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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A fastener for retaining a canvas stretcher frame in a 
rabbeted seat of a picture frame. The fastener consists 
of an elongated flexible member provided at longitudi 
nally spaced points with a pair of pronged elements 
which project laterally in opposite directions from the 
flexible member. One of the pronged elements is secured 
in the seat of the picture frame, with the flexible mem 
ber projecting from the seat behind the stretcher frame, 
and the other pronged element is secured to the stretcher 
frame to hold the latter in the picture frame seat. An 
end portion of the flexible member extends beyond the 
element Secured to the stretcher frame and affords a 
finger-piece. 

This invention relates to new and useful improvements 
in picture frames, and in particular the invention con 
cerns itself with an improved fastener which may be 
quickly and easily employed for holding a canvas stretcher 
frame in a rabbeted seat of a picture frame. 
The principal object of the invention is to provide such 

a fastener which is very simple in construction, which 
may be readily installed or removed, which dependably 
holds the picture frame and the stretcher frame in as 
Sembled relation, and which lends itself to convenient 
and economical manufacture. 
With the foregoing more important object and features 

in view and such other objects and features as may be 
come apparent as this specification proceeds, the inven 
tion will be understood from the following description 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, 
wherein like characters of reference are used to designate 
like parts, and wherein: 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view showing the back of a 
canvas stretcher frame held in a picture frame by fas 
teners of the invention, the picture frame being partially 
broken away; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged, fragmentary sectional view, 
taken Substantially in the plane of the line 2-2 in FIG. 
1; and 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged perspective view of one of the 
fasteners. 

Referring now to the accompanying drawings in detail, 
the numeral 10 designates a conventional stretcher 
frame having a canvas 11 stretched thereover, while 12 
designates a conventional picture frame provided with a 
rabbeted seat 13 in which the stretcher frame 10 is to 
be mounted. Mounting of the stretcher frame in the seat 
of the picture frame is accomplished by a plurality of 
perimetrically spaced fasteners 14 of the invention, one 
of such fasteners now being described in detail with ref 
erence to FIG. 3. 
The fastener 14 comprises an elongated flexible mem 

ber 15 which preferably although not necessarily con 
sists of a length of braided wire such as is commonly used 
for picture hanging. A pair of pronged elements 16, 17 
are provided at longitudinally spaced points on the flex 
ible member 15 and project laterally in relatively op 
posite directions therefrom, as will be clearly apparent. 
The pronged elements 16, 17 have enlarged heads and, 
for all practical purposes, they may be constituted by 
ordinary tacks or thumb tacks. In order to secure the 
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elements 16, 17 to the flexible member 15, the wire 
Strands which comprise the member 15 are flattened and 
bonded together as well as to the elements 16, 17, as for 
example by soldering as indicated at 18. 
One end portion of the flexible member 15 extends 

beyond the pronged element 17 and provides a finger 
piece 19 which may be in the form of a loop or eye as 
shown, or of any other suitable configuration. 
When the invention is placed in use, several of the fas 

teners 14 are employed at perimetrically spaced points 
on the picture frame. Before the stretcher frame is in 
stalled in the picture frame, the pronged element 16 of 
each fastener is secured in the rabbeted seat 13 of the 
picture frame by being pressed into the inwardly facing 
edge 13a of the seat, as distinguished from the rearwardly 
facing edge 13b which provides an abutment shoulder 
for the stretcher frame. The flexible members 15 of the 
Several fasteners are permitted to project outwardly from 
the picture frame seat 13 and the stretcher frame 10 (in 
cluding the canvas 11) is placed within the picture frame 
Seat. The projecting members 15 of the fasteners are then 
brought behind the stretcher frame with the fastener ele 
ments 17 being pressed into the stretcher frame as shown 
in FIG. 2, So that the fasteners thus hold the picture 
frame and the stretcher frame in assembled relation. Of 
course, the finger-pieces 19 are left protruding inwardly 
behind the stretcher frame and if at any time it is de 
sired to remove the stretcher frame from the picture 
frame, the finger-pieces 19 of the fasteners are simply 
pulled in a rearward direction so as to withdraw the 
fastener elements 17 from the frame 10, whereupon the 
stretcher frame 10 may be readily separated from the pic 
ture frame 12. 

While in the foregoing there has been described and 
shown the preferred embodiment of the invention, vari 
ous modifications may become apparent to those skilled 
in the art to which the invention relates. Accordingly, it 
is not desired to limit the invention to this disclosure and 
various modifications and equivalents may be resorted to, 
falling within the spirit and scope of the invention as 
claimed. 
What is claimed as new is: 
1. The combination of a picture frame having a rab 

beted seat, a canvas stretcher frame mounted in said 
seat, and a plurality of perimetrically spaced fasteners 
holding said picture frame and said stretcher frame in 
assembled relation, each of said fasteners comprising an 
elongated flexible member and a pair of pronged ele 
ments provided at longitudinally spaced points on said 
member and projecting laterally therefrom in relatively 
opposite directions, one of said pronged elements being 
secured in said rabbeted seat of the picture frame with 
said flexible member projecting outwardly from the seat 
behind said stretcher frame, and the other of said pronged 
elements being secured to the stretcher frame. 

2. The combination as defined in claim 1 wherein the 
rabbeted seat of said picture frame has a rearwardly 
facing edge providing an abutment shoulder for said 
stretcher frame and also has an inwardly facing edge ad 
jacent the outer marginal edge of the stretcher frame, 
said one of said pronged elements being secured to the 
inwardly facing edge of said seat. 

3. The combination as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
flexible member has an end portion extending beyond 
said other of said pronged elements and constituting a 
finger-piece. 

4. A fastener for holding a picture frame and a canvas 
stretcher frame in assembled relation, said fastener com 
prising an elongated flexible member and a pair of pronged 
elements provided at longitudinally spaced points on said 
member and projecting laterally therefrom in relatively 
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opposite directions, said pronged elements being adapted 
to be secured to a picture frame and to a stretcher frame respectively. 

5. The fastener as defined in claim 4 wherein said 
flexible member has an end portion extending beyond 
one of said pronged elements and constituting a finger 
pleCe. 

6. The fastener as defined in claim 4 wherein said 
flexible member comprises a length of braided wire. 

7. The fastener as defined in claim 6 wherein strands 
of said braided wire adjacent said pronged elements are 
bonded together and to said elements whereby to secure 
the elements to the wire. 
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4. 
8. The fastener as defined in claim 4 wherein said 

pronged elements are provided with enlarged heads. 
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