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To all whom it may concermn.:

Beitknown that I, RICHARD S. PEARSALL,
of Sea Cliff, in the county of Queens and State
of New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Shears, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in shears of the class shown and de-
scribed in Letters Patent No. 430,677, granted
to me June 24, 1890;and my presentinvention
consists, principally, in hinging the thumb
support or clip atthe end or approximately at
the end of the shank of the blade, so that the
clip will be practically unsupported back of
the hinge and free {0 drop back to a reverse
angle to accommodate itself to the ball of the
thumb when in a natural position, thus obvi-
ating strain upon the thumb-joint in the use
of the shears.

The invention also consistsin extending the
thumb-support in front of the hinge and in
curving the shank of the lower blade upward
in front of its edge to furnish room and a bet-
ter grip for the front finger of the user.

The invention further consists of the con-
struction, arrangement, and combination of
parts,all ashereinafter deseribed and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a sectional side elevation of a
pair of shears made in accordance with my in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
thumb-ring. Fig. 3 isa sectional elevation of
a modification, and Fig. 4 is a perspective
view of the thumb-support.

To the end of the shank ¢ of the lower
blade A is hinged the thumb support or clip
B, whieh is adapted to tilt back to the position
shown in dotted linesin Fig.1—thatis to say,
the end of the shank is cut off or beveled at
o', 80 as not to act as a support to the thumb-
clip, as shown in Fig. 1; or, instead of this,
the clip may be hinged directly to the end of
the shank, as in Fig. 3, or the hinge-lugs b b
in Fig. 1 may be made of such length rela-
tively to the length of the shank in rear of

the hinge-pin &’ that the clip may drop back to
the angle indicated in dotted lines, which
adapts the lower surface of the clip to fit the
ball of the thumb when held in a natural po-
sition while in the act of cutting with the
shears. 'The thumb-clip is extended in rear
of the hinge, as shown atd, and alsoin front
of the hinge, as shown at d’, and about mid-
way of its length is formed, Figs. 1 and 2, the
ring d? to fit over the top of the thumb. In
Figs. 3 and 4 the ring as such is omitted, but
instead thereof is formed at the front of the
clip the cover f to receive the end of the
thumb. By extending theclip in frontof the
hinge, as at d’, a perfect sapport is produced
and the thumbisprevented from slipping too
far through the clip. The shank g of the up-
per blade is curved upward at ¢’ in front of
the eyve I to furnish ample room for the fore-
finger in the use of the shears.

In Figs. 3 and 4 the end of the shanka is
turned to form an eye j to receive the ring j”
at the bottom of the clip to form the hinge;
but I prefer the form of hinge shown in Figs,
1 and 2, though more expensive.

Having thus fully described myinvention, I
claim as newand desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. Asanimprovement in shears, the shank
of thelower blade of the shears havinghinged
at the end or near the end thereof a thumb-
clip which is adapted to tilt back fo an ap-
proximately unlimited extent, substantially
as described.

2. The thumb-cliphinged atitscenter tothe
rear extremity of the shank of the lower blade
to tilt back toward the finger eye or loop of
the other shank, and formed with the rear ex-
tension d, front projection d’,and ring d? sub-
stantially as described.

3. The shank a of the lower blade, in com-
bination with the clip B, hinged at its center
to the shank and formed at the front with the
cup f, substantially as described.

RICHARD 8. PEARSALL.

Witnesses:

‘WILBUR V. D. PEARSALL,
E. M, CLARK.
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