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This invention relates to paint brush holders.

One of the objects of this invention is to pro-
vide a novel paint brush holder, for supporting
one or more paint brushes in a container with
the lower ends of the bristles of the brushes held
above the bottom of the container.

As is well known, used paint brushes are usually
kept in oil, water or other suitable liquid when
not in use, so as to prevent the paint from hard-
ening -on the bristles. However, it is objection-
able to permit paint brushes fo stand or rest on
their bristles, because they become distorted and
are likely to lose their shape permanently.

Another -object is to provide a paint brush

5 holder in which the side edges of the brush are

unconfined but are left free and uncbstructed.

Another object is to provide a paint brush
holder which can be made to fit round paint pails
or containers or rectangular containers.

Another object is to provide g paint brush
holder composed of units, whereby as many units
may be assembled as is necessary to accommodate
the holder to a given receptacle.

Another object is to provide g paint brush
holder having a resilient frame for supporting
resilient wings, between which the brushes are
clasped or gripped to thereby support them above
the bottom of the container.

With these and other objects and advantages
in view, this invention consists in the several novel
features hereinafter fully set forth and claimed.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the ac-
companying drawing, in which:—

Fig. 1 is a vertical section through a round
paint pail, taken on the line {—I of Fig. 3, show-
ing, in end elevation, a paint brush holder there-
in, embodying a simple form of the present in-
vention and illustrating a fragment of a paint
brush supported by the holder;

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the paint brush
holder, showing the same in a round pail, which
is illustrated in central, vertical secticn;

Fig. 3 is a plan of the holder and pail seen in
Figs. 1 and 2;

Fig. 4 is a detail, fragmental, enlarged, vertical
cross-section, taken on the line 4—§ of Fig. 2;

Fig. 5 is a detail, fragmental, horizontal sec-
tion, taken on the line 5—5 of Fig. 4;

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the wing sup-
porting frame, showing, in dotted lines, a supple-
mental frame unit used in increasing the length
of the frame to adapt it for use in a rectangular
container; and

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the supplemental
unit illustrated in Fig. 6.

Referring to said drawing, the reference char-
acter 8 designates a round container, such as a
paint pail, for containing oil, water or other suit-
able liquid, in which to store used, wet paint
brushes. 5

In the embodiment of the invention illustrated,

a wing supporting frame 9 is provided, which is
adapted to rest upon the bottom of the pail, or
other container, and is arranged to support the
brush holding wings {0 at some distance above 10
the bottom of the pail,

Desirably the frame 9 is composed of resilient
wire, and for use in round pails, the frame may
be composed of a single length of wire bent up to
form parallel horizontal base portions {1 and par- 15
allel upright wing supports 12, desirably composed
of slightly inclined arms 13 connected at their
upper ends by horizontal parallel wing supporting
cross connections 14,

In the specific form of the invention illustrated, oy
and for convenience, referring to Fig. 6, it will
be seen that the length of wire forming the main
frame unit is bent up to form the several parts
thereof, the ends of the length of wire being
twisted around the middle upwardly inclined g5
arms 13, as at 15, 16. Starting with the twisted
end 15, the configuration of the wire frame may
be readily traced through the various parts to
the twisted end (6. It will be observed that the
parallel spaced base members |1 are connected g
by three yoke-like parallel wing supports i2.
This unit includes a base portion, which is rec~
tangular in plan and fits fairly well against the
side of the round pail with which the device is
used. When adapting the holder to a rectangular 35
container of greater length than its width, one
or more supplemental frame units {7 are em-
ployed in connection with the main frame unit.
These supplemental units are of yoke-like form,
formed of a length of wire, bent up to form base 40
portions i72 and upwardly inclined arms 32, con-
nected by the cross-connection f42 to which a
wing unit is arranged to be secured. The ends
of the base portions 172 are twisted around either
of the endmost arms {3 of the main unit, as is 45
seen at 19, Any desired length of frame may thus
be built up, but its exact form of construction is
not material, as various forms will readily present
themselves to those skilled in the art.

Secured to the upper ends of the wing sup- 50
ports 12 are the brush gripping wing units 10.
Each wing unit is composed of a piece of re-
silient sheet metal bent upon itself along a line
extending crosswise thereof and located ap-
proximately midway between its ends, so as to 55
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form a V-shaped unit having two oppositely di-
rected wings 20. The apex portion of the wing
units are bent arcund the cross-connections 14 of
the wing supports, as seen at 21, in Fig. 4, and are
also bent around the upper ends of the arms 13,
as seen at 22 in Figs. 4 and 5, thereby providing
g very rigid connection between the wing units
ahd wing supports.

The wings of each wing unit incline down-
wardly in opposite directicns from their apex
ends, and their lower ends are curled or rolled
back so as to provide smooth, rounded edge por-
tions that are adapted to bear against the bris-
tles of the brushes when inserted between the
wings.

One wing of each wing unit co-operates with
an adjacent wing of an adjacent wing unit to
grasp the bristles of a brush B, between them,
as is clearly illustrated in Fig. 1.

When the holder is constructed for use in
round containers, three wing units are desirably
used, as shown, the wings of the middle wing
unit being wide enough at its apex portion to ex-
tend approximately across the widest part of the
container.

