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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHRISTOPHER A. SMITH,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Hame-
Fasteners, of whichthe following is a specifi-
cation, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings.

My invention relates to improvements. in
hame-fasteners; anditconsistsin certain novel
features hereinafter described and claimed.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1isa front
elevation of a hame provided with my im-
proved fastener. Fig.?2 is an enlarged detail
view. Fig.3 isalongitudinal vertical section
of the upper end of the fastening-lever; and
Fig. 4 is a detail view of the end of the fas-
tening-lever, looking at the inner side of the
same.

The hame A is of the ordinary construetion
and is composed of two members, as usual,
one of which is provided with a hook B and
to the other one of which is pivoted the fas-
tening-lever C. The fastening-lever carries
a loop or ring D, to which a chain E is at-
tached, said chain being adapted to be en-
gaged over the hook B when the hameis fas-
tened. The hame is provided with a recess
F in one side, which is covered by a keeper-
plate G, having a slot H registering with the
recess. The upper end of the fastening-le-
ver is reduced and the locking-hook I rests
against and works—that is, slides vertically—
on the reduced portion, the hook being pre-
vented from falling laterally away from the

- lever by studs J, which engage a central lon-
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gitudinal groove K in the inner side of the
lever at the upper end of the same. The
locking-hook consists of a flat plate provided
with a lateral hook L at its upper end adapted
to pass through the slot H and drop into en-
gagement with the lower wall of the same,
thereby holding the lever against the hame.
The movement of the locking-hook is con-

trolled by a cam M, which works in a notch
N in the plate and is pivotally mounted on
the end of the lever. The cam is provided
with a handle O, which bears against the hook
and thereby aids in holding it in position.
The cam may be madse to act on the edge of
the hook; but I prefer to pass the pivot of the
cam through the hook and provide the hook
with an opening P to clear the said pivot.

In practice the chain E is engaged over the
hook B and the lever is swung toward the
hame, thereby tightening the chain and draw-
ing the lower ends of the hame together.
When theleverisswung up, the cam is turned
80 as to raise the locking-hook, and thereby
enable it to pass through the slot H. The
cam is then released and the hook drops by
gravity into engagement with the plate G,
thereby securely locking the hame.

It will be readily seen from the foregoing
that I have provided a hame-fastener which
is very simple and efficient and in which the
several parts cannot become detached and
lost.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— .

1. In a hame-fastener of the character de-
scribed, the combination, with the lever, of a
sliding locking-hook mounted on the end of
thelever and acamalso mounted on the end of
the lever and engaging the hook to actuate
the same. -

2, The combination, in a hame-fastener, of
a lever provided with a groove in its end, a
locking-hook having an internal notch and
provided with studs engaging said groove,
and a cam mounted on the end of the lever
and engaging the notch in the hook.

In testimony whereof I affix mysignaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

CHRISTOPHER A. SMITH.

Witnesses:

W. W. DOUGLAS,
J. H. WARD,
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