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This invention relates to a container or
box for socket wrench sets and the like
adapted to contain and house 2 series of
wrench sockets of varying sizes or gauges
and a handle adaptable for use with the
sockets, and more particularly to a novel

fastener or latch for securely holding the -

cover of the container in closed position,
thereby preventing the container from ac-
cidently opening and spilling the contents.

With the above and other ohjects in view,
the novel features of the invention will ap-
pear as the specification proceeds.

In the accompanying drawings i—

Fig. 1 is a plan view, partly broken away
and in section, of a box or container con-
structed in accordance with my invention
and having the novel cover fastener or latch
applied thereto.

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view
taken on the staggered section line 2—2 of
Figure 1, and

Fig. 3 1s an enlarged fragmentary perspec-
tive view showing the container in open posi-
tion and more clearly illustrating the
fastener.

Referring to the drawings in detail, the
container comprises the bottom section or
container proper 4 which may be produced
from sheet metal with the corners cut out
and the edges turned up at right angles to
provide the sides 5 and the ends 6 and 7.
The box is preferably shaped so that the
end 6 is narrower than the end 7 and en-
larges toward the front end 7, the shape be-
ing substantially trapeziform in plan.

The cover of the container is indicated at
8 and also is preferably made from sheet
metal to correspond to the shape of the bot-
tom or container proper with sides 9 of uni-
form width as are the sides 5 and the ends
6 and 7, although this is not essential. The
cover is pivoted to the bottom by pivots 10
in the form of rivets or the like engaged
through the sides 5 and 9 preferably near
the bottom and narrow end 6, the corners
of the sides 9 preferably being rounded as
shown and the ends of the cover being open
so as to produce a substantially inverted
channel or U-shaped member.

The wrench sockets within the container
are indicated at 11 and the handle is indi-
cated at 12, this handle being adapted to fit
along side of the sockets within the con-
tainer and having one end bent at right
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angles to extend crosswise.
curely hold the cover in closed position to
prevent displacement of the contents due to
accidental opening or otherwise, a fastener
or latch 13 is provided. This consists of a
strip of metal having its ends 14 bent at
right angles in the same direction and pref-
erably tapered as shown and pivoted to the
sides 9 by rivets or the like 15 so as to per-
mit the fastener to swing over the end of
the cover against the edges of the sides 9
or closely adjacent thereto in the manner of
an end wall or to swing above the cover as
shown in Figures 1 and 2 and Figure 3 re-
spectively.

The fastener 13 has a spring tongue 16 ex-
tending from the central portion of the
lower or forward edge thereof, this tongue
being somewhat resilient owing to the ma-
terial of the fastener being thinner than the
container proper, although not essentially
so. The free end of the tongue 16 may be
curved outwardly and upwardly as indicated
at 17 to facilitate its engagement with the
top edge 18 of an opening 19 provided in the
front end 7 of the container proper or bot-
tom portion 4 when the fastener is swung
down into operative position, as shown in
Figures 1 and 2, to securely hold the cover
closed. In order to facilitate opening of
the fastener, the bottom edges thereof at
each side of the tongue 16 are turned up-
wardly as indicated at 20 to provide finger
holds by which the fastener may be raised

on its pivots to disengage the spring tongue ¢

from the keeper opening 19. The opposite
sides 5 of the container 4 are preferably
notched out at the upper edges as indicated
at 21 to accommodate the inner ends of the
pivots 15 and the sides 9 of the cover may
be recessed, as indicated at 22, to facilitate
raising of the cover.

A container constructed as described will
accommodate the sockets and handle and
when the fastener is in operative position,
the accidental opening of the container, due
to jarring or otherwise, will be prevented.
This overcomes objections to these containers
as previously constructed and, in addition,
provides a more efficient and attractive ar-
ticle for the purpose.

While I have shown and described my in-
vention in a preferred form, I am aware
that various changes and modifications may
be made without departing from the prin-

In order to se-
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ciples of the invention, the scope of which
may be determined by reference to the ap-
pended claims.

I claim as my invention:

1. A container for a socket wrench set,
comprising interfitting top and bottom por-
tions hinged together at their ends, the top
or closure portion having an open end, a

member swingably connected to the top por- -

tion and forming a combination closure for
the open end and a latch for holding the top
portion closed with respect to the bottom,
said end closure and latch being swingable
to open position above the top portion and
to closed position across the open end there-
of, and when in closed position constituting
a shackle for holding the top in closed po-
sition on the bottom, and a spring catch on
the swinging end for holding the end in
closed position.

2. A container for a socket wrench set,
comprising elongated interfitting top and
bottom portions hinged together at their
ends, the top of closure portion having an
open end, a U-shaped member having its-arms

- swingably connected to the top portion and

the cross-piece serving as a combination clo-
sure for the open end and a latch for hold-

-ing the top portion closed with respect to the

bottom, said end closure and latch being

swingable on its pivot to open position above

the top and to closed position across the open
end thereof, and when in closed position con-
stituting a shackle for holding the top in
closed position on the bottom, and a spring
catch on the swinging end for holding the
end in closed position.

3. A container for a socket wrench set,
comprising interfitting top and bottom por-
tions hinged together at one of their ends, the
top -or closure portion having an open end,
and a member pivotally connected to the top
portion and forming a combination closure
for the open end and a latch for holding the
top portion closed with respect to the bottom,
said end closure and latch being movable to
open position above the top portion and to
closed and latching position across the open
end thereof when the top portion is closed
down on the bottom portion.

4, A container for a socket wrench set, com-
prising a bottom portion having sides and
ends and designed to receive the socket
wrench set, a top or closure portion having
sides and an open end and swingably attached
adjacent its other end to the bottom portion,
a member forming a combination closure for
the open end of the top portion and a latch
for holding the top portion closed with re-
spect to the bottom portion, and having end
extensions bent at right angles to the body of
the member in the same direction and pivot-

1,726,718

ally attached to the sides of the top portion,
said end closure member being swingable to
an open position above and upon the top por-
tion and to a closed position across the open
end thereot, said swinging end when in closed
position constituting a shackle for engaging
the end portion of the bottom for holding the
top in closed position on the bottom.

5. A container for- a socket wrench set,
comprising a bottom portion having sides and
ends and designed to reéeive the socket wrench
set, a top or closure portion having sides
and an open end and swingably attached ad-
jacent its other end to the bottom portion, a
member forming a combination closure for
the open end of the top portion and a latch
for helding the top portion closed with re-
speet to the bottom, and having end extensions
bent at right angles to the body of the mem-
ber in the same divection and pivotally at-
tached to the sides of the top portion, said
end closure being swingable to an open posi-
tion above and upon the top portion and to a
closed position across the open end thereof,
portions of the end being bent out to provide
finger grips for swinging it to an open posi-
tien, said swinging end when in closed posi-
tion constituting a shackle for engaging the
end portion of the bottom for holding the top
in closed position on the bottom, and a catch
on the swinging end for holding the end in
closed position. '

6. A container for a socket wrench set,
comprising an enlongated bottom portion
having sides and ends and designed to receive
the socket wrench set, a top or closure portion
having sides and an open end and designated
to fit down on the bottom portion and swing-
ably attached thereto at its other end, a mem-
ber forming a combination closure for the
open end of the top portion and a latch for
helding the top portion closed with respect
to the bottom portion, and having relatively
paralle] end extensions bent at right angles
to the body of the member in the same direc-
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tion and pivotally attached to the sides of the™

top portion, said end closure member being
swingable to an open position above and upon
the top portion and to a closed position across
the open end thereof, portions of said swing-
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ing end to either side of its center being bent'

out to provide finger grips for swinging it to
an open position, said swinging end when in
closed position constituting a shackle for en-
gaging the end portion of the bottom for hold-

ing the top in closed pesition on the bottom,

and a spring catch between the outwardly
bent portions of the swinging end and engag-
ing the bottom for holding the end in closed
position.

HAROLD G. RICE.
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