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To all whom 6 may concermn:

Beitknown that 1, SAMUEL F. BADGLEY, ¢
citizen of the United States, residing at Louis-
ville, in the county of Jefferson and State of
Kentucky, have invented new and useful Iim-
provements in Photographic Backgrounds, of
which the following is a specification.

Thisinventionrelates to photographic back-
grounds, and has for its object to provide a
background with an improved floor-cloth at-
tachment by means of which varicusdifferent
effects for full-length portraits can be ob-
tained.

It has for its further object to improve the
construction and arrangement of the back-
ground and its ecarrier, whereby the back-
ground may be employed for taking a large
variety of different types or styles of photo-
graphs and whereby the shaded and light and
the scenic effects may be greatly increased
and multiplied without increasing the size of
the painted portion of the backgreund.

To these ends my invention consists in the
features and in the construction, combina-
tion, and arrangement of parts hereinafter
described, and particularly pointed ont in the
claims following the description,reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing a part of this specification, wherein—

Figurel isafrentelevation of myimproved
device. Fig. 2isasideelevation of the same,

and Fig. 3is a diagrammatic view of a portion
of the background-strip.

In earrying my invention into effect I pro-
vide a carrier for the painted background con-
structed as follows:

Referring to the drawings, the numerals 1
indicate two uprights joined together at suit-
able intervals by cross-bars 2 and supported
on feet 3, preferably mounted on casters for
convenience in moving the device. Journaled
in suitable bearings fixed to the opposite sides
of the uprights, at or near the kottom of the
latter, are rollers 4 and 5, and in the upper
endsof the uprightsis journaled alarge guide-
roller 6.

The numeral 7 indicates the painted back-
ground, consisting of a strip of canvas or
fabric of any suitable or preferred material
and of any desired length. The opposite ends
of the strips are wound about and attached

to the vollers 4 and 5, and between said rollers
the strip passes over and is guided by the
guide-roller 6. Thestrip 7is painted or other-
wise coated to represent various different ef-
fects of light and shade and scenic effects, as
hereinafter described, and in order to bring
any portion of the strip into operative posi-
tion Iprovide thefollowing means: TFixed on
one end of each of the rollers 4 5are sprocket-
wheels 8, and journaled in bearings attached
to the carrier-frame above the sprocket-
wheels are two crank-shafts 9, on whichlatter
are fixed sprocket-wheels 10. Chains 11 con-
nect the sprocket-wheels 8 and 10. By turn-
ing either one of thecrank-shafts 9 the strip
7 will be wound off either theroller4 or 5 and

‘onto the other roller to bringthe desired por-

tion of the strip into view. By means of the
sprocket wheels and chains arranged in the
manner shown Tam enabled to place the roll-
ers 4 5 very low on the ecarrier, and conse-
quently elose to the floor.

It will be noted that Thave shown the roller
4 arranged somewhat below the roller 5, and
the object of such arrangement is twofold.
In the first place; by arranging the rollers at
different levels they are enabled to accommnio-
date a greater bulk or roll of the strip than
they would be able to do if arranged side by
side in proximity thereto, and in the second
place the roller 4 is brought close to the floor-
cloth used for taking full-length portraits.

Journaled in the carrier-frame beneath the
roller 4 is a spring-roller 12, construected and
operating in the same manner as the ordinary
and well-known spring curtain-roller. Wound
upon said spring-roller is a floor-cloth 13,
which in practice is painted to produce a va-
riety of contrasting effects corresponding to
or adapted to form a continuation of similar
effects painted on the strip 7 and especially
designed for forming the backgrounds of full-
length portraits. In order to conceal the di-
vision between the floor-cloth and the back-
ground-strip, I attach to thelatter at the bot-
tom or lower edge of each painted section in-
tended for full-length portraits a strip 14, of
flexible fabrie, which is adapted at its lower
free end to fall over and upon the floor-cloth
18. Each strip 14 is painted to harmonize

with the painted section to whieh it is at-
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tached and with a corresponding section of
the floor-cloth, so that when one of the sec-
tions of the background-strip is broughtinto
operative position and a corresponding sec-
tion of the floor-cloth is rolled off from the
spring-roller the strip 14 and the floor-cloth
will form a continuation of the painted back-
ground-strip in such manner that they will
exhibit the appearance in the finished pic-
ture of one unbroken and homogeneous view
or background. By this means also a num-
ber of full-length backgrounds and floor-
cloths of different scenic or shade effects may
be provided in the same device and none of
which will exhibit in the finished picture the
line between the background-strip and the
floor-cloth.

