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% XS (244 AQUATIC STRUCTURE AND METHOD

A structure is provided for promoting growth of aquatic
species for aquaculture operatons and other purposes. The aquatic
structure may have a buoyant member, a flexible sheet, and flexible strips
(such as fronds, ribbons or filaments). The tlexible materials are suspended

from the buoyant member. The flexible materials may have high surface

area structures for promocing growth of autotrophic (including algae)
and heterotrophic organisms (such as bacteria) in photic and heterotrophic
sections, respectively. The autotrophs and the bacteria are food, and

the dispersed flexiblc strips provide an attractive habirtart for the larger
feeding organisms such as fish, crustaceans and mollusks. Ballast devices
may be used, if desired, to secure the aquatic structure to the bentchos. The
ballast devices may be formed of flexible matcrial. The flexible ballast
devices may be filled with granular material after the apparatus is
transported to the job sitc. The aquaric structure is easy to handle and
deploy in aquatic cnvironmenss. In alternatve embodiments of the
invention, additional float devices and/or tethered anchors may be

provided for maintaining the apparatus in the desired location.
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