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<With respect to Box No.II>

(Conclusion)

The requirement " (4) when the pellets are kept at 35°C under a load

for 24 hours, subsequently held at -10°C for 7 days, and then examined
for blocking force, the blocking force is 35 N or lower," in claimg
8-10 does not comply with the requirement in the meaning of Article
5 of the PCT and lacks a support in the meaning of Article 6 of the
PCT.

(Reasons)

Specific production conditions for the satisfaction of the
requirements (1)-(3) defined in claims 1-7 can be understood from the
statements in [0139]-[0144] in the description of this international
application.

However, even when the statements in [0184]-[0191] in the description
of this international application are taken in account, the relationship
betweentheregquirements (1) - (3) definedinclaims 1-7 andthe requirement
(4) defined therein is unclear.

Whenpelletssatigsfyingtherequirements (1) - (3) donot always satigfy
the regquirement (4), then the pellets should satisfy another requirement
besides the requirements (1)-(3) in order to satisfy the requirement
(4) . However, the desgcription of this international application
includes no statement on that additiconal requirement. This case hence
does not comply with the requirement in the meaning of Article 5 of
the PCT and lacks a support in the meaning of Article 6 of the PCT.

Theremaybe caseswherepelletswhichgatisfytherequirements (1) - (3)
always satisfy the requirement (4). However, the description of this
international application includes no statement at all on specific
production conditions for the satisfaction of the requirement (4) in
the case where the requirements (1)-(3) are not satisfied. This case
algso hence does not comply with the requirement in the meaning of Article
5 of the PCT and lacks a support in the meaning of Article 6 of the
PCT.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (April 2005)
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

<With respect to Box. No.III>

(A) A matter common among claimg 1-7 resides in

"pellets characterized by satisfying all of the following (Z), (1),
(2), and (3):

(Z) thepelletscompriseapolymer (A) havingatensilemodulus (initial
modulus determined by the method described in ASTM D-638-03) of 100
MPa or lower;

(1) the average weight of 30 of the pellets is 0.80-2.00 g;

(2) the value of weight proportion of a fraction which is highest
in weight proportion, which is an index to the particle size distribution
of the pellets obtained by sieving, is in the range of 90-100%; and

(3) when the larger of the length and diameter of each of 20 pellets
arbitrarily taken out of the pellets ig expressed by L and the smaller
of the length and diameter thereof is expressed by D, then the value
of Lave/Dave determined from the average valueg (Lave) and (Dave) isg
in the range of 1.00-1.70."

(B) A matter common among claims 8-10 resides in

"pellets characterized by gatisfying the following (Z) and (4):

(Z) thepelletscompriseapolymer (A) havingatensilemodulus (initial
modulus determined by the method described in ASTM D-638-03) of 100
MPa or lower; and

(4) when the pellets are kept at 35°C under a load for 24 hours,
subsequently held at -10°C for 7 days, and then examined for blocking
force, the blocking force ig 35 N or lower."

With respect to the "first pelletg," which have the feature (A4)
degcribed above, and the "second pelletg, " which have the feature (B)
described above, there is the following statement in [0184] in the
description of this international application: "The second pellets of
the invention are not particularly limited as long as they satisfy the

(Z) and (4). However, the second pellets preferably further satisfy
either of the (1) and (2) described with regard to, e.g., the first
pelletsg, and more preferably satisfy both of the (1) and (2)." In view

of this statement, neither the requirements (1) - (3) nor the requirement
(4) is necessarily a common feature.

Therefore, the only matter common between (A) and (B) above is "the
pellets comprise apolymer (A) havinga tensile modulus (initial modulus
as determined by the method described in ASTM D-638-03) of 100 MPa or
lower. "

An outline of the polymer (A) ig given in [0025]-[0027] in the
description of thig international application and a propylene/ethylene
copolymer ig shown ag an example of the polymer (A) in [0050] in the
description of this international application. However, pellets of
a propylene/ethylene copolymer are known as apparent from the fact that
they are digclosed in the document JP 2003-26814 A (Sumitomo Chemical
Co., Ltd.), 29 January, 2003 (29.01.03), claims 1 and 2.

Therefore, the matter common between (A) and (B) above (the pellets
comprise a polymer (A) having a tensile modulus (initial modulus as
determined by the method described in ASTM D-638-03) of 100 MPa or lower)
ig not regarded as a sgspecial technical feature in the meaning of the
second sentence of Rule 13.2 of the Regulations under the PCT.

{(continued to the next sheet)
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Since neither the requirements (1)-(3) nor the requirement (4) is
a common special technical feature as already stated above, any other
common matter is not regarded as a special technical feature in the
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