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(57) Abstract

Multiple colors are used in connection
with one or more encoded symbols to increase
the information density of the encoded sym-
bols. The multiple colors can be used to form
linearly independent encoded symbols that are
overlayed on top of each other to form a com-
posite encoded symbol. The linearly indepen-
dent encoded symbols may be used to desig-
nate different types of information, or can des-
ignate separate levels of information in which
certain levels can have restricted access. Al-
ternatively, the multiple colors can be used to
form a single linearly dependent encoded sym-
bol in which the selected combination of colors
defines data states of corresponding elements
of a one or two dimensional matrix. Regis-
tration marks are used to insure proper print
registration of the differently colored elements
to insure linear dependency. In either embod-
iment, the colors can be distinguished using
electro—optical imaging techniques.
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Box| Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful intemational Search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:
because ihey are dependent ciaims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a)

Box Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This intemational Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international appiication, as foliows:

see additional sheet
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. m As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemationai Search Report covers all
searchable claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational Search Report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically ciaims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this intemational Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos..:

Remark on Protest

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the appiicant's protest.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1-21

Method, and corresponding encoding system, of combining a
plurality of encoded symbols into an aggregate encoded
symbol by assigning to each of said symbols a unique color
and by printing each of said encoded symbols on top of each
other in the corresponding unique color.

2. Claims: 22-42

Method of encoding data, and corresponding encoding system,
by assigning a combination of zero or more colors to
individual elements of a matrix of elements.
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