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stiffener for men’s shoes is shown the

g, 1, shank
3 body
poriion 1 is provided on its convex upper
surfece with a Jongitudinally extending
groove §.. The reinforce inverted from the
position thown i’ Fig. 7 is secured to the

2

and 3 where a lurge size

vody. portion with its rib 4 embedded in ihe _

groove-§ end with the flai surface of the web
coni ng to the upper surface bf the body
portion as shown in Fig. 2. The reinforce is
held 1t place by driving the pins 5 through

the body portion and bending them down
thus firstiy securing the reinforce in place

without leaving any, proiections ahove the
flat upper surface of the shanl stiffener.
The constructicn illustrated in Figs. 4 and
5 18 similar to that just deseribed excent tha
i

in this case the groove 7 in the hod ¥ portion
1 corresponds in general cross section to the
eross section of the reinforce so that when
the reinforce is secured in place the upper
flat surface of the web 8 not only conforms
Yo the upper surface of the body portion 1
but substantially coineides at the sides of the
web with the upper surface of the web.

The form of shank stiffener shown in Fig.
& may be constructed either as shown in Fig,

3 or Fig. 5 but in this case the reinforce 8

is brought down to the very end of the body -

porticn 9 as shown at the left, thus en-
abling the end of the stiffener to be placed
beneath the heel of a hoot or shoe when the
shank stiffener is in place to serve as 2 rein-
forcement which is particularly desirable
when 2 wooden heel is used or when an extrs
amount of reinforcement is for any reason
desired. o .

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:

1. A ghank stiffener comprising a flexible
body portion of suitable material curved ion-
gitudinally and provided on its convex up-
per surface with » longitudinally extending

groove, a stiff resilient longitudinally curved -

metal reinforce comprising a relatively wide
web flat on ils upper surface with a rela-
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portion with the rib embedded in the Zrouve
and with the flat surface of the web con-
forming to the upper surface of the body
portion, )
- 2. 4 shank stiffener com
body porticn of su
longitudinal 3
upper surface with a longitudinally extend
ing groove, a stiff resilient longitudin

curved metal reinforce comprising a reix-
tively wide web on itz upper surface
with a relatively narrow rib on ita ]
face, and a plurality of pins struc
the web and acting when driven thr

[
body portion and bent dewn fo zec.:
veinforce to the hody port ihe
embedded in the groove :
surface of the web conforming to the uppor
surface of the body portion. :

8. A shank stifiener comprising the con-
struction defined in claim 1 in which the rib
is substantially semi-cireuiar in cross section.

4, A shank stiffener comprising the con-
struction defined in claim 1.in which the
groove in the body portion corresponds in
general cross section fo the cross section of-
the reinforee w rersby when the reinforce
and body portion are securvaed together the
upper surface of the web and the upper sur-
face of the body portion at ths sides of the
web substantially coincide.

D

<,
1

5. A shank stiffenen. comprising » flexible.
body portion of

suitable material provided
on its upper surface with » longitudinaily
extending groove, 5 stiff vesilient metal re-
inforce comprising a relatively wide web flat
on its upper surface with a relatively narrow
rib om its lower surface, and means for se-
curing the reinforce to the body pertion with
the rib embedded in the groove and with the
flat surface of the web conforming to the up-

-per surface of the body portion.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name fo ihis specification.
WALLACE H. FOSS.
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