covering may be
removed before the wear pad is applied. The
wear pad flanges 20 are designed to grip the ac-
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celerator and thereby removably secure the pad
i4 in proper position without the use of any
bolts, screws, or other fastening devices. When
properly applied, the heel portion {6 of the wear
pad rests substantially flat upon the surface of
the floor or floor covering If, and completely
covers over any worn or torn places in the floor
or covering. The heel portion 16 provides a pad
for supporting the operator's heel and serves to
prevent the latter from wearing holes in the floor
. covering and from becoming entangled with any
worn places in the floor, coverings or mats. The
flexible connecting portion {1 provides for a con-
tinuous one-piece wear pad from heel support
to accelerator cover without joints or projections
which might delay easy shifting of the operator’s
foot from accelerator to brake or vice versa.
The ample heel portion {6 provides for covering

worn places in existing floor mats, and being po-.

sitioned by the accelerator it provides a heel wear
pad always properly positioned.

Other advantages of our improved wear pad
will be readily apparent from the above deserip-
tion of the embodiment illustrated. Obvious
variations and modifications in the nature and
proportions of the various parts of the wear pad
will be evident to those skilled in the art, and
this invention contemplates any equivalent struc-
ture within the scope of the following claims.

We claim:

1. A wear pad for use in conjunction with a
floor-supported foot pedal, said pad comprising in
combination, a pedal-engaging portion, a de-
pending member only on said pedal-engaging
portion for removably securing said pad to said
pedal, a substantially flat heel portion extend-
ing rearward from said pedal, and a substan-
tially flat flexible connecting portion joining said
heel portion to said pedal-engaging portion, said
pedal-engaging portion, connecting portion, and
heel portion being integral and formed of re-
silient material.

2. A wear pad for attachment to a floor-sup-
ported foot pedal, said pad comprising in com-
bination, a pedal-engaging portion, depending
flanges only on said pedal-engaging portion ex-
tending to the underside of said pedal to remov-
ably secure said pad to said pedal, a substan-
tially flat enlarged heel portion extending rear-

ward from said pedal for support by said fioor, °

and a substantially flat flexible connecting por-
tion joining said heel portion to said pedal-
engaging portion, said wear pad being of resilient
rubber.

3. A wear pad for attachment to a floor-sup-
ported foot accelerator pedal, said pad compris-
ing in combination, a pedal-engaging portion,
means only on said pedal engaging portion de-
fining a recess only on the underside thereof to
receive said pedal and to secure said pad to said
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pedal, a thin substantially flat heel portion ex-
tending rearward from said pedal for support
by said floor, and a flat flexible connecting por-
tion joining said heel portion to said pedal-en-
gaging portion, said pedal-engaging portion, con-
necting portion, and heel portion being of one-
piece flexible material.

4. A wear pad for attachment to an oblong
foot pedal supported adjacent to a floor, said pad
comprising in combination, an oblong. pedal-
engaging portion having gripping means only on
said pedal-engaging portion and engageable with
the underside of said pedal to removably secure
said portion to said foot pedal, a thin substan-
tially flat circular heel portion extending rear-
ward from said pedal for support by said floor,
and a substantially flat flexible connecting por-
tion joining said heel portion to said pedal-
engaging portion, said wear pad being of rubber.

5. A wear pad for attachment to an oblong
foot pedal supported adjacent to a floor, said pad
comprising in combination, an oblong pedal-
engaging portion having depending therealong
only gripping means to removably secure said
portion to said foot pedal, a flat circular heel
portion extending rearward from said pedal for
support by said floor, and a flat connecting por-
tion joining said circular heel portion to said
pedal-engaging portion with the center of said
circular heel portion off-set with respect to the
longitudinal axis of said oblong pedal-engaging
portion, said wear pad being of resilient material.

6. A wear pad for use in conjunction with a
floor supported foot pedal, said pad comprising
in combination, a pedal-engaging portion, means
only on said pedal-engaging portion for remov-
ably securing said pad to said pedal, a sub-
stantially flat flexible heel portion extending
rearward from said pedal, and a substantially
flat flexible connecting portion joining said heel
portion to said pedal-engaging portion, said
pedal-engaging portion, connecting portion and
heel portion being integral and formed of re-
silient material.

CLYDE A. SHOULTS.
GEORGE G. WALKER.
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