For bust portraits no floor-cloth is neces-
sary, and hence the roller 5 need not be ar-
ranged quite as low or close to the floor as
the roller 4. Tor making bust portraits the
strip 7 is painted or shaded to give side and
top and bottom effects, as shown in Fig. 3,
where 7 indicates the strip provided with a
painted section 15, which is shaded on one
side, and with a painted section 16, shaded
at top or bottom. By arranging the rollers
and background-strip in the manner shown
and described I am enabled to make the two
sections 15 and 16 serve as four different
backgrounds in the following manner: By
operating the carrier to bring the section 15
into view on one side of the frame the back-
ground will present the shaded or graded ef-
feet for side lighting—as, for example, for
left lighting. Then by turning the rollers in
the proper direction the section 15 is carried
up and over onto the other side of the frame
or carrier, when by reversing or turning
around the latter the section 15 willnow pre-
sentthe shaded or graded effect for right light-
ing. So, also, the section 16 may bemanipu-
lated to give different top and bottom effects,
and various other changes that will readily
suggest themselves to those skilled in the art
may be obtained.

Arranged on the ends of the crank-shafts
9 are ratchet-wheels 17, which are engaged
by pawls 18, pivoted to the frame 1. After
one of the crank-shafts has been rotated to
bring the desired background into position
the pawl is thrown into engagement with the
ratchet-wheel on the other crank-shaft and
by continuing the winding operation the strip
is stretched taut.

By means of my invention I am enabled to
provide a large number of backgrounds suit-
able for both full-length and bust portraitsand
of a great variety of shaded and scenic effects,
with a painted background of fewer painted
sections and of less length than has hereto-
fore been possible, enabling the operator to

have a large number and variety of back-
grounds at aless cost and taking up less space
than those heretofore in use.

I have referred herein to the background-
strip as having *‘ painted sections,” but I wish
it to be understood that I include in this term
every known means for producing on the
background the shaded or scenic effects.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is—

1. In a photographic background, the com-
bination with a frame or carrier and rollers
mounted thereon, of a flexible background-
strip wound on said rollers and provided with
a plurality of sections having contrasted
shaded or scenic effects, a floor-cloth con-
nected at one end with the lower portion of
said frame or carrier and having a plurality
of sections corresponding to the sections on
said strip, and a plurality of strips each at-
tached at its upper end to the lower edge of
one of the sections on the background-strip
and arranged to lie at its free edge on said
floor-cloth, substantially as described.

2. In a photographic background, the com-
bination with a frame or carrier having roll-
ers 4 5 journaled in its lower end and a guide-
roller 6 initsupperend, a flexible background-
strip 7 wound on the rollers 4 5 and passed
over the roller 6, a spring-roller 12 journaled
in the frame below the roller 4, a floor-cloth
13 wound upon said spring-roller, and a plu-
rality of strips 14 attached at their upper
edges at intervals to said background-strip
and adapted to lie at their free edges on said
floor-cloth, and means for rotating the rollers
4 5, substantially as described.

3. In a photographie background, the com-
bination with a frame or carrier, of rollers 4 5
journaled on the opposite sides and lower end
of said frame and carrying sprocket-wheels,
sprocket-wheels 10 mounted on crank-shafts
9 journaledin the frame above the rollers 4 5,
chains connecting said sprocket - wheels, a
guide-roller 6 journaled in the upper end of
the frame, a flexible background - strip 7
wound on the rollers 4 5 and passed over the
roller 6, a spring-roller 12 journaled in the
frame below the roller4, a floor-cloth 13 wound
on said spring-roller, and a plurality of strips
14 attached at their upper edges at intervals
to the background-strip and adapted to lie at
their free edges on said floor-cloth, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hercunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

SAMUEL I*. BADGLEY.

Witnesses:
Jo A. HHOERTER,
S. S. GRIFFITH,
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