The apex portions of the end wing units are
somewhat narrower than the apex portions of
the middle wing unit, in order to fit a round
container, and the inner wings of the end wing
units widen out towards their lower ends so as to
be of substantially the same width, at their lower
edges, as the middle wings, and the outer wings of
the end wing units are made narrower at their
lower ends so as to fit against the curved wall
of the pail.

Desirably the wing units and frame are com-
posed of resilient material and the wings incline
at such an angle that their lower ends are held
in contact with the wings of adjacent wing
units with the end wings contacting with the
wall of the pail. Some slight tension is thereby
exerted upon all of the wings in order that they
may obtain a gripping action upon brushes in-

_serted between them or inserted between the end

wings and the side of the pail.

In use the holder is placed in a container which
it fits and the latter is partially filled with oil,
water or other suitable liquid, used for preserving
paint brushes. To support a paint brush with
the bristles submerged in the liquid, and with the
bristles supported entirely free from the bottom
of the container, the brush is inserted down
through any of the spaces between any two ad-
jacent wings, thereby spreading the two wings
apart far enough to permit the bristle portion of
the brush to pass between the lower curled edges
of the wings. Care should be taken not to push
the brush down far enough to bring the bristles
into contact with the bottom of the container.
The resilient wings grip or clasp the brush bris-
tles between them and support the brush at what-
ever position is left in the holder. It is also to
be observed that owing to the resiliency of the
frame, the yoke-like wing supports themselves
may yield slightly, due to the pressure exerted
against them by the upper ends of the wings
when a brush is inserted between the wings.

Resiliency of the frame is not necessary, as the
resilient wings may yield sufficiently when a brush
is inserted between them to accommodate the
brush bristles.

Obviousty large or small brushes may be prop-
erly held by the device. The end wings being
narrower than the middle wings, smaller brush-
es may be readily supported between the side of
the container and the end wings.

When used in rectangular containers, as many
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frame and wing units are assembled as are nec-
essary to accommodate the holder to the contain-
er. The wings are desirably made of a width to
fit loosely between the sides of the container
and the size and shape cf the device may Be
proportioned to fit any given container.

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent:

1. A paint brush holder, comprising a wing
supporting frame, having spaced upright wing
supports and oppositely disposed downwardly
converging resilient wings, secured at their upper
ends to said wing supports, and unconnected at
their lower ends, the spaces between the wing
supports and between the opposite wings being
iree and unobstructed throughout the length and
width of the wings.

2, A paint brush holder, comprising a wing
supporting frame having spaced upright parallel
resilient wing supports, and inverted V-shaped
wing units secured at their apex ends to said
wing supports with their wings disposed opposite
to wings of adjacent wing units and co-operat-
ing therewith to grip brushes between them, the
lower ends oi the opposite wings being uncon-
nected.

3. A paint brush holder, comprising resilient
inverted V-shaped wing units which converge
toward each other from top to bottom and are
unconnected at the bottom, and resilient means
to connect together the upper ends of the several
wing units.

4. In a paint brush holder, the combination
of a frame having & base and a plurality of up-
right wing supports rising therefrom, and a piu-
rality of inverted V-shaped wing units supported
at their apex ends upon said wing supports with
the wings of one wing unit converging down-
wardly toward the wings of another unit, the
spaces between the wings being entirely free and
unocbstructed throughout.

5. A paint brush holder, comprising in com-
bination a resilient support having a base por-
tion, and spaced parallel wing supports extend-
ing up therefrom, and separately formed resilient
inverted V-shaped wing units secured at their
apex ends upon said wing supports, the wings of
each wing unit inclining downwards toward the
adjacent wings of adjacent wing units and co-
operating therewith to grip and support a paint
brush therebetween. . :

6. A paint brush holder, comprising in com-
bination a support having a base portion and a
plurality of spaced parallel resilient wing sup-
ports extending up therefrom, and a plurality of
separately formed, inverted V-shaped resilient
wing units secured at their apex ends to the up-
per ends of said wing supports.

7. A paint brush holder, comprising in combi-
nation a bent up wire support providing a base
portion and spaced parallel wing supports ex-
tending up therefrom, and a plurality of inverted
V-shaped resilient wing units secured at their
apex ends to the upper ends of said wing sup-
ports with their wings inclining toward adjacent
wings of adjacent wing units and co-operating
therewith to grip a paint brush therebetween,
the spaces between adjacent wings being en-
tirely free and unobstructed throughout.

8. A paint brush holder, comprising a bent up
wire support composed of a single length of wire,
bent up to form two parallel base portions con-
nected by several yoke-like wing supports having
legs connected at their upper ends by cross-con-
nections, and V-shaped wing units bent at their
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apex ends around said cross-connections and
around adjacent parts of the legs, the wings of
each wing unit co-operating with wings of ad-
jacent wing units to grip paint brushes there-
between.

9. A paint brush holder, comprising in com-
bination a support formed of joinable sections
and having a base from which rise several par-
allel resilient wing supports, and separately

10 formed wing units secured upon said wing sup-

3

ports, with their lower ends unconnected from
each other.

10. A paint brush holder, comprising in com-
bination a support composed of joinable sections,
each having a base portion, from which rises at
least one resilient wing support and separately
formed, inverted V-shaped wing units secured
upon said wing supports.

JOHAN EMIL AKERGREN.
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