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To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, JouN W, HurcHISON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Gower, in thecounty of Clinton and State of
Missouri, have invented certain new and use-
fulImprovementsin Woven-Wire Stretchers;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the artto which itappertains to makeand use
the same.

My invention relates to woven-wire-fence
stretchers.

My object is to provide asimple and cheap
stretcher adapted for quick and easy appli-
cation to any woven-wire fence, so thaf it
can be locked between the fence-posts and
keep the fence suitably stretched vertically,
so that the necessity of employing additional
posts and staples, with the consequent labor
of digging post-holes and putting up the posts,
will be obviated.

A further object is to provide a woven-
wire-fence stretcher which may be used to
streteh the fence vertically, so that it will be
in proper position to be stapled to the fence-
post.

Having these objects in view, myinvention
consists of a fence-wire stretcher of the class
deseribed, comprising two members hinged
together, improved rests or catches on each
member, and means for holding the members
locked together in extended position.

The invention further consists of certain
other novel features and combinations ap-
pearing more fully hereinafter.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a front elevation of my improved stretcher 5
Fig. 2, a perspective view showing the mem-
bers bent, and Figs. 3 and 4 views showing
the stretcher applied to an ordinary woven-
wire fence.

A and B designate the two members of the
stretcher, and these, when taken together in
extended position, are of the same height as
the fence. The ends of the respective mem-
bers are preferably tapered somewhat and
the members are constructed of wood for the
sake of lightness. The face of each member
at the end thereof is somewhat inclined, as
at 1.

C designatesan ordinary strap-hinge which
connects the 1wo members.

D and E designate catch-irons or rests
which arelocatedat the ends of the respective
members, and each of whichis provided with
a face 2, connected to the member by suitable
fastening devices, and an offset portion 3,
which overlaps the inclined or beveled por-
tion 1 of the member. A similarrest I is lo-
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cated on member A not far from the hinged ‘

portion thereof. The catches or rests D and
E are adapted for engagement with the ex-
treme upper and lower wires of the fence,
while rest F' engages with one of the inter-
mediate wires, so that the stretcher is more
firmly held in position. - On the opposite side
of the stretcher there is located a locking-
plate G, which is securely connected at all
times to member A, and when the parts are
extended it is connected to member B, so as
to hold the members iocked, by fastening-
screws 4,

In the drawings I have shown my improved
stretcher applied to a section of ordinary
woven-wire fence. After the. woven wire has
been stapled to the fence-posts, which latter
may be located a considerable distance apart,
say forty or even sixty feet, the upper eatch
or rest is made to straddle the extreme upper
wire of the fence, while the lower rest is made
to straddle the lower fence-wire. The two
members may now be extended and one of
the intermediate fence-wires guided into the
intermediate rest. The fastening-screws are
now applied, so that the locking-plate is se-
curely fastened to both members and they
are held in locked position. The fence is
thus stretched vertically, and the necessity
of employing additional fence-posts and sta-
ples and the consequent expenditure of time
and labor is satisfactorily obviated. In ap-
plying the fence to a fence-post the former
can be stretched perpendicularly and then
stapled to the post, so that a better fence will
be obtained.

It is obvious that my invention could be
varied in many slight and immaterial ways
without departing from its spirit or scope,
and it is to be understood, therefore, that I
consider myself entitled to all such variations
as come within the purview of my invention.
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Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Pibtent, is— ’

Y. In awoven-wire-fence stretcher,the com-
bination with members hinged together and
adapted for engagement with the upper and
lower portions of the fence, of a plate detach-
ably secured to both the respective members
and adapted for locking said members to-
gether in extended position.

2. In awoven-wire-fence stretcher,the com-
bination with members hinged together, of
catches located on each member and adapted
for engagement with the upper and lower por-
tions of the fence, a plate, and removable
screws passing through the plate, and into
said members whereby they are held in locked
and extended relation.

3. In a woven-wire-fence stretcher,the com-
bination with members hinged together, of
catches or irons located at the ends of the
members and adapted for engagement with
the upper and lower portions of the fence,
and a plate secured to both the members and
adapted forlocking said members in extended
relation.

4. In awoven-wire-fence stretcher,the com-
bination with members hinged together, of
rests or catches connected to the members at
their ends, said rests or catches comprising a
base which is suitably fastened to the mem-
ber, and an offset portion between which and
the member the wire of the fence is received,
and means for locking the members together
in extended position or releasing them.

5. In awoven-wire-fence stretcher,the com-
bination with members hinged together,
catches connected to the members at the free
ends thereof, being adapted to receive the up-
per and lower portions of the fence an addi-
tional catch or rest connected to one of the
members near its hinged end which receives
an intermediate portion of the fence, of means
for locking the members together in extended
relation.
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In testimony whereof I have signed this -

specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.
JOHN W. ITUTCIHTSON.
Witnesses:
S. D. REYNOLDS,
A. T. MATTHEWS.




