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This invention relates to devices for the pro-
pulsion of small spherical objects through the
air, and has for its object to produce a device
of the character indicated, of simple and eco-
nomical construction, whereby an object, such as
a shot or bullet or equivalent object of proper
size and substantial weight, can be nicely aimed
and accurately propelled in a straight line for
direction, or in an arc for distance, without devi-
ation laterally, provided of ccurse, the projectile
is shot through relatively quiet air.

Specifically, the invention resides in the pro-
vision of a relatively soft rubber holder, having
a bore of cylindrical form for retaining a spheri-
cal object by conforming to and contacting with
the circumference thereof at its point of greatest
diameter, so that as the object is expelled it is
not caused to spin or revolve, and hence will
travel in a straight line. The invention resides
also in the use of a tab in fixed relation to the
elastic strip, hereinafter mentioned and identi-
fied, the tab being disposed resrward of the ob-
Ject holder, and standing vertically in g plane
coincident with that of the longitudinal center
of the bore of the holder.

The invention consists in combining the novel
features of construction set forth in the preced-
ing paragraph, with other well-known features
of sling-shot character, as hereinafter described
and claimed, and depicted by the accompanying
drawing, in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a gling shot
embodying the invention.

Figure 2 is a central vertical longitudinal sec-
tion of the elastic element (partly broken) and
of part of the handle element of the invention.

Referring to the drawing in detail, with spe-
cial reference to Figures 1-2, | indicates holes
provided in thickened ends 2, of a rubber or
equivalent elastic strip, folded or doubled at its
middle to provide a pair of long arms 3, and an
arm-connecting bridge 4. The latter, midway
its length, is formed with a forwardly-projecting
boss 5, having a cylindrical bore or socket 6, of
depth about equal to half the diameter of a shot
or bullet of size to contact at its end point of
greatest diameter, with the wall of said socket.
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Projecting rearward from the said bridge por-
tion of the elastic strip, is a vertical tab 17, occu-
pying a vertical plane coinciding with that of
the center of the socket. To complete the sling
shot, a two-prong fork is employed, of any suit-
able material and form to engage the holes in
the ends 2 of the strip. As shown, it has a stem
or handle 8, from which the arms 9 branch out-
wardly and upwardly, and at the upper ends of
said arms are spaced flanges 10 and i1, to re-
tain the ends of the elastic strip upon the por-
tions 12 of the arms, lying between said flanges.

In use, the handle is firmly grasped by one
hand and the tab by the thumb and index finger
of the other hand, the projectile, of course, hav-
ing been fitted in and lightly gripped all round
by the socket wall. Stress is then applied to
stretch the strip, and the operator “sights” over
and in line with the said tab, it being noted that
because the tab is vertical, it is not obscured by
the thumb and finger engaging its opposite sides.

It has been determined that a relatively soft
rubber is effective for holding a round object
within a eylindrical socket proportioned to closely
engage the object at its point of maximum di-
ameter, and that an object so held by soft rub-
ber, when foreibly expelled, will travel in a di-
rect line without lateral deviation, and that the
device forming the subject matter of this appli-
caticn, meets such specifications.

I claim:

A sling-shot, comprising a forked handle, a
doubled elastic strip secured at its ends to the
upper ends of the prongs of the handle, and
provided midway its length and at the side fac-
ing toward the handle, with a forwardly-project-
ing boss of soft rubber, having a cylindrical lon~
gitudinally-extending socket of diameter sub-
stantially corresponding to that of an object to
be held within said socket, and a vertical tab,
projecting rearwardly from the strip and stand-
ing in a vertical plane coincident with the longi-
tudinal center of the socket.
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