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United States Patent Office 3,118,017 
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1. 

3,118,017 
RECEPTACLE FOR CONEOUT 

Hilton Winabish, 552 M&M Building, Houston, Tex. 
Filed Fei. 23, 1962, Ser. No. 175,039 

2 Cains. (C. 74-97) 
The present invention relates to a receptacle for electri 

cal conduits and the like. 
At the present time, a great deal of difficulty is experi 

enced in satisfactorily covering and protecting electrical 
conductors in exposed areas while at the same time pro 
viding an arrangement which is not bulky. 
The present invention has for one of its primary objects 

the provision of a receptacle for an electrical conduit to 
receive the electrical conduit and cover it in exposed areas, 
which receptacle is constructed and arranged so that it 
Will retain conductors of various sizes properly but which 
presents a minimum obstruction on the exposed area to 
walking or movement of objects thereover. 

Still another object of the present invention is to provide 
a receptacle for electrical conductors including a hollow 
body having a plurality of vertically and longitudinally 
extending ribs therein forming ducts for receiving elec 
trical conductors, said ribs constructed and arranged so 
as to Support the hollow body in position even when 
Weight is applied thereto to thereby properly retain the 
conductors in place in the receptacle and to support the 
receptacle in position on the floor or other surface on 
which it is positioned. 

Still a further object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a receptacle for electrical conductors whereby the 
conductors whereby the conductors may be laid across a 
floor or other exposed surface, which receptacle is con 
Structed and arranged so as to carry a maximum number 
of electrical conductors therein and which receptacle is 
constructed and arranged so as to present a minimum ob 
Stacle on the exposed surface on which it is resting. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention 
will become readily apparent from a consideration of the 
following description and drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a portion of the 
receptacle of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the receptacle shown in 
FIG. and illustrates the preferred construction and ar 
Tangement of the receptacle as described herein with elec 
trical conductors in place in dotted outline; 

FiG. 3 shows a retainer for receiving and supporting 
the receptacle of FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 4 illustrates an alternate embodiment of the inven 
tion. 

In FIG. , the receptacle of the present invention is re 
ferred to generally by the numeral 3, and such receptacle 
is formed by the elongated hollow body designated general 
ly by the numeral 4. The body 4 includes the transversely 
founted menuber 5 which includes the central portion 6 
with the adjacent portions 7 and 8 on each side of the 
central portion sloping downwardly to form relatively thin 
longitudinal edges 9 and 18 on the member S. 

Thus, it can be seen that the upper Surace designated by 
the numeral 3 of the member 5 is of an arcuate config 
uration and that the curvature of the surface 3 and the 
relation of the width of the body 4 between the longitudi 
nal edges 9 and 16 to the maximum vertical height at 
the central portion 6 presents a member which when 
placed upon a floor or other surface presents a minimum 
obstruction to walking or moving objects thereover. 

Depending from the nether surface 4 of member 5 and 
formed integrally with the member 5 and is a plurality of 
longitudinally and vertically extending ribs designated in 
FIG. 2 by the numerais S5, 6, 7, and 18. 

It will be noted that the ribs 5, 6, 17, and 8 are 70 
Spaced laterally of the member 6, and each of the vertical 

2 
longitudinally extending ribs terminates at its lower end 
on a common plane laterally of the member 5 as repre 
sented by the numeral 29 in Fig. 2 of the drawings. t S 
to be noted that the ribs are provided with a substantially 

5 flat bottom portion of substantial extent represented by 
the numerals 21, 22, 23, and 24, respectively, which 
along with the bottom portions 25 and 26 formed along 
each longitudinal edge of the member 5 form a Support 
means for the member 5 winen it rests on a surface such 
as a floor or the like. 

Each of the ribs is provided with a longitudinally and 
laterally extending projection means 28 which is formed 
adjacent the bottom portion of each rib and extends up 
wardly therefrom in a general direction towards the nether 
surface 14 of the member 5. 

It is to be noted that the projection 28 on each of the 
ribs 15, 16, 17, and 18 extends toward but terminates in 
spaced relation to the next adjacent rib to thereby define 
an opening represented by the numeral 30, which opening 
provides a means of ingress for placing electrical conduc 
tors in the ducts formed by the adjacent ribs and member 
5, the ducts being represented generally by the numeral 
3 in FEG. 2 of the drawings. 
The present invention may be in the form of any Suit 

able plastic material which may be extruded or molded 
economically so that the receptacle 3 may be formed in 
various sizes and lengths as desired. 
The arrangement of the vertical and longitudinally ex 

tending ribs 25, 6, 17, and 18 provide adequate Support 
means for the member 5 so that when normal pressure is 
applied to the top surface 13 of the member, it will not 
crush or deform. Also, the arrangement of the lateral 
projection 28 on the ribs and the relationship of the ribs 
and lateral projection thereon to adjacent ribs and lateral 
projections provides a means whereby the electrical coil 
duits represented in dotted line by the numerals at 32 can 
be easily placed within the ducts 39 formed in the member 
5. The present invention is particularly advantageous in 
that it accommodates a maximum number of electrical 
conductors therethrough yet is sturdy and rigid so as to 
withstand crushing when pressure is applied thereto. 

In order to place the conductors 32 in the duct 31 
formed longitudinally of the member 5, the ribs and the 
member 5 may be flexed as the conductors are placed 
therein so as to enlarge the openings 30 to enable the elec 
trical conductors represented at 32 to be more readily 
positioned in the ducts. The electrical conductors will 
remain in position by frictional engagement with each 
other or by frictional engagement with the wall surfaces 
of the members 5 which form the duct until they are forci 
bly removed from their position. 
The present invention has been found entirely satisfac 

tory in use and provides an economical and yet substan 
tiai manner of supporting electrical conductors on an ex 
posed surface so that they can be covered to protect them 
and also enable movement over the conductors by people 
or objects without becoming entangled in the electrical 
conductors. It can be appreciated that the exact dimen 
sions of the present invention can be varied without de 
parting from the scope of the present invention and that 
the nuinber of ribs in the member 5 may be varied as 
desired. 

in FEG. 3, a metal retainer 40 is provided for receiving 
the receptacle 3. The retainer 40 includes a longitudinal 
base 4A adapted to be secured on the floor or wall by suit 
able means such as screws or the like (not shown). The 
retainer 40 also includes the longitudinal edge portions 42 
and 43 which are bent back on the upper surface 3 and 
fit snugly thereagainst. 

in some circumstances, it may be desirable to use the 
retainer 49 instead of placing the receptacle 3 on the 
floor or other surface. 
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In FiG. 4 an embodiment is shown which may be used 
for larger conduits. The ribs 59 and 53 are provided 
with projections 52 and 52a which extend outwardly and 
upwardly from each side. The projections also include 
portions 52b which rest on a surface to support the re 
ceptacle similar to the flat portions on the ribs of the 
FiG. and 2 form. 
The function of the FEG. 3 and 4 form is similar to 

that described with regard to FIGS. 1 and 2. 
The present invention by reason of the vertical and 

longitudinal ribs and the projections 28 thereon forms a 
holder for the wires or electrical conduits which hold or 
support the wires free of the floor or surface over which 
the invention is applied. 

Also, the wires may be easily and quickly inserted in 
position, and such positioning can be accomplished with 
out disconnecting the wires from the socket or appliance 
in which they are connected. 
The device is formed of any suitable material and is 

preferably formed of material which is a nonconductor. 
Additionally, the convex surface i3 prevents tripping 
when walking on the surface over which it is positioned 
and germits equipment to be readily moved thereover. 

Broadly, the present invention relates to a receptacie 
and more particularly, to a receptacle which comprises a 
hollow member which is shaped to rest on a surface so 
that a plurality of electrical conductors may be covered 
by the hollow body and yet providing an arrangement 
which will retain its original shape even when substantial 
pressure is applied thereto. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A receptacle for electrical conductors comprising, 
(a) a unitary plastic mass forming, 

(i) an elongated hollow body having a trans 
versely rounded upper surface, 
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a. 
(2) a plurality of spaced, longitudinally and verti 

cally extending substantially rigid ribs depending 
from the bottom surface of said body, 

(3) said ribs having substantially rigid flat bottom 
edges which terminate in the same lateral plane 
thereby forming support means to prevent flex 
ure of said body and 

(4) said ribs having a flexible lateral projection 
extending longitudinally and upwardly from 
each of said bottom edges and terminating in 
s:paced relation to the adjacent rib whereby a 
plurality of hollow ducts are formed in said re 
ceptacle for receiving electrical conductors there 
in by flexing said lateral projections, if neces 
Sary, to facilitate lateral insertion of Said coin 
ductors therein. 

2. The invention of claim 1 including a retainer for 
covering the bottom of said receptacle. 
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