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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Davip H. SWEENEY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Fitch-
burg, in the county of Worcester and State of
Massachusetts, haveinvented a new and use-
ful Plate or Pie Lifter, of which the follow-
ing, together with the accompanying draw-
ings, is a specification sufficiently full, clear,
and exact to enable persons skilled in the art
to which this invention appertains to make
and use the same. _

The object of my present invention is to
provide a simple, efficient, and inexpensive
lifter or implement forlifting or handling hot
plates, removing pies from the oven, and for
similar culinary purposes, which lifter shall
be convenient for use and sure in its hold
upon the article lifted.

To this end my invention consists in a plate
or pie lifter constructed as illustrated and
hereinafter desecribed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view. Fig. 2 is a top view with the handles
partially extended, and Fig. 38 is a section
showing one of the upright connections.

My improved lifter is bestformed of spring-
wire, and consists of a lower circular ring A
and an upper circular ring A’, of substantially
the same diameter, open at one side and pro-
vided with radially-projecting handles C and
C’, that extend out laterally from the respect-
ive rings to a convenient distance in the man-
ner shown. The two circular rings A A’ are
disposed about two inches apart, more or less,
and are connected to each other at suitable
intervals by outwardly-curved uprights or
bars D, the ends of which are rigidly attached
to the wire of the rings. The handle-wires
are joined across from the upper to the lower
part by straight bars d; also, by a plate E, that
serves for securing the ends and as a thumb-
piece.

The two rings A A’ and handles C C’ are
in the present instance made from a single
piece of wire bent round at the outer end of
the handles, as at b, to connect the upper and
lower parts, and bent laterally, as at f, at the
Jjunction of the rings and handle, the ends of
the wire being brought together at e and se-
cured by the plate E.

The bars D, which may be of flat or round

wire or metal, are secured by folding their -

ends about the ring, asatm, and then soldered
or tinned in the usual manner of finishing
wire goods. When in normal condition, the
spring of the wire expands therings, permit-
ting the handles to spread apart, as in Fig. 2.
When the handles are spread apart, the lower
ring can be readily passed over and beneath
a plate, pile of plates, or a pie in a hot oven.
Then by bringing the handles together the
plate or pie is embraced between the out-
wardly-curved bars D, with the ring A below
and the ring A’ above the rim of the pie or
plate, thereby securely retaining it so long as
the two handles are kept together. :

Thus it will be seen that my invention pro-
vides a very safe, convenient, and efficient
implement for the purpose of handling hot
plates, pies, or similar articles.

‘I am aware that pie-lifters having two op-
bositely-curved jaws connected by a spring-
handle have heretofore been made, and also
that such style of lifter has been formed of a
single piece of wire. It will therefore be un-
derstood that I do not herein broadly claim a
pie-lifter formed of wire irrespective of its
construction,

Tclaim as my invention herein tobe secured .

by Letters Patent—

In a pie or plate lifter composed of wire,
the piece of wire bent to form the eircular
lower ring portion A and the cireular upper
ring portion A’, with the radially-projecting
handle-bars C C’, having connecting-bends,
as at b and £, in combination with the series
of outwardly-ecurved bars D, disposed at in-
tervals between the circular portions, with
their ends rigidly attached to the respective
rings, and the plate E, connecting the ends of
said wire, all substantially as shown and de-
scribed.,

Witness my hand this 4th day of Novem-
ber, A. D. 1890.

DAVID H. SWEENEY.

Witnesses. .
Cuas. H. BURLEIGH,
ELrA P. BLENUS.
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