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To all whom tt may concerm:

Be it known that I, RuDOLF LUsTIG, resid-
ing at Milwauakee, in the county of Milwau-
kee and State of Wisconsin, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Sidewalk
Coverings or Protectors, of which the follow-
ing is a description, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, which are a part
of this specification.

My invention has relation to improvements
in sidewalk coverings or protectors.

One object is to provide a framework of pe-
culiar construction adapted to be placed upon
a sidewalk during winter weather when the
pavements become slippery and dangerous
through the snowy or iey c¢oatings thereon.

An improved object of my invention is to
provide a simple and inexpensive form of de-
vice of the above character which is of such
construction that the covering can be rolled
up when not in use, so as to provide for its
being conveniently stored away in compact
form and requiring but a minimum of space.

A further object is to provide a simple
means for preventing the ends of the cover-
ing from curling up.

A still further object is to provide a con-
venient means for connecting different sec-
tions of the covering together.

With the above primary and other inci-

dental objects in view the invention consists -

of the devices and parts or their equivalents,
as hereinafter set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of the invention. TFig. 2 is aside
edge view of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a section lon-
gitudinally of the covering. Fig. 4isa view
of a fragment of the covering, illustrating
the manner of rolling it up; and Fig. 5 is a
view illnstrating the preferred means for
uniting sections of the covering together.

The covering is made up of aseries of slats 6,
composed, preferably, of wood, said slats hav-
ing their adjacent longitudinal edges suit-
ably spaced apart. Theslats are maintained

the required distance apart by means of spac-
ing bars or bloeks 7, preferably of rounded
contour or of eylindrical form, so as to adapt
the covering to be readily rolled.. These
spacing-bars are arranged in alinement, and
any desired number of lines may be provided.

In the drawings I have shown two of such
lines; butit isobvious that successful results
might be obtained by providing only one line
arranged centrally of the slats, or more than
two lines may be employed, if desired. For
connecting the slats and the spacing-bars to-
gether I provide wires or other flexible cords
8. The ends of these wires are secured to
staples 9, driven into the end slats, and each
wire is then passed through alined openings
extending transversely through the slats and
bars, the openings of the slats being indicated
by the numeral 10 and the openings of the
bars by the numeral 11. Owing to the round-
ed contour of the spacing-bars and the flexi-
bility of the wires, it is obvious that the cov-
ering may be readily rolled up and unrolled.
The outer edge of each end slat is preferably
beveled, as indicated by the numeral 12, in
order to obviate the danger of a pedestrian
stumbling by reason of his foot coming in con-
tact with the covering.

In order to prevent the end slats from curl-
ing, I provide the ends of a few of the termi-
nal slats (four being shown, as so provided in
the drawings) with grooves 13, in which bars
14, preferably of metal, are fitted. If pre-
ferred, only one end of each of these slats
may be provided with a groove, and hence
only one bar employed, as this would prevent
the diffieulty alluded to,although not perhaps
so effectually as by the double arrangement
shown in the drawings.

Where a pavement of considerable length
is to be covered, it may be desirable to pro-
vide several lengths of the coverings. In
that case the end slats of two of the sections
are made to abut each other and said end
slats secured together in any desirable man-
ner, as by nailing or by staple connection.
In Fig. 5, however, Ishow the preferred means
for connecting the sections, which consists in
fitting in the end grooves 13 of the slats a long
strap 15, which extends from one section to
the other. The ends of thisstrap are prefer-
ably bent down against the sides of the slats,
as indicated by the numerals 16 16, whereby
an effectual lock against the sections separat-
ing is provided.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. In a sidewalk covering or protector, the
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combination of a series of slats, spaeing-bars
of elongated cylindrical form, and arranged
lengthwise between adjacent edges of the
slats, and parallel with the lengths of the
slats, and flexible cords passing transversely
through the slats and through the bars.

2. In a sidewalk covering or protector, the
combination of a series of slats, spacing-bars
of elongated eylindrical form and arranged
lengthwise between adjacent edges of the
slats and parallel with the lengths of theslats,
and a plurality of flexible cords passing trans-
versely through a series of the spacing-bars
and transversely through the slats.

3. In a sidewalk covering or protector, the
combination of aseries of slats, a plurality of
the terminal slats provided each at one end

_ with a groove, the several grooves being

20

25

alined, of a straight, heavy strap or bar fit-
ting in said alined grooves, and thereby ex-
tending from one to the other of said grooved
terminal slats, to thereby form a weight for
holding the end of the covering down, the

outer edge of said strap being flush, or sub-

stantially fiush, with the outer surfaces of the
grooved ends of the slats, to provide for the

. ready removal of the straps.

4. The combination with a sidewalk cover-
ing or protector composed of sections, each

section comprising a series of slats flexibly
connected together, one or more of the ter-
minal slats of each section provided at an
end with a groove, the several grooves being
alined, of a straight strap removably fitted in

the grooves in the ends of the terminal slats.

of the adjacent sections, and thereby extend-
ing from one section to the other and serving
to connect said adjacent sections.

5. In eombination with a sidewalk cover-
ing or protector composed of sections, each
section comprising a series of slats flexibly
connected together, one or more of the ter-
minal slats of each section provided at an
end with a groove, the several grooves being
alined, of a straight strap fitted in the grooves
in the endsof the terminal slats of the adja-
sent sections, and thereby extending from
one section to the other and serving to con-
nect said adjacent sections, the opposite ends
of said strap being bent downwardly ad jacent
to the sides of the slats.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

RUDOLF LUSTIG.

Witnesses:
ANNA V. FAUST,
A. L. MORSELL.
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