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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM A, SEXTON, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, haveinvented certain newand
useful Improvements in Self-Closing Cans, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention has relation to eans for con-
taining gasoline and other fluids, which eans
it is desirable should be self-closing and main-
tained in perfectly closed position when not
being filled or having its contents poured
therefrom.

It is the object of the invention to provide
such improvements in self-closing cans as will
insure the entrance of the stopple with cer-
tainty into the mouth and neck of the can,
effectively close the same, and prevent its dis-
lodgment in case the can is aceidentally or
otherwise overturned or tipped to one side.

To these ends the invention consists of a
can provided with a flaring mouth above the
neck, a weight having a flexible connection
with the stopple pendent in the can, and an
interior guide for said flexible connection and
weight, the length of the chain being such that
it will prevent the weight from coming in con-
tact with the side of the can even when the
latter is tilted on its side all as I will now pro-
ceed to describe and claim.

Referenceis to be had to the annexed draw-
ings and to the letters marked thereon form-
ing a part of this specification, the same let-
ters designating the same parts or features
as the case may be, wherever they occur.

Of the drawings—Figure 1 represents a ver-
tical central sectional view of my improved
self-closing can, part of the body portion be-
ing shown as broken away. Fig. 2 is a sec-
tional view of the upper portion of the can
showing the position the parts will assume
when the can is overturned or tipped ount of
plumb.

In the drawings « designates the body of
the can which may be of any suitable form
and size, and be composed of tin or other suit-
able material.

b designates the neck of the can which is
cylindrical in form, and from the upper end
thereof arises a flaring mouth c.

d designates the stopple, the lower end or
point e of which is of conical form, and the
upper or body portion has nearly parallel
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sides, the latter being just sufficiently inclined
to insure the wedging of the body of the stop-
ple in the neck b.

f designates a weight which is connected
with the lower point of the stopple by a chain
g,or it may be any other suitable flexible con-
trivance.

h is a guide for the flexible connection g,
which guide is arranged vertically below the
stopple e to guide the chain or flexible connec-
tion in its movements, and to provide means
over which the chain or flexible connection
may bend, as at ¢, Fig. 2, when the can is
tipped out of vertical position, and so hold
the stopple ¢ in the neck b against accidental
displacement by the force of the contents of
the can thereagainst. This is an important
feature of the invention.

- Asindicated in the drawings the length of
the chain and the weight is less than the dis-
tance from the bottom of the stopple, through
the guide h, to the nearest side of the can, so
that when the latter is tilted to the position
shown in Fig. 2, the weight will not come in
contact with the side of thecan and will there-
forestill exerta closing foree upon the stopple.

Besides the function above mentioned of
holding thestopple in the can when it is tipped
to one side, the guide serves to keep the chain
g in place at all times, so that when the stop-
ple is withdrawn as it may be by the user en-
gaging the ring j with a finger of his hand and
drawing it up and afterward releasing it, it
will be drawn down with certainty into the
neck, which would not be the case if the can
were tipped slightly to one side and the weight
rested against the side of the can to overcome
its gravity.

By providing the can with the flaring mouth
¢ and making the lower end of the stopple
conical in form, the said stopple when with-
drawn and released will be guided with cer-
tainty to place in the neck.

The guide % is herein shown as formed on
the lower end or point of a conical piece %
which is supported by arms ! attached to the
sides or top of the can. Any other form of
guide for the chain g may however be pro-
vided without departure from the nature or
spirit of the invention.

Having thus explained the nature of the

invention and described a way of construct-
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ing and using the same, though without at-
tempting to set forth all of the forms in which
it may be made or all of the modes of its use,
it is declared that what is claimed is—

1. A self-closing can provided with a flaring
mouth, a stopple for closing the can, a weight,
a flexible connection between the same and
the stopple, and a guide in the interior of the
can for guiding the said flexible connection
and weight, the length of the said flexible
connection and weight being less than the dis-
tance from the stopple, through the guide, to
the nearest side of the can as set forth. -

2. A self-closing can provided with a mouth,
a cylindrical neck below the mouth a stopple
having a conieal point and slightly inclined
sides, a weight, a flexible connection between
the weight and stopple, a guide in the infe-
rior of the can for guiding the said flexible
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connection and weight, the length of the said
flexible connection and weight being less than
the distance from the stopple, through the
guide, to the nearest side of the can as set
forth.

3. A self-closing can provided with a flaring
mouth, a eylindrical neck below the mouth, a
stopple having a conical point and slightly
inclined sides, and a weight connected with
the said stopple and pendent in the can, as
set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses, this 13th day of
March, A. D. 1893.

WILLIAM A. SEXTON.

Witnesses: *

ARTHUR W. CROSSLEY,
A. D. HARRISON.